PREP
PREP

NEWS | 20 November 2018

Dear Parents
The main building at Top Prep, known as Robert House,
is named after Robert George Mullins, Prep’s first
headmaster and founder of the boarding house; the
initial use of this building in which I sit and cogitate on my
contribution to this week’s newsletter.
RG Mullins was known as “Bollai” to the boys of Prep,
the origin of which nickname is “hidden in the dust of the
playground; its age unknown” (I’ll Sing You One-Oh, pg.
26). Bollai was famous for his “work hard, play hard, sleep
hard, eat hard” dictum, which he believed made a happy
school (he instituted shorter school hours as a result and
allowed boys time to work and play on the “farm” at Prep).
He was also a headmaster who liked to make memories
for boys; many was the holiday camping trip he took boys
on during the school holidays.
I think Bollai would be happy walking down the corridor in
Robert House today. The walls are lined with sketches by
the Grade 7 boys, both of themselves and their memories
of Prep. It is interesting to see what the boys regard as
“memory-worthy.” Pictures of the Clubhouse at Fairlawn,
Lorraine Mullins’ birdbath (that’s a whole newsletter on its
own), the Handball Court, the Robert House Garden and
quite a few of the Triangle entrance.
There is a lot of feeling apparent in these simple pencil
sketches. One can sense the emotion the boys hold
for Prep in their drawings; they are bright and happy
drawings, which appear to the observer to be celebrating
a place of great enjoyment and happiness. A community
where they feel safe and “held”. Just what we want for our
boys. That is my observation, and I may be biased. Come
and have a look for yourself.
Mr B

						

What’s On: 21 - 27 November

WEEK B
Wednesday 21 November
09h00		Prep/DSG Public Speaking Competition
11h15		SP Inter-House Cricket matches
		Tennis (Jnrs), Waterpolo (Jnrs)
14h00		Tennis (JP boys), Ball Skills, Bakers Cricket and
		Formation Gym (JP girls), Team Swimming
16h30		Team Swimming (SP pool)
		
Thursday 22 November
11h15		SP Inter-House Squash
		SP Inter-House Cricket
		Basketball (G5), Cricket (Jnr), Tennis (Snr),
		Waterpolo (Snr)
14h00		Cricket (JP boys), Tennis (JP girls)
16h30		Highland Dancing practice (Memory Hall)
Friday 23 November
11h00		Bus departs for Selborne College. U11A Waterpolo
		matches against Hudson/Stirling/Selborne begin
		at 13h30.
18h30		Highland Dancing Concert in Memory Hall
Saturday 24 November
		Duty: Marc Paul
12h00		Staff vs Leavers Waterpolo
			
WEEK A
Monday 26 November
09h30
11h15

Pre-Primary concert rehearsal in Memory Hall
Senior Inter-House Cricket
Basketball (Seniors) SAC Courts, Cricket (Seniors)
Tennis (Juniors), Waterpolo (Juniors) SAC

Tuesday 27 November
11h15

13h30

U11 Junior Inter-House Cricket
Basketball (Juniors) SAC, Cricket (Juniors) (Top
Field/Retief, Tennis (Seniors) Fairlawn/Bedford
Courts, Waterpolo (Seniors) SAC Pool
SP Class photos on Robert House lawn. Full Blues.
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Pre-Primary
Multi-Dimensional Me!
When you’re a child, it’s not only fascinating to see your
body from different perspectives, but it’s also important
to develop a sound sense of one’s own body in space —
from the front as well as the back! Everyone at the PrePrimary is so excited about our new mirror pyramid, very
kindly fashioned by Ryan Ferguson, Courtney and Ross’
dad. The Pre-Primary children curl up inside it and see
themselves in marvellous multiple dimensions!

Looking Ahead ...
Our end of year concert practices are in full swing and
we’re counting the days until the big performance on
30 November. Costumes will come home this week for
adjusting.
While we’re thinking about the end of the year, our
disadvantaged children’s toy collection box is looking sadly
empty. Please would parents (with your child’s permission)
dig out some unused toys and add them to the box on the
Pre-Primary veranda. On a different note – even though
the Grade Rs are starting to stretch their wings and fly off
to ‘big school’, they still love the simple pleasures of life –
like being buried in the sandpit!
Being buried in the cool, soft sand is so much fun!
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Junior Prep

You’ve Got to Move-It, Move-It!
(An overview by one of our Move Up children)
“Move up Morning” at JP was so much fun! We met our
teachers for next year and they are awesome. We’ve
loved our teachers this year but, as you know, a kid has
to keep going up in the world! So we are looking forward
to discovering a whole new world next year in our new
grades.
We’ve got brains in our heads and feet in our shoes. We
can steer ourselves in any direction we choose…
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SPORT

Cricket
A Beautiful End to a Fantastic Season
Pups A ended their cricket season on Saturday 17
November, with a fantastic win against Dale.
We’d all like to thank Mr Dylan Bouchier, who leaves Prep
at the end of this year, for his contributions as the team’s
co-coach. We wish you well, Mr B, as you head up to
Johannesburg to pursue your career in law.
Marc Paul
2018 has been a year of much success - not necessarily in
our win/loss ratio - but in the many lessons accomplished
and the foundations set for 2019 and beyond.

The cricketers concluded a very good season with positive
results against traditional rivals, Dale. Some interesting
figures were returned and some scorecards should be
framed for posterity. The Colts B scorecard, for example,
shows Prep making 125 all out – 73 of those being extras!
The Dale U11B side were bowled out for 26 with 10 ducks
on the card and 21 runs off the bat, all by the opening
batsman! What a game! Please see the results table for
a full analysis of all matches. Thanks to all those parents
who made the journey to King Williams Town to support
the boys.

Waterpolo
The Waterpolo U13A team played in a quadrangular with
Stirling, Hudson and Selborne in East London. A win

Cricket Results 17 November 2018
Team

Format

Match Analysis

Pups - U9A

Dale

25 Overs

Prep 107/4 (S Bussiahn 36; S Van Der Merwe 35).
Dale 96/6 (S Bussiahn 4/5 in 4 overs).
Prep won by 11 runs.

Colts B

Dale

30 Overs

Prep 125 all out (Z Dreyer 17). Dale 26 all out (S White 5 for 8).
Prep won by 99 runs.

Colts A

Dale

40 Overs

Dale 89 all out (M Ladds 3/7 in 5; A Carle 2/10 in 8).
Prep 90/2 (J Davies 32). Prep won by 8 wickets.

3rd XI

Dale

40 Overs

Dale 181 all out. Prep 110 all out. Prep lot by 71 runs.

2nd XI

Dale

40 Overs

Prep 378/6 (C Pretorius 133; J Kroon 61*; R Le Roux 51).
Dale 68 all out (R Van Zyl 7/23). Prep won by 319 runs

1st XI

Dale

50 Overs

Prep 279 all out (B White 90; M Poole 74). Dale 148 all out (O Khayi
5/20 in 5). Prep won by 131 runs.
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(against Hudson Park), a draw with Stirling and a loss
to Selborne was a good return for the day’s travel. This
weekend, the U11A travel to Selborne to play in a similar
quadrangular.

Tennis
Prep has many hidden talents. The staff turned out for the
annual Staff vs Leavers tennis fixture on Friday afternoon
in gear more suited to a fancy dress than a tennis court
(above). Clearly appearance counts for little as the staff
ran out the winners on an afternoon of strange serves,
roaring returns and no pulled hamstrings!

Inter-House
The inter-house trophy is up for grabs with the leaderboard
currently quite congested. The Tug of War on Monday
morning was a passionate affair. The cricket, basketball
and squash which followed (and are still ongoing) have
been no less so. Excitement abounds and the lunch tables
have been scenes of animated discussion on the fastest
50 (Bert White achieved this in 14 balls), the best dunk and
deftest boast! What a sporting year 2018 has been!
Patrick Gumunyu
Director of Sports

20 November 2018

Outstanding Rider!
We have a winner!
Our horseman, Joshua Furtner, riding Island Romance,
came 1st overall in the Junior 70cm of the EC Eventing
Championships, held at PE Polocrosse this past weekend.
Josh was the only Grahamstown rider to participate in
this event, and the only primary school horse-rider in his
particular division, which consisted of seven riders.
Friday saw all riders showing up for registration and
walking the course. After an early start attending to the
horses on Saturday morning, dressage commenced as
the first of the three-phase competition, in which Josh
placed 3rd.
In the afternoon, show-jumping took place. The top four
riders in Josh’s group all jumped clear rounds, keeping
Josh in 3rd position. However, Sunday’s cross-country
tested the riders to the max, with Josh outriding the
others, to move up to 1st place.
One could not have hoped for a better finish for Joshua’s
2018 Eventing. Enormous thanks to his trainers, Helen
Grapes and Dayne Theopilous.
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Music

Trinity Exam Results
Pupil

Junior Prep

Instrument

Grade

Instrument

Grade

Result

Nicholas Smailes

Piano

Initial

Merit

Lucy Holderness

Piano

Initial

Distinction

Thando Nxolmathu

Piano

1

Merit

Kayla Wienekus

Piano

Initial

Distinction

Connor Moorcroft

Drums

1

Merit

Travis Burchell

Piano

Initial

Distinction

Steffan Eksteen

Violin

1

Merit

Michaela Blaine

Violin

1

Distinction

Jaryd Mattison

Violin

1

Merit

Megan Wienekus

Piano

2

Distinction

Nicholas Field

Drums

2

Merit

Jonathan Pretorius

Cello

2

Distinction

John Davies

Piano

2

Distinction

Joseph Kroon

Piano

2

Merit

Tristan Gwavu

Clarinet

3

Merit

Hlonela Ntshingwa

Trumpet

3

Pass

Liyema Mntonintshi

Trumpet

3

Pass

Rugare Mdlankomo

Piano

3

Pass

Classical
Guitar

4

Distinction

Piano

5

Merit

Christopher Pretorius
Michael Mulcahy

Result

Pupil
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Three Schools Photo Shoot
Yesterday, we dashed out with one of our Pre-Primary
children, two Junior Preppies and a Senior Prep boy to join
the DSG and College pupils for a 3-schools photo shoot.
The Preppies thoroughly enjoyed interacting with the older
pupils. Our JP boarder, Imi Mgudlandlu, was showered
with hugs from the older girls who had been with her at
The Grange. These photos will be used on our website,
the new 2019 Prospectus and on advertising media. The
Preppies were very excited to think they are now famous!

Christmas Holiday Camp
on Merino Farm

Join us for a 4-night, fun-filled camp
during the December holidays!

Monday 10 December
- Friday 14 December
Age: Girls and boys 7-12 years
For more information:
Contact Julie Sparks: 083 448 0236 j.sparks@saprepschool.com
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Senior Prep
quite old because the pattern was dropping off, leaving
only the bone part. They saw another one in the distance
but carried on. Next, they saw a weird-looking branch
sticking out of the grass, which turned out to be a male
ostrich resting after a journey.
They also saw a secretary bird - a very beautiful creature
- being stalked by a jackal, and near the roadside was
an ostrich egg that hadn’t developed properly. They
then saw a lone male wildebeest defending his territory
against some springbok, which was very exciting to
watch. As they drove down to the river, they saw an
elephant stripping the trees bare of their leaves; this was
a magnificent sight and ended their awesome outing to
Amakhala.
Thanks to C4C for this amazing experience!

C4C FUN!
On Thursday 16 November, the Grade 5 Preppies were
invited to Amakhala by Coaching for Conservation (also
known as C4C) for a fun-packed outing.
The boys were split into two groups. Grade 5.1 went on
the game drive first, which was really fun. While they
were looking for animals, the Grade 5.2s were kept busy
with soccer activities, such as dribbling, defending and
‘protecting your tails’ against the poachers.
There were good lessons to be learnt, such as turning
fast and defending your territory. They also learned about
why poaching is so bad for the animals’ environment and
how every animal is linked in a way to keep each other
alive.
After all the activities were done and the G5.1s got back,
everyone had lunch and then the G5.2s went on a game
drive. The first animal they saw was a dead baby giraffe
that had been killed by a lion. The jackals came and
finished off the meat.
The boys spotted a leopard tortoise shell, which was

Amazing Sphero Mazes
In this activity, the boys will applied their understanding of
geometry by collaboratively creating a maze that included
right angles, acute angles, obtuse angles, parallel lines,
and intersecting lines. They then used the SpheroEdu App
to programme Sphero to travel the maze.
The Senior Preppies needed to measure accurately and
use critical thinking skills to program the correct degrees
for the angles they created. This project also provided the
opportunity to try to programme another team’s maze.
The boys were fascinated by the project and by what they
could achieve with their Spheros.
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Tickets from Cheryl Emmerson. Tel. 084 419-6450
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