PREP
PREP
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Dear Parents
I find myself spending far too much time in front of a
computer at this time of year and, as will happen when one
writes as often and as much as I seem to be doing (Council
reports, Andrean reports, School reports, confidential
reports, newsletters, policy reviews – for it is that time of
year) you can feel the back muscles tense, the eyes get a
little glazed and the posterior becoming progressively more
numb. I find a distinct correlation between the numbness
level of my gluteus maximus and my ability to concentrate
– I wonder if that’s a common phenomenon?
Occasionally, not always for I do see the advantages of
computers, I yearn for the days of pen and paper and the
more relaxed posture of being hunched over a writing
pad or a pile of school reports and for the smell and feel
of paper and ink, distinctive in the life of a teacher, but
seemingly becoming less so as computers consume more
of the daily tasks. All in the search for greater efficiency.
Or is it? This is a question we have been pondering for a
while. How technology makes learning and teaching more
efficient? How intelligently are we using the technology
available to us? What does excellence in the use of
technology mean? We have set Mr Heymans the task of
developing an action research question on the efficient and
intelligent use of technology at Prep. What does it mean
in our context, with our children and our way of thinking
about education?
It is of particular relevance as we manage the intrusion of
cell phones into the daily lives of our children. I use the
word intrusion purposely, because it is precisely what they
are. I have no doubt of the value of that little device that
is capable of something between 1 billion and 100 billion
FLOPS (Floating-Point Operations Per Second). I am
beginning to wonder, though, at the ability of the human
holding that device to manage it; the human who’s brain
is estimated to be capable of one quintillion FLOPS (that’s
one followed by 18 zeros). More importantly, how do we
help our children manage them? Listen to this talk and
give it some thought yourselves.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MC2X-LRbkE

						

What’s On: 14 - 20 November

WEEK A
Wednesday 14 November
11h15		Inter-House Tennis (Fairlawn Courts)
		Inter-House Basketball (SAC), Cricket (Snrs),
		Tennis (Jnrs), Waterpolo (Jnrs)
14h00		Tennis (JP boys), Ball Skills, Bakers Cricket and
		Formation Gym (JP girls), Team Swimming
16h00
U13 A/B Waterpolo Albany League at SAC
16h30		Team Swimming (SP pool)
		
Thursday 15 November
08h00		Grade 5 C4C trip to Amakhala Game Reserve
11h15		SP Inter-House Tennis (Fairlawn Courts)
		Basketball (G5), Cricket (Jnr), Tennis (Snr),
		Waterpolo (Snr)
14h00		Cricket (JP boys), Tennis (JP girls)
Friday 16 November
08h00		Moving Up Morning for current pupils Grades 00-3
10h30		Grades 4 and 5 to Holy Cross Concert
17h30
U13A Waterpolo Evening (Prep Clubhouse)
Saturday 17 November
		
Duty: Mr Gumunyu
09h00		U9A/U11A/U13A Cricket vs Dale (A)
09h00
U13B/U13C/U11B Cricket vs Dale (H)
			
WEEK B
Monday 19 November
11h15

14h00
16h30

Senior Inter-House Cricket
Basketball (Seniors) SAC Courts, Cricket (Seniors)
Tennis (Juniors), Waterpolo (Juniors) SAC
Tennis (JP boys), Ball Skills, Bakers Cricket and
Formation Gym (JP girls), JP Team Swimming
SP Team Swimming

Tuesday 20 November
11h00
11h15

14h00

Ethembeni Concert in Memory Hall
Junior Inter-House Cricket
Basketball (Juniors) SAC, Cricket (Juniors) (Top
Field/Retief, Tennis (Seniors) Fairlawn/Bedford
Courts, Waterpolo (Seniors) SAC Pool
Cricket (JP boys), Tennis (JP girls)

Mr B
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Pre-Primary

Snakes Alive!
This past week the Pre-Primary has been a-buzz with all
sorts of exciting happenings. A visit by some snakes and
Grahamstown’s special ‘snake man’ Chad Keates, who
taught us all about snakes and even let us hold them! The
Puppet World performance, once again, entranced us with
their gorgeous costumes and stories about Christmas
around the world. We loved dressing up and participating
in the show!

grips with different Kagan structures and discover how
cooperative learning works.They love learning from each
other! The `Stand Up, Hand Up, Pair Up’ methods keep
the children moving. Curiosity towards the world they live
in increases, as does the willingness to work together and
learn from each other..

Kagan Structures
The Pre-Primary children, from Grade 000s to Grade
Rs are learning about group collaboration as they get to
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Junior Prep

Outdoor Ed Excursions!

climbed over fences, had a little swim and even got to
have a ride on the quad bike.
A lot of fun was had while we learnt about all the wonderful
things on the farm. We were lucky enough to watch their
little lamb being fed, who goes by the name of Patrick
Lambert.

Grade 1s Hit the Beach!
On Monday 5 November, the Grade 1 children visited
Kenton-on-Sea as part of their Integrated Studies.
What a wonderful day it was! Team-building was the focus
of the morning, from a sandcastle competition to a fun
water challenge and finally an exciting treasure hunt. Not
only was the weather perfect, but the children had such
fun exploring the rock pools, dipping their toes in the chilly
water and playing beach cricket.

Grade 2s Explore the Veld
The Grade 2s ventured out to the Lister’s farm for a nature
hike last week. The children collected little treasures,
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Grade 3 Challenges!

Last week Thursday a very excited group of Grade 3s set
off on their second Outdoor Ed adventure for 2018. They
reached Bushman Sands ready for some action packed
activities. From facing their fears while abseiling off a
bridge, shooting a pellet gun, leopard crawling through the

mud to having a leisurely swim and telling stories around
the fire while roasting marshmallows.
The much anticipated “Stalk the Lantern” that night got
more adrenalin flowing. The children were wonderful. They
did it all!
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SPORT

Water-Tight Tour
On Friday, the Prep U12A Waterpolo side journeyed to
George to compete in the Glenwood Festival. Saturday
was an awesome day, filled with lots of fun, learning and
bonding as a team. The boys did extremely well, as their
first practice together happened on the day of their first
fixture. There was a lot of Preppie pride, passion and heart
in the pool while our boys gave it everything they had from
start to finish. Results are as follows:
Prep vs George South: Prep won 3-2.
Prep vs Oakhill: Prep lost 0-7
Prep vs Plettenberg Bay Primary: Prep won 5-3
Prep vs Holy Cross: Drew 3 all
Prep U11A vs Oakhill U11A: Prep lost 0-1.
The rest of the tour was fantastic fun. The boys enjoyed
a morning at Victoria Bay beach and finished off with
milkshakes after an icy swim. Pizza and a movie ended
the day nicely.
On Sunday morning, the boys enjoyed one last treat before
heading home: breakfast at Spur overlooking the Knysna
Waterfront.

Dolphin Shield Gala
Last week, our swimmers participated in the Dolphin
Shield Gala winning all the U9, U11, U12 and U13 age
group Shields. Congratulations team SAP!

Cricket
The Cricket teams played Hudson Park. Fantastic
cricket was played all round. (See scores and match
analysis on page 6.)
This week all our teams play against Dale. Thereafter
the boys will be involved in Inter-house matches,
Leavers vs Staff and Leavers vs Stayers.

Tennis
The Tennis teams concluded their season fixtures with
matches against Kingswood U11. Both our A and B teams
lost to stronger Kingswood teams. The U13B team playing
away was victorious against Hermitage House School
U13A. The boys are currently playing in Inter House and
School Championship matches.
This Friday, the Prep teachers take on the Grade 7 leavers
at Fairlawn. Parents are most welcome to come along and
support.
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CRICKET RESULTS - 10 NOVEMBER 2018

Team

Oposition

Format

Match Analysis

Pups U9A

Hudson Park

25 Overs

Prep 58/9. Hudson 60/3. Prep lost by 7 wickets.

Colts A

Hudson Park

40 0vers

Hudson 198/8 (J-D Whyte 3/30 in 8 overs). Prep 130 all out (E
Bradfield 47). Prep lost by 68 runs.

3rd XI

Hudson Park

40 Overs

Prep 228 all out (J Sparks 43, D Sparks 36). Hudson 208 all out (A
Galadla 3/29, A Pienaar 2/20). Prep won by 21 runs.

2nd XI

Hudson Park

40 0vers

Hudson 247/7 (J Kroon 3/59). Prep 214 all out (C Rose-Innes 53,
R van Zyl 47, N Field 45*). Prep lost by 2 wickets.

1st XI

Hudson Park

50 Overs

Prep 191 all out (M Were 40). Hudson 189 all out (B White 3/12 in 7
overs). Prep won by 2 runs.

Basketball
The Basketball 1st Team and U11s played friendly matches
against DSG U15 teams. It was impressive to see how
all the teams have improved since the beginning of the
year. Prep 1st Team comfortably won their match and the
U11 side lost by two points. Another Albany League fixture
pitting Prep 1st Team against College U14B side followed
the following day on Friday, again won by the Preppies.
Enjoy what is left of Prep sports in 2018!
Patrick Gumunyu
Director of Sports

Remember to Swipe
Your MySchool Cards!
Swiping your MySchool card is an easy and
painless way of fund-raising for your school.

It’s quick and doesn’t cost you a cent!

Swipe your MySchool card whenever you shop
at Woolworths or fill up at Engen. A percentage
of the purchase amount will be allocated by the
outlet to your beneficiary of choice for wish list
items.
Thank you!

Christmas Book Gifts
At the combined Carol Service with DSG
Junior on December 2, we’d like to gift
some pre-loved books to the newly opened
Whistlestop School in Makhanda.
Please could the children find one book at
home suitable for Grade R - 5 readers and
place it under the Christmas tree. A simple
ribbon or bow on the book will suffice.
Thank you in advance for your support!
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Music

Julius Rocher entertained us in assembly by playing an
extremely complicated and technically challenging violin
piece, especially for a boy of his age in Grade 6. He
performed with great confidence and musicality blowing us
away with his performance. A real maestro in the making!

At The Going Down of the Sun ...
Remembrance Day on November 11 marked the 100th
anniversary of the Armistace which marked the end of
the First World War in 1918. Also known as Poppy Day,
the annual tradition is marked by a two minute silence at
11am to remember those who lost their lives. The Prep
Headmaster, Headboy and Deputy laid a wreath at the
War Memorial in Church Square.

Mr Julian Arenzon, our exceptional drum teacher, performed
for the Grade 4-7 boys on Monday after assembly. He
played three pieces from the Associate Diploma (ATCL)
exam repertoire he did recently. He wowed the boys with
his incredible talent which they thoroughly enjoyed.
We had a Q&A session afterwards where the boys asked
him a variety of questions. At the end he urged the boys to
continue practising hard. The hard work will one day pay
off and the rewards will be great and definitely worth it.
Last week we held the Marimba Band trials for 2019.
Those boys in Grade 6 who wanted to be considered
for the Marimba Band next year came to try out. There
were a lot of nerves, a few boys even held their breath
the entire time they played and only released it once they
were finished. They all performed incredibly well and the
competition was fierce.

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

PREP Newsletter

13 November 2018

						

The Rotary Club of Grahamstown in conjunction with
Hospice, presents:

Carols by Candlelight
Cathedral of St. Michael and St George
Tuesday 20 November 2018 at 19h00

Marimba Band 2019
Eight boys were chosen for the Marimba Band next year.
There are still a few more places available to join the band
so the boys were encouraged to keep on practising and
persevere as they may make it into the band next year.
Well done to the following boys:
Laza Mntonintshi, Nick Field, Anda Galadla, Divan Eksteen,
Connor Moorcroft, Liso Mgwedi, Kahaya Kabushenga,
Thando Nxumalo.

Children are invited to arrive at 18h00 to be part
of the service. They will receive something to
dress up in and will join the growing nativity
scene as the service progresses. Join in the fun!

Please bring toys for distribution to needy
children.
Proceeds go to the Holy Cross School, Good Shepherd
Pre-Primary and George Dickerson Pre-Primary

Entrance: R5/child R10/adult

Senior Prep

From Farm to Fork

Portraits of Self

The Grade 7s have been hard at work on their self portraits.
Drawn in pencil from a photograph, the boys copied the
other half of themselves as accurately as possible. Several
samples are up in the Robert House passage.

The Grade 4 boys had a busy project based learning week
discovering and exploring subsistence and commercial
farming.
We began the week by reading content from Cyberwall
and completing set activities relating to people and food,
ways of farming and crop and stock farming in South Africa.
We took a trip to Spar and Checkers to compare prices
of different fruit, vegetables and meat per kilogram. The
data was then organised and displayed using a bar graph.
The project groups had to choose a picture of a food and
create a flow map of the foods journey from farm to fork.
We visited the Whytes citrus farm in Addo to see first hand
how citrus fruit is grown, picked, packed and exported to
overseas markets.
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Tickets from Cheryl Emmerson. Tel. 084 419-6450
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Thank you
to Prep’s Support Staff
Many thanks to all the parents who have pledged
towards our Support Staff year end gift vouchers so
generously!
Preparing meals daily for our many children, constructing
the stage and props for events and productions, cleaning
up after evening functions and keeping our campus in
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order are just some of what our Support Staff so ably
take care of.
This week is the last week for pledges for the end of
year gift voucher. Please help us to thank our staff with
a voucher so that each person may choose how they
spend it.
Cash or pledges need to be given/emailed to Ms Lynn
Cordell:
l.cordell@saprepschool.com
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