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Dear Parents

What’s On: 16 - 22 October

“In all affairs, it’s a healthy thing now
and then to hang a question mark on the
things you have long taken for granted.”
(Bertrand Russell)
Schools are quiet places over half- terms and holidays,
although the constant grind of the cement mixer outside
the classrooms is a reminder that change remains in
the air.
The classrooms at Top Prep are looking fantastic! They
have been transformed into positive learning spaces,
giving the boys light, airy spaces in which to work
with direct access to the outside, which include new
outside learning and play spaces. We hope to be in
the classrooms by the end of this week and then we’ll
be back to normal – mostly! We’ve got to finish the
fence and the new outside structures with a deadline of
November 23 – the official opening.
We’ve been rebuilding and refurbishing on the people
front too. Both our Grade 5 teachers will be moving
on to new things next year. Mrs Thomas has accepted
a job offer in Johannesburg and will be moving to St
John’s College from January next year. Mr Roodt has
been offered the prestigious opportunity of leading the
St Andrew’s College Pipe Band after the resignation
of Mr Angus Nixon. Murray will also be teaching Life
Sciences at College in 2019. Our congratulations to
both Tamsyn and Murray – wonderful opportunities for
both of them!
We are delighted to be able to announce Mr Brandon
Dawson’s appointment as Grade 5 teacher for 2019
– we have decided to remain with one Grade 5 class
in 2019. Many of you will know Brandon through his
internship last year and his year of work experience this
year. Brandon read for a BA (English and Organisational
(Continued on page 2)

WEEK B
Tues 16

11h15
11h15
			
14h00

JP Play Rehearsals
Basketball (Jnr), Cricket (Jnr)
Tennis (Snr), Waterpolo (Snr)
Cricket (JP boys), Tennis (JP girls)

Wed 17

JP Play Rehearsal
Basketball (Snr), Cricket
(Snr). Tennis (Jnr), Waterpolo (Jnr)
Tennis (JP boys)
Ball Skills, Bakers’ Cricket
and Formation Gym (JP girls)
Team Swimming (Prep pool)
JP Play Rehearsals
Basketball (G5), Cricket (Jnr)
Tennis (Snr), Waterpolo (Snr)
Cricket (JP boys), Tennis (JP girls)
JP Play Rehearsals
Tennis U13A vs Port Alfred. Buses
depart at 13h00.
Tennis U11A vs Graeme (Fairlawn)
Tennis U11B vs Graeme. Buses
depart 13h00.
Basketball U13A, U11A vs PE
Comets (SAC courts)
Duty: Mr van Vuuren
Bedford Country School Mini
Cricket Festival in Bedford
Cricket vs Woodridge
Cricket vs St. Dominic’s Priory
Pre-Primary Paint, Play and Picnic

11h15
11h15
			
14h00
			
			
16h30
Thurs 18
11h15
11h15
			
14h00
Fri 19
11h15
			
			
14h00
			
			
14h30
			
			
Sat 20
09h00
			
			
			
09h00
WEEK A
Mon 22

11h15
11h15
			
			
14h00
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JP Play Rehearsals
Basketball (Snr) SAC
Cricket (Snrs) , Tennis (Jnr)
Waterpolo (Snr)
Tennis (JP boys), Ball Skills/
Bakers Cricket, (JP girls)
Team Swimming (Prep pool)
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(Headmaster’s Note cont/...)
Psychology) at Rhodes and then completed a PGCE
(English and Life Orientation) in 2017 while interning
at Prep. This year Brandon has been teaching English
and Geography to Grade 6, alongside Mr Paul, ideal
preparation for a career in teaching. We look forward to
welcoming Brandon to the full time staff in 2019.
Rev. David Stansbury takes over the role of School
Chaplain from Father Monwabisi who moves to Cape
Town at the end of the year. Mrs Bridget Swift will teach
isiXhosa to Grades 3 – 7, extending the teaching she
already does in this subject.
We have re-structured at the Pre- and Junior Primary
for 2019. Our Grade R class moves up to Grade One
as one class for 2019 to be taught by Mrs Rennie
who will also be moving classrooms. The Grade One
classroom will take the space currently occupied by Mrs
Lister and Mrs Wright’s classrooms (the temporary dry
wall between the two will be removed to facilitate this).
Mrs Wright will be teaching Grade R from 2019 in place
of Mrs Schäfer as Jean retires at the end of this year.
Dani has taught Grade R in a previous teaching life.
Grade Two will be one class from 2019 onwards, taught
by Ms Macdonald (who from next year will be Mrs Amm
following her nuptials in December). Sam will remain in
her current classroom. Mrs Lister and Ms Groenewald
will teach the two Grade 3 classes across the lawn.
Mrs Fowlds will be teaching Afrikaans (in place of Mrs
Nel who retires at the end of this year) and isiXhosa to
Grade R – 2 and Phys Ed to Grades 1 – 3. Heidi will also
manage the JP Sport Programme, produce the annual
JP play and be based in the JP Library from where she
will also provide very necessary admin support to the
Fairlawn Campus. The Library will be located adjacent
to the staff room (Mrs Rennie’s current classroom).
Mrs Lister will manage Fairlawn campus as HOD Preand Junior Primary.
And the cement mixer continues to grind away.

16 October 2018

Pre-Primary

Join us this Saturday for our
Paint, Play and Picnic morning!
We have a fantastic morning planned full of colourful
adventure for the little people of Grahamstown!
Bring along some friends and enjoy a morning of lively
and colourful diversions with your child.
We will busy ourselves with roller painting, balloon
stamping, cling wrap and marble painting, straw
painting and various other colourful endeavours.
Tea and coffee will be available, but bring your own
picnic to enjoy in our lovely Pre-Primary garden.
09h00 to 11h00 this Saturday morning.
RSVP: Jess Fick j.fick@saprepschool.com

Mr B

The Wooden Tower Grows ...
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Junior Prep

Social Manners for Children
Let’s help our little people polish up their manners this
week:
Say ‘Please’ when asking,
Say ‘Thank you’ when receiving,
Say ‘Excuse me’ after bumping into someone,
Put down your electronics when someone enters the
room.

Look people in the eye when speaking,
Let others finish before you speak
Say ‘yes Ma’am’ and ‘yes Sir’ when talking to grownups,
unless you know their names.
Greet people with ‘Hi’ and ‘How are you?’
Open doors for others,
Shake hands firmly.
Sharon Lister

Junior Prep Artists at Work

Elisha Dlulemnyango and Keanin Cordell work on
their self portraits in the Centre for Creative Learning

James Whyte, Amore Jansen van Rensburg and
Cwenga Ntutu happily display their creativity
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Senior Prep

The Cradock Weir drop off before ...

... and after

Tackling the Great Fish ...

Their only swim, a fairly scary one at that, came
towards the end of “Soutpans”. Although he found it
difficult to choose between the stand out obstacles, the
highlight was shooting Cradock Weir without a swim.
We must also mention the unbelievable support, interest
and encouragement Nic has received from Mr Dampies.
Thank you for allowing him the time off.

Below is an excerpt from an email from Jurie Swart,
following his son Nicolaas’ remarkable paddle on the
Fish River.
Hi Mr Paul,
The Fish is a technically challenging river, not without
some danger ... Loveday Zondi [Nicolaas’ partner] is
a very accomplished paddler with a fantastic blend
of patience, caring and discipline. In fact I have no
doubt if his cards had been dealt a little differently,
he would have been a fine member of the teaching
profession. He used to coach the St Davids boys when
Nic was in grade 1-3 and they have just always had a
special bond, so we were very happy to entrust Nic to
Loveday’s care, the result of a conversation on how to
keep him interested in his chosen sport after he moved
to Prep.
Paddling is important to Nic in the greater sense of
confidence and sense of achievement.
They completed the 46km of day one in 3h42mins
and the 36km of day two in 2h31mins, total time of
6h13mins. This places them 145th out of 476 finishers
(572 started) and 39th out of 209 K2’s (256 started).
There are a number of obstacles and rapids on the
race course, but six stand out as the big challenges.
They chose to portage around only one, “Keith’s”, on
the simple logic that risking a broken boat less than
10kms from the start is just not a sensible risk.

And from the Prep team, we extend our congratulations
to Nic for his remarkable achievement!

Coming up to the finishing line
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Aboriginal Inspirations by Alastair Carle

16 October 2018

Grade 7 Memories of Prep by Daniel Bussiahn

SPORTS
Waterpolo Tour
The 2nd Waterpolo Team will tour George from Friday
9 – Sunday 11 November 2018.
Mr Brandon Dawson will announce the team shortly.

Parents, attached is the Cricket season fixture list for
the rest of this term. The list contains more details than
the school calendar allows and will be useful if you wish
to support your son’s team at any of the matches.
We hope to see you on the sidelines - the boys and staff
appreciate it.
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COMING UP SOON ...
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Parents Help Needed
Mrs Tamsyn Thomas is appealing to willing parents for help
with the covering of Library books.
You may email her on: t.thomas@saprepschool.com to arrange a suitable time.

Remember to Swipe Your Cards!
Prep is a MySchool beneficiary. Swiping your
MySchool card is an easy and painless way of
fund-raising for various projects.
It’s quick and simple and it doesn’t cost you a
cent!
Swipe your MySchool card whenever you shop at
Woolworths or fill up at Engen and a percentage
of the purchase amount will be allocated to your
listed beneficiary. In the past, we have used
these funds to support charities or to tick off
some bucket list items for the school.
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