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What’s On: 23 - 29 October
WEEK B
Tuesday 23 October
11h15		JP Play Rehearsals
11h15		Basketball (Jnr), Cricket (Jnr), Tennis (Snr),
		Waterpolo (Snr)
14h00		Cricket (JP boys), Tennis (JP girls)

Wednesday 24 October
11h15		JP Play Rehearsal
16h00
U13A Waterpolo vs Kingswood (A)
		

Dear Parents
“That’s what learning is, after all: not whether we
lose the game, but how we lose and how we’ve changed
because of it and what we take away from it that we’ve
never had before, to apply to other games.
Losing, in a curious way, is winning.”
(Richard Bach – The Bridge Across Forever)
I remember in a previous life when hockey was still played
on grass (I’m giving things away here) taking a very good
(primary school first) hockey team to play a very good
hockey team from another (much larger) school. One has
these teams occasionally in small primary schools – where
it all seems to gel and things go very well. In all honesty it
happens quite rarely in small schools, but it does happen.
There was quite a bit of pressure on the boys (and
their coach). We were part of a strong hockey-playing
community (this was in KZN during the height of KZN’s
dominance as a hockey province) and many of the boy’s
parents were my hockey-playing peers. We expected
a good crowd and a good game. We were completely
surprised at the turnout – over 1000 spectators for a prep
school fixture!
We lost a tight and rather tense game by the odd goal in
three, largely due to a defensive lapse. Driving the slow,
windy and rather misty road back to school, I was quite
grumpy, mulling over the what-ifs and what-may-havebeens and how to fix things when a rather loud chuckle
from the back of the bus caught my attention. Glancing in
the rear-view mirror, I saw a happy bunch of boys who had
already forgotten the result but had so enjoyed (and still
were enjoying) their time.
The learning for me, as a young coach, was that how we
play is as important, if not more important than the result.
An equally important post-script to the story is that not one
of those boys who were under such pressure on the day
play hockey today.
We have a very busy sporting weekend this weekend with
Waterpolo at Grey, a Basketball tour to Johannesburg,
(Continued on page 2/...)

Thursday 25 October
11h15		JP Play Rehearsals
11h15		Basketball (G5), Cricket (Jnr), Tennis (Snr),
		Waterpolo (Snr)
14h00		Cricket (JP boys), Tennis (JP girls)
15h00		EC Waterpolo Trials at Peasrson, PE.
		Private transport departs 13h00
19h00		Combined Choir Concert in Memory Hall
Friday 26 October
11h15		JP Play Rehearsals
13h45		Tennis U13A vs DSG at DSG
		Tennis U13B vs DSG (Bedford Courts)
14h00		Tennis U11A /B vs Port Alfred (h)
14h00		Basketball vs St Stithians (A)
14h00		Waterpolo U11A/C vs Grey Primary (A).
		Bus departs 12h00
14h30		Waterpolo U11B/U13B vs Grey Junior (A)
		Bus departs 12h00
15h00		Waterpolo U13A vs Grey Junior (A)
		Bus departs 12h00
19h00		Combined Ensemble Concert in Memory Hall
Saturday 27 October
		
Duty: Mr Warren van Vuuren
08h00		AISJ Invitational Basketball Tournament (A)
09h00		Cricket vs Grey U13A/B/C/D, U11A/B, U9A
WEEK A
Monday 29 October
11h15
JP Play Rehearsals
11h15
Basketball (Snr), Cricket (Snr), Tennis (Jnr),
Waterpolo (Jnr),
16h30
Team swimming
14h00
Tennis JP boys), Ball Skills, Bakers Cricket
(JP girls), Team Swimming
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(Headmaster’s Note continued/...)
Mini Cricket at Kingswood and Cricket against Grey (home
and away) on the agenda. That’s after the choir and
ensembles have performed with their counterparts from
DSG on Thursday and Friday evening and all our musicians
have “sat” their Trinity Music Exams on Wednesday (does
one “sit” a music exam?).
Good luck to all the boys and girls involved – it really is
about HOW we play (on the field and our instrument), as
much as about how well we do!
Mr B

Pre-Primary

Taking a Ride: The Gravante family let Francesco take
the wheel

The boys splash a myriad of colours onto the cellophane
while (below) other artists carefully construct flowers

Colour My World
Saturday morning’s Paint, Play and Picnic event reminded
us how much young children are fascinated by squishing
together different textures and colours, watching them
blend, and using all their senses to experience the wonder
of creativity. The children and parents had a lovely morning
and the weather was beautiful. We explored painting in
various forms from roller bottles to marbles, from brushes
on cellophane to hand prints and even balloon painting.
The important thing to remember is that it’s the process
that is significant, not the result!
The weather was lovely and all our little people and their
parents had a very creative morning. We gave a handout
to parents with some lovely ideas on how to be creative
with your child. Please see a copy attached.

Reminder
The Pre-Primary individual and group photos will be taken
by Morgan Sparrow this Wednesday.
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Junior Prep
Living Mathmeticians
This week the Junior Preppies will participate in The
Living Maths Challenge. They will have an opportunity to
demonstrate how they think both critically and creatively;
how they approach a problem from different angles and
come up with a sound solution.
Maths teaches critical thinking skills such as logical
thinking, problem solving and the ability to think in creative
ways, and these skills can be applied with much success
to other subjects as well.

Kagan Fan `n Pack Fun!

who then writes it down on the whiteboard. The fourth
child checks that the word is correct and praises and/
or encourages them. The Kagan technique is such an
exciting team exercise and learning is spontaneous and
fun.

The Grade 1s love practicing their spelling words. Each
child has a chance to fan the cards, another child picks a
card and reads the word to the third person in the group
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Boarding

Our JP Boarders baked some delicious crumpets!

Music
The choir and the ensembles have been practising
furiously for the combined Prep and DSG events this
week on Thursday and Friday nights at 7pm respectively.
Please come and support them, both evenings are sure to
be a real treat. See the flyer for more information.
Our individual musicians are taking part in their Trinity
Music exams on Wednesday this week. They have been
working extremely hard at perfecting the material required.
We wish them all the very best. All the hard work will pay
off!

Christmas Book Gifts
At the joint Carol Service with DSG on
December 2, we aim to gift a number of preloved books to the newly opened Whistlestop
School in Makhanda.
Girls and boys are encourage to find one book
at home (suitable for Grade R to 5 readers) and
place it under the Christmas tree during the
service. A simple ribbon or bow on the book
would be suffice instead of wrapping them.
Thank you in advance for your support in
assisting us to build a much needed library for
young learners in our special community.
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SPORT

Our Waterpolo Team enjoyed an exciting match against Graeme College on Friday

Busy Sportsmen ...
Despite the disruption and eventual cancellation of Tennis
matches last Friday afternoon as well as the Bedford Mini
Cricket Festival last Saturday (due to the very welcome
rain) Prep teams enjoyed an active weekend of sport.
The scheduled Basketball fixture against the PE Comets
Juniors saw the Preppies gel exceptionally well winning
with a somewhat flattering score of 28 – 4. Bad light saw
the U11A match against the same opposition timed-out
after 12 minutes of play.
The U13A Waterpolo team played against the Graeme
U15A side due to the lack of competitive Waterpolo teams

in Grahamstown. An exciting match saw the Preppies
overturn their early season loss to the same team into a
9 – 2 win. That’s quite a turnaround considering the age
gap between the boys and the physical difference in size!
Our junior sides played an internal league in the College
pool with three sides playing a round-robin format.
The Preppie cricketers enjoyed the balance of the results in
their matches against St Dominic’s Priory and Woodridge
teams.
Our thanks to St Dominic’s who came to the rescue when
Woodridge withdrew their A teams from the fixture due to
a clash on their side. Our Open and U11 teams were too
strong for the opposition, all winning by some margin (over

The U13As played against PE Comets on Friday in wet and chilly conditions but thoroughly enjoyed the match
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The Team chilling on the sidelines before their match
against St Dominics on Saturday

Josh Furtner bowls a stinger

200 runs at the 1st XI level). Our Pups A side went down
by 3 runs in an exciting (not for the coaches) game which
saw 20 wickets fall for a mere 53 runs!
This week’s attention shifts to a full set of Cricket (home
and away) and Waterpolo (all away) fixtures against Grey.
It is worth noting that Prep is playing Grey at Waterpolo for
the first time ever - a little history in the making!
The majority of the Tennis players will be involved in Albany
Trials while the rest of the club players will be involved in
fixtures against Port Alfred (U11) and DSG (U13).
The Basketball 1st team will be away on their maiden tour
to Johannesburg where they will compete against some
of the top Basketball playing schools in Southern Africa.
Games will be played on Friday and Saturday. We wish
the basketballers well!
Enjoy what promises to be an action-packed weekend of
sport!
Patrick Gumunyu
(Director of Sport)

Noah Da Motta perfects his technique

Roan Fuller returns the serve
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Senior Prep

Afrikaans Folk Sing-Song
During Assembly this week, the junior Afrikaans boys
took to the stage. The Grade 4s enternained us with
a rousing rendition of Jan Pierewiet, accompanied
on guitar by Zian Dreyer and Imi Api, after which the
Grade 5s recited two poems celebrating our wonderful
grandparents, My Oupa and My Ouma.

Sasol/Forever Eco Quiz Winners
Roman van Zyl, Finlay Griffin, Thando Nxumalo and Mark
Were received a medal and prize money for their project
for the 2018 Sasol/Forever Eco Quiz.
The team investigated single-use plastics, created a
compost heap and wrote an essay about Food Waste and
Food Security in their project.
Although they did not make it through to the final round,
they were commended on the thought-provoking work
they did on their project.

Grade 4 art inspired by Giocometti and Shadows

Jackson Pollock inspiared Sphero abstract art

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

PREP Newsletter

23 October 2018

						

Remember to
Swipe Your Cards!
Prep is a MySchool beneficiary. Swiping your
MySchool card is an easy and painless way
of fund-raising for various projects.

It’s quick and doesn’t cost you a cent!
Swipe your MySchool card whenever you
shop at Woolworths or fill up at Engen and
a percentage of the purchase amount will be
allocated to your listed beneficiary.
These funds are used to support charities and
to tick off some bucket list items for the school.
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