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Dear Parents

What’s On: 18 - 25 September

Last week I shared a quote about the miracle of the
stars and how we take their appearance so much for
granted. Communication is a bit like that too. We often
take for granted that what we’ve said (or think we’ve
said) has been heard, and even sometimes that we’ve
said exactly what’s in our head when in fact we haven’t.
Communication around change is especially important;
it needs to be clearly articulated and well understood.
Feedback I’ve had recently shows that my
communication around changes at Prep this year (and
some we implemented last year) has not been adequate
to allow parents clear understanding of what and why
we’ve been doing what we’ve been doing.
So I’m going to communicate these changes, the
reasons for them and their impact in the next couple of
newsletters, starting today with the timetable.
The timetable trials we have undergone this year
– to arrive at what we believe is now a settled, best
solution - began with my concern last year that we were
significantly under the required academic hours at Top
Prep (Grades 4 to 7). The suggested minimum for the
Intermediate Phase is 27 ½ hours of academic time
per week. Top Prep was getting in 25 hours per week.
In addition, we lost a further four hours of academic
time on most Fridays in the winter term to travel time
for sport. The result of that was that the Top Preppies
were losing out on 24 days of academic time per year in
comparison to their peer schools. That had to change!
After all, this is our raison d’etre!
The JP and PP were (and are) well within the required
minimum times for their phases.
While considering time allocations, we also wanted to
maximise use of sports facilities (tennis courts, astro,
polo pool, rowing coaches, basketball courts, squash
courts, soccer fields) for all our Preppies. Use of facilities
across three schools makes life interesting!
Our first term timetable trial resulted in a day that was
too long and sports practises that were too short
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Week B
Wed 19

11h15
14h00

SP Athletics/Football
JP Athletics

Thurs 20

11h15
SP Athletics/Football
14h00
JP Athletics
		
Frid 21
11h15
Buses depart for Table Farm
			
camp out with Grade 4-7
			
boys.
Sat 22
08h00
			
			
			
09h30
			
09h45
10h00
			
			
11h00
			

Buses depart from Fairlawn
to transport families wanting
to do the 13km walk. No
dogs or bicycles permitted.
SP boys depart from Table
Farm to walk back to School.
PP and JP walkers check-in.
Pre-Primary and Junior Prep
families commence the 5km
walk from Fairlawn.
Clubhouse opens. 		
Duty: Mr Paul

Sun 23
08h00
			
Week A

SAC Highland Gathering
Duty: Mr Paul

Mon 24			
			
11h15

Books 2U (Fairlawn)
Heritage Day
JP Play Rehearsals

Tues 25			
11h15

Books 2U (Fairlawn)
JP Play Rehearsals

14h00
			

Athletics B Squad
Championships
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(although not out of sync with our colleague schools).
Our second term trial impacted lunch times for day
scholars, retained the limited time for sports practise but
also limited the potential for over-age boys to compete
in their correct age groups. Both these timetables
allowed sufficient academic time, but limited free time
for boys in the afternoons.
Our current timetable has addressed all these issues;
we get the minimum 27 ½ hours of academic time in a
week; the boys have free time in the afternoon; sports
practise times are ninety minutes every day (with time
and personnel available for individual coaching in the
afternoon); and we have access to all the sports facilities
for all our children. We believe we have the best possible
solution for the complicated set of variables that makes
up Prep in today’s world.
I hope that has given you a snapshot of why we’ve
been doing what we’ve been doing with the timetable.
My communication around this issue could have been
much clearer; and while all the changes were tested at
the Parent Association and were made with the only
goal of doing right by the children, direct, continuous
communication from my desk would have helped avoid
unnecessary confusion.
I’ve attached the Top Prep 10-day cycle timetable for
your interest.
Mr B

Pre-Primary
Taking Flight at the Museum

Even though none of the birds we saw at the Albany
Museum were alive, the children loved being able
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to identify birds that they know, as well as seeing
so many other interesting birds from around the
world. Parents, please take your children to the
museum - it’s a wonderful experience for them.
Baking this week took on a different form when we all
planted seeds instead. The children carefully planted
their seeds in small containers and will nurture them
as we learn about gardens and growing over the next
few weeks.
We hope many of our Pre-Primary families will join
us for our walk when we join in with the Table Farm
Trek this Saturday. For anyone wishing to take on the
13km walk, the buses leave Fairlawn at 08h00. The rest
of us meet at 09h45 to begin the 5km walk at 10h00
from Fairlawn Field. See you there!

Why explain miracles to your kids
when you can just have them plant a
garden? – Robert Brault
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Junior Prep

Last week several of our Junior Preppies received awards
for piano and ballet exams and for being True Blue
Preppies.
Our Junior Preppies are participating in many Athletics
events. Trials are underway and they will take part in the
Graeme College Triangular this afternoon.
The Grade1s are busy with their new term theme. They
are keeping us guessing while having loads of fun!
Play rehearsals have begun and the Preppies are having
enormous fun as they take on their new roles in preparation
for Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies.
Upcoming Heritage Day on 24 September – watch this
space! We will be celebrating old and new games in true
South African style.

Our Junior Prep dancers in last week’s beautiful
DSG production of Odyssey.
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Music

September 2018

Boarding

Congratulations are in Order
Congratulations to our musicians who performed in
the Bedford Music Eisteddfod this month. Our Prep
musicians conducted themselves well and played with
aplomb. Their results are fantastic and we are very
proud of them!
Grade 5 Preppie Jude Long achieved 96% for his piano
recital and Grade 3 Junior Preppie Lucy Holderness
achieved 94% and Megan Wienekus achieved 97%.
Congratulations also go to Christopher Pretorius (Grade
7 pupil) who passed his Grade 3 Trinity Guitar exam.
The Marimba Band treated the parents and the St.
Andrew’s College Matrics to a wonderful repertoire of
music at the Old Prep Supper last week which set the
tone for a special evening. Well done to Christopher
Pretorius who piped the parents into the dinner, joined
by Mr Murray Roodt and Mr Callum Southey.

This weekend was another jam-packed couple of days
full of fun and activities.
There was plenty of banter about a soccer challenge
among the boys which saw the Grade 7s challenged
by the ‘The Others’, who were victorious in their bid
for bragging rights for the weekend. The ‘Kids’ then
challenged the staff to a game and triumphed over
the older folk. The celebration banter and post-match
analysis at dinner would have been epic.
As is becoming custom when the opportunity is there,
the boarders participated in the Park Run on Saturday
morning.
The Fairlawn little ones had a lot of fun making soap
and painting pots on Saturday. Of course even more
excitement was to ensue with the exciting victory of the
Springboks, which was watched by all who crammed
into the IT lab. The busy weekend was rounded off with
an inter-house paintball showdown on Sunday morning.
Mr Heymans was pleased with the outcome, but the
other houses will be smarting for a rematch at some
point. A fantastic weekend was had by all.
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Senior Prep

Sphero Skills
The Grade 4 class tested out their football skills in a
Sphero soccer showdown. The learners remotely
control the robotic balls and work collaboratively to
knock the match-ball into the goals.
The Grade 5 class took the Spheros to the pool where
they began their planning process for their own boat
design. The boys are required to design a raft that is
powered by the sphero to transport a load of coins
across the water.
EP Biathlon Athlete - May the Course Be With You

Proud Preppie SANESA Champ!
Grade 7 pupil Joshua Furtner, was recently awarded
1st place at the EC SANESA 2018 prize-giving in
Port Elizabeth.
Competing in Primary School Eventing, Joshua
rode on Island Romance, placing St Andrew’s Prep
School in 2nd place for the Primary School Eventing
overall.
This is a fantastic send-off for Josh’s exciting weekend
ahead, just days before he leaves to ride in the
prestigious Kurland Adult Eventing Championships
near Plettenberg Bay.
At the award ceremony, Josh proudly wore his Full
Blues with the Prep Centenary tie that was given
to him by Old Preppie and St Andrew’s College
Council member, Professor Emeritus Geoff
Antrobus.

Congratulations to Grade 4 pupil Nicholas Smailes,
who has made the U11 Development Team for the Inter
Provincial EP Biathlon to be held in Bloemfontein.
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SPORTS

CROSS COUNTRY
St Andrew’s Preparatory Cross Country runners took
part at the Independent Schools Championships held
last Tuesday at the challenging Belmont Valley Golf
Club. Over 600 athletes competed from various age
groups and schools. Below are some outstanding
results:
U9 Girls
Megan Wienekus 9th
Tash White 5th
Lucy Holderness 3rd
U9 Boys
Greg White 5th
U11 Boys
Steffan Eksteen finished 9th
Inganathi Fanki 5th
Open Boys
Rugare Mdlankomo finished 7th
Julius Rocher 5th
Xoleli Hoyi 3rd
Well done to all boys and girls who participated!
ATHLETICS
The Independent Schools Athletics Championships
was held last week at “The Oval” in PE. The athletes
were impressive with their manners and attitude as they
went on to achieve outstanding results on the track and

field. The hosts St George’s will post the official results
later this week.
GOLF
Seventeen boys travelled to Katberg Eco and Golf
Resort for annual golf tour. The boys and staff played
a warm up round on Friday afternoon, followed by
Championships Golf rounds on Saturday and Sunday.
Outstanding individual results were as follows:
Tour Rookie: Victor Botha
Day l Championship Winner: Stuart Carr
Day ll Championship Winner: Alastair Carle
Well done to all involved for the memorable tour!
FOOTBALL
Last week on Friday, all Prep sides played fixtures at
home and away. The U13A side has continued with their
unbeaten run as they went on to beat Merrifield School
by 6 – 2. Also playing at Hamilton Cub in East London
against Merrifield the U11A found the going tough as
they went on to lose 0 – 3.
The U11 and U13 B and C teams lost all their matches
playing against the much stronger Ntaba Maria and
Good Shepherd teams. However, the Preppies must be
commended for their fighting spirit, as they never gave
up the contest in all the matches.
To view Prep school sports fixtures, team lists
and sport results visit:

www.sport.saprepschool.com
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