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Dear Parents

What’s On: 24 - 30 July

Suffering from writer’s block, I’ve turned to scanning
the sports world, books and websites for inspiration.
There’s been no shortage of examples of courage
and fortitude in the sporting world of late. Top of my
list is Peter Sagan’s fifth place finish on the 14th stage
of the Tour. For a sprinter to finish a climbing stage
so well speaks volumes for his planning, preparation,
dedication and tactics (hopefully none of which are
medically enhanced). Many lessons there for all of us
and none which need to be expanded on.
My reading of choice at the moment is The Itch of the
Twitch, a light-hearted romp through some of Africa’s
better known destinations by former editor of the Star
newspaper, Harvey Tyson. Tyson’s writing, while
providing excellent stress relief, does not provide
meat for school newsletters. He does provide many
lessons of what not-to-do in life, none of which can
be repeated here.
So I’ve turned to some advice for parents about
preparing children for a future world we know nothing
about from a group I quite enjoy reading. The article
I’m referring to can be found on the link below, but a
quick summary suggests that parents need to change
their minds about four things children of today will
face as adults:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The careers they will have
Jobs that exist
Skills required and
Parenting itself

Click on the link if you’d like to read more and don’t
be scared to share your thoughts with me:
http://futuresmartparent.com/to-be-a-future-smartparent-you-must-change-your-mind/

Week A
Tues 24 12H00
SP Interhouse Colts
			
rugby
			
SP Athletics
14h00
JP Athletics
		
Wed 25 12h00
Interhouse Cross
			
Country (Fairlawn)
			
Thurs 26 			
UBOM Theatre for PP
12h00
			
14h00
			
Fri 27
14h00
			
08h00
			
			

SP Winter Sports photos
(Three Ladies’ Tower)
JP Athletics
SP Golf (Belmont Valley
Golf Club)
Marimba Tour (St
Dominics, Johannesburg)
Duty: Mr Wienekus

Sat 28 11h00
SP Golf (Belmont Valley)
			Marimba Tour			
		
Sun 22			
Duty: Mr Wienekus
			
Marimba Tour
Week B
Mon 30			
12h00
			

Mr B
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Pre-Primary
Happy Hounds
Our Pre-Primaries have a busy week ahead! We’ll be
joining the rest of the school in visiting the SPCA on
Wednesday. Donations of dog and cat food will be
most welcome.
Much To Look Forward To!
We will watch the UBOM theatre production Fundisa’s
Fabulous Adventure on Thursday.
R5 will be charged to each child’s account.
In Search of Things That Fly...
On Monday 30, we are all going to see the aeroplanes,
micro-lights and helicopters up at the Grahamstown
airfield as part of our Transport theme for the term!
The children are very excited.
Book PAT Chats
PAT chats are scheduled for next week, so make
sure you book online as soon as possible.

Stories With the Grade 7s
“You can find magic wherever you look.
Sit back and relax. All you need is a book.”
– Dr Seuss

One of Prep’s fond traditions is for the Grade 7 boys
to visit our Pre-Primary and to read to the children.
The Pre-Primary children are always in awe of the
bigger boys - many of whom started their journey
right here in Pre-Primary with us several years ago.
Cultivating a love of reading is one of our main aims
at Prep. The little ones are fascinated with the stories
and games.
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Junior Prep
Art From the Ashes!
On Friday the sun was shining beautifully and the
Grade 1s had itchy feet. So we left the classroom and
took a stroll up to the railway line and the burnt golf
course to see the damage and effects of the recent
fire.
To take a positive note from a sad situation, we
collected pieces of charcoal and bits of burnt sticks
and drew some very creative pieces - making
something beautiful from the ashes!

Mandela Day Project

Just a reminder that all of our Preppies will be paying
an exciting visit to the SPCA tomorrow to walk the
dogs, cuddle cats and learn about permaculture as
part of our Mandela Day project.
Everyone will be dressed in civvies and the children
are welcome to bring along R10 and a tin of dog
or cat food as well if they wish to. All help is much
appreciated!

Marimba Tour
We wish the Grade 7 Marimba Band all the very best
as they travel to perform at the International Marimba
and Steelpan Festival this weekend.

MUSIC
JP End of Term Music Concert

Please come and support our wonderful musicians
as they perform in the Fairlawn Hall on Thursday 26
July at 07h30.
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Senior Prep

Grade 4 - Project Based Learning
The Grade 4 boys are involved this week in learning
and investigating the `Buzz around Bees’. Thank you
to Mr Moolman who gave a Science lesson today
about the importance of bees in the various food
chains.
We visited the Entomology department at Rhodes
University this week where Miss Richardson made
the boys aware of how important bees are in our
ecosystem. A Queen bee and Drone were studied
through a microscope, which was fascinating.
A delicious bonus was being able to do some honey
tasting at the end of our visit. More exciting work and
research on bees will continue this week.

Wise Winners!

Grade 6 Project Week Displays

The Grade 6.2s enjoy an ice cold Friesland milkshake
as the winners of the Senior Prep Soccer World Cup
inter-class competition - they drew France.

The Grade 6s are investigating a number of inventions
and the genius behind them. Today, they put their
displays up in Memory Hall for fellow pupils to see.
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SPORT
The past two days saw the staging of Interhouse rugby
matches on Fairlawn Field. All boys involved keenly
contested all the games and the junior matches today
brought the Winter Sports season to a conclusion.
Thank you to all pupils, staff, coaches and parents
who were involved this past term.
And so we herald in the Athletics, Cross Country and
Football season. In the weeks ahead, all Prep pupils
will be involved in House or School team selection
that will be competing in a series of competitions in
September.

Canal Winter Challenge
Grade 6 pupil Nicolaas Swart and his partner Loveday
Zondi participated in the 20km Long Course Canal
Winter Challenge held at St. Francis Bay last Sunday.
They did very well especially with lack of water time.
They finished in 5th position in their category. Well
done Nicolaas!

Final Netball match of the season
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Boarding News
There is a great sense of anticipation in the air around
Top Prep with regards to the upgrade to the houses at
the moment. The Tigers Dorms are almost complete
with a few final tweaks to each of the units and their
lighting systems.
What a sense of calm the new areas seem to have
brought about, which makes us wonder if it has
anything to do with the fact that the boys now have
the own space.
In total, there will be 25 beds spread across Tigers
for now. Next up for a bit of pampering will be the
Lions Dorm, where we will begin installation of the
units next week.
The Mullins flat, which will become the new
Houseparents’ abode is also receiving its final
touches and it is turning out to be, what looks like a
very comfortable apartment.
Soaking Up the Sun!
The boys and girls who
remained in boarding for
the weekend were treated
to a visit to the beach on
Sunday, rounded off with
the obligatory Jeremiah’s
pizza.
Kimberley’s icon was
under serious threat for
the bragging rights of
having a ‘big hole’ as
our energetic youngsters
made a go of creating

Kenton’s ‘Big Hole’. Fortunately the weather was
on the same page as the folk who put the activities
together and, so, even a ‘dip’ was greatly enjoyed
by all.
There are not too many better ways to end a day on
the beach than with a pizza and a cold drink, which
everyone made short work of. Thank you to the duty
staff for the fun activities.

Congratulations are in order ...
10 Merits achieved
Banathi Mpondo
Well done!
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Boys’ August Farm Holiday Camp

Join us for a 4-night, fun-filled experience on Merino Farm in Fort Beaufort.

Monday 13 August - Friday 17 August

Ages: 8-12 years
Contact: Julie Sparks Cell: 083 448 0236
Email: j.sparks@saprepschool.com
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