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Wednesday 6 February
08h00		
JP Eye Screening
14h00
Mini Cricket Festival
Girls League with Oatlands
and Yellowwoods
17h00		Waterpolo U13B vs Kingswood
U13A at the SAC Pool B
U13A vs Graeme College U15A
		at the SAC Pool A
		

Thursday 7 February
08h00		JP Eye Screening
14h00		Mini Cricket League Pups B
and C (Fairlawn)

Friday 8 February
11h00		
Exco Meeting
13h30		Tennis U13A vs Kingswood (H)
		Tennis U13B vs Kingswood (A)
(Bus departs 13h00)
14h00
Mini Cricket Festival Pups B
and C (Fairlawn)
Albany Basketball League,
Alec Mullins Sports Hall, Rhodes
		Waterpolo TBC
14h30
Golf at the Belmont Valley Golf
Course. Bus departs 14h00.
Weekend Duty: Mr Gumunyu

Saturday 9 February
09h00

Cricket U11B / U13C / U13D vs
Selborne (H)
Cricket U11A vs Selborne (A)
Cricket U9A/ 13A/ U13B vs
Selborne (A) Bus departs 06h00
Basketball U13A Quadrangular
Festival at SAC

Sunday 10 February
11h00

Bushman’s River Mile swim
Buses depart 08h30

WEEK A
Tuesday 12 February
10h45
14h00

CPR Course (Grade 5)
Kingswood Short Course Gala
Bus departs 13h30

Dear Parents
We found out quite by accident that
last Friday was “World Read Aloud
Day” and so we jumped in with both
feet, even if it was with short notice.
Children read to adults, adults read
to children, children read to other
children, and some of the big people
even read to each other!
I was offered the enviable pleasure
of reading to the Grade 00 and
Grade 000 children. Accepting with
alacrity (who doesn’t enjoy spending
time with those whom a Chairman of
a school I once ran referred to fondly
as “the ankle-biters”), I made the
mistake of asking Bronwyn and Dee
to choose the book I would read to
their charges.
I’m not quite sure what I’ve done
to our two ladies who look after
the littlest of the Preppies? They
gave me a book called The Book
Without Pictures to read to the little
people. To be fair, they did suggest
I preview the book before reading it,
“because I might need to practise”,
but having read for years to my own
two daughters and to a variety of
boarding school littlies, I brazenly
jumped in where a more thoughtful
Head may have tarried awhile, or at

least considered a safer alternative.
So I found myself in front of our most
junior Preppies at this stage of their
life where everything is about visual
and tactile intake, making pictures
with words, and embellishing those
word pictures with sounds and voices
of things as strange as talking robot
monkeys and blueberry puddings
(who knew a blueberry pudding could
speak?).
Despite having properly made a
fool of myself, I really enjoyed the
15 minutes or so it took to read The
Book Without Pictures. The rapt
attention, unfettered laughter and
obvious enjoyment reminded me how
very important it is to read to, with or
alongside our children. It is, mums
and dads, the single most important
educational thing you can do for your
children in the years before they start
school and a wonderful bond to keep
as they grow.
So find a special book and fifteen or
twenty minutes a day to sit alongside
your little one (even the not-solittle ones). You won’t be sorry, and
the benefit for them will be, well,
priceless!
Mr B

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

Communication - the Human Connection

MySchool Portal

This Week’s Virtue ...

Kindness
toward myself and others

We have successfully loaded our
MySchool Portal with plenty of
information and tools to assist you
with your child’s school life here at
Prep.
This portal can be bookmarked on
your computer or saved to your home
screen on your smart phone.
Here are a few of the functions you
will find useful:
Parent Directory
Please opt into the Parent Directory
if you would like to share your contact
details with other Prep parents.
Due to POPI laws, we cannot include
anyone who has not specifically
asked for their details to be shown.
There are two options: Either all
Prep parents can view your selected
details or only your child’s grade
parents can view your selected
information. This is useful for
organising playdates, parties, etc.
and is also the easiest way to let the
school know of any changes to your
contact details.

There are options to sync the portal
calendar with your existing online
calendars, making planning so much
easier.
Please also check the calendar
periodically as there are
sometimes changes during the
term.
Rewards
Details of your children’s merits/good
bricks are available to view under the
Rewards tab.
Documents
Please peruse the School
Documents tab under School
Information. The various documents
are grouped into selections which
includes School Policies, Parent
Information Guides, Term Dates,
Extra-Curricular Timetables, SP Merit
System, Uniform Guidelines, etc.
Please contact Fiona Tessendorf
(f.tessendorf@saprepschool.com) if
you have any questions.

If you do not opt into the Parent
Directory, this information will not
be available to you.
Forms
Going forward, parents may fill in the
Lunch, Snack, Aftercare or Music
Tuition forms online. (Any termly
bookings that have already been
submitted are confirmed.)
Calendar
Details of all Prep events are
available on the portal calendar.
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“You can have brilliant ideas,
but if you can’t get them across,
your ideas won’t get you
anywhere.”
- Lee Iacocca
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Learning to Swim

Pre-Primary

The Grade Rs have had a super
start to their new school year. They
are vibrant, busy, and inquisitive
learners. The children are becoming
more accustomed to their routines
and responsibilities and take great
pride in earning “Beautiful Behaviour
Beans” for their group.
They have tackled team problem
solving skills, performed “The Three

Little Pigs” and built their houses.
They have thoroughly enjoyed the
introduction of their daily Nueronet
sessions, where co-ordintaion,
balance, counting, writing and
rhyming are all practised - parents
will be invited soon to join a session.
Dani Wright
Grade R Teacher
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🅿🅿🅸🅸🅸 🅸🅸🅸 🅽🅽 🅸🅸🅸 🅸🅸
Pack a picnic and bring your
best friend along to Prep
for a family fun day.
All Families with children 0 - 6
years are welcome!
Tea, Coffee and Juice provided.
9 March 2019 I 09h30 - 11h00 I Fairlawn
Please RSVP to J.Fick@saprepschool.com I (046) 603 2400
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Junior Prep

“You’re never too old,
too wacky, too wild,
to pick up a book
and read to a child.”
- Dr Seus.

Tell Me a Story ...
World Read Aloud Day is celebrated
on 1 February by people all over
the world. Around the globe, people
share stories to advocate for literacy
as a human right that belongs to all
people.
The reasoning behind it is built on the
simple logic that a well-established
culture of reading can be a real
game-changer for education.
The initiative seeks to raise
awareness of just how much reading

aloud supports children’s literacy
development.
And so, the Junior Preppies got to
join in and listen to some fantastic
stories from different teachers. Miss
G read to the Grade 2s, Mrs Rennie
read to the Grade 3s and Mrs Amm
read to the Grade 1s. The children
huddled on the carpet and sat wideeyed, listening to the stories and
looking at the pictures. They loved
interacting with the other grade
teachers in the different classrooms
after the story was over.

It’s Time ...
Finally, our beautiful garden clock that
was donated by the Grade 3 Leavers of
2017 is up in the garden.
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Senior Prep

Term 1 House
and Vice Captains

Lions House Captain:
Jono MacKenzie. Vice Captain:
Roman van Zyl.

Professor Skae on Business
Last week the Grade 7s were
privileged to have Professor Owen
Skae, Director of the Rhodes
University Business School, chat to
them about leadership and business
as part of our PREPTalks initiative.
Being the first talk of the year,
Professor Skae certainly has set the
bar high. He spoke about leadership
and leaders and what makes
excellent teams.
Given his experience and exposure
to the dealings of business around
the globe, the boys were treated

to several stories - those about the
New Zealand rugby team seemed to
generate the most interest.

Griffin House Captain:
Ben Wright. Vice Captain:
Mitchell Coventry

BOARDING

Fun in the Family
It was a pleasant and relaxing
weekend with our boarders! After a
busy Friday and Saturday packed
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with sports, the boys and girls spent
the rest of their weekend “chilling”,
swimming and, of course, the weekly
movie night in the dorm!
Our young socialites, the Gr 7s,
had a very busy weekend as they
celebrated not one, but TWO parties
this weekend, while our younger
Cubbies spent their weekend making
racing cars out of snacks and were
treated to a pizza on Sunday night to
conclude an awesome weekend!
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Tigers House Captain:
Raoul Eia.
Vice Captain: Julius Rocher

MUSIC

“Music gives a soul
to the universe,
wings to the mind,
flight to the imagination
and life to everything.”
- Plato

The Sound Of Music
The Music Department is in full
swing!
Almost every boy in Senior Prep has
signed up for some form of music,
whether choir, marimbas or an
individual instrument.
The number of Junior Prep boys and
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girls learning individual instruments
has also grown this year and is
flourishing.
It is wonderful to hear the various
musical sounds flowing out from the
music rooms all around the school
every day.
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SPORT

Digging Deep
and Finishing Strong
Our Junior Preppies conducted
themselves impeccably at the
Graeme College Gala last week.
Phew! The 50m pool was a big ask
for our little Preppies’ first gala of the
season. However, they dug deep in
the strangely cold weather for this
time of year and finished strong.
Our U9 girls brought home a first
place in all their strokes and the U9
boys proudly took second place in
their Freestyle.
Well done Preppies, we are so proud.
MIC JP Sport – Heidi Fowlds

Dear All
The wet conditions on Friday
afternoon, which we were all so
grateful for, saw the U11 tennis
matches against PJ Olivier and golf
at Belmont Valley cancelled.
The swimmers had their fitness
tested at their first gala at Graeme
College’s 50m pool. Despite the
somewhat cold and wet conditions,
our boys and girls acquitted
themselves well and good results,
particularly with our Girls U9 group,
were achieved overall. All swimmers
and water polo players will be
participating in the Bushman’s River
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Mile on Sunday morning. This will
be followed by the Kingswood Short
Course Gala to be held next Tuesday
at Kingswood swimming pool.
On Friday, the U13A and U13B tennis
teams travelled to Port Alfred where
both teams were victorious in their
double format matches. This week
both the U13A and U13B teams
take on Kingswood at Fairlawn and
Bedford courts. (Please note that
the U13B matches were moved from
Kingswood courts due to Albany
matches taking place there). Greg
White (U10), Steffan Eksteen, Liam
Painter, Likho Kayula (U12), Scott
Miles and Divan Eksteen (U14) will
be involved in Albany Challenge
matches. The U10 and U12 age
groups play their matches on Friday
at 14h00 at Kingswood and the U14
matches will take place on Sunday
starting at 09h30 also at Kingswood
College courts.
The basketballers found the going
tough against the more physical
Kuyasa U15 side last Friday when
they went down 6 – 9. On Saturday
morning, they will take on U14 sides
from Queens College, Kingswood
College, Grey High and SAC in
matches to be played at DSG and
Rhodes courts.
Thanks to Roger and Jenny
Wilkinson and their excellent team,
we managed to play all our cricket
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“What do we see as talent?
I think I have made the same
mistake myself.
We judge talent by people’s ability to strike a cricket ball.
The sweetness, the timing.
That’s the only thing
we see as talent.
Things like determination,
courage, discipline, temperament,
these are also talent.”
- Rahul Dravid

Prep’s U11A Cricket Team
matches against Westering despite
the rain on Thursday and Friday. On
a day when the bowlers dominated,
Prep’s Pups U9A restricted
Westering to 98/3 in 25 overs. They
went on to successfully chase the
target down for the lo444ss of only
three wickets. James Whyte and
De Wet van Deventer were both
undefeated on 25.
Both Colts sides could not get going
with the bat in their innings. The
Colts Bs were bowled out for 77.
Westering chased the target down,
winning a hard-fought game by
three wickets. In an equally lowscoring game, Sebastian Riley’s
4/10 gave the Colts A side hope in
their defence of a low score of 64.
Westering eventually posted 68/8
after being 52 without loss to win by
two wickets.

U15A while the Prep U13B team play
Kingswood girls U13A at SAC pool.
This week all our cricketers (girls
and boys) will be involved in fixtures.
A series of Mini Cricket matches
(beginning on Wednesday with the
first-ever girls cricket matches) will
be held at Fairlawn involving schools
from Grahamstown and surrounds. A
step up in form will be required as we
take on Selborne this Saturday. The
Pups A, U11 A, U13B and U13A will
all be in East London while the U11B,
U13C and U13D will be playing at
home.
After their practice rounds were
cancelled last week, the golfers are
desperate to get onto the fairways.
They are off to Belmont Valley on
both Friday and Sunday afternoons,
and we are expecting 18 boys to turn
out on each day.

Nick Danckwerts’ 3/1 from 4 overs
set up a comfortable win for the
U13Bs who bowled Westering out
for 57. Finlay Griffin top-scored with
26 runs in helping Prep win by seven
wickets.

Team lists and fixture details are
found on the school’s sports portal.
http://sport.saprepschool.com/

Alistair Carle and Ben Wright
weaved the magic of spin on
Westering again this weekend. Ben
bagged 4/28 and Ali 3/8 in restricting
Westering to 90. Scott Miles (39)
and Mark Were (20*) saw Prep to a
seven wicket win.

Patrick Gumunyu
Director of Sport

We look forward to a great (and
historic) week of Prep sports!

On Wednesday the U13A Water
Polo team play Graeme College
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Cricket Results
Date

Team

Opposition

Format

Match Analysis

2 Feb

Pups A

Westering

25 Overs

Westering 98/3 Prep 99/3 (J Whyte
25*, D van Deventer 25*)
Prep won by 7 wickets.

U11B

Westering

30 Overs

Prep 77 all out (Z Dreyer 21).
Westering 78/7. Prep lost by 3 wickets.

U11A

Westering

40 Overs

Prep 64 all out (N Smailes 11).
Westering 68/8 (S Riley 4/10).
Prep lost by 2 wickets.

U13B

Westering

40 Overs

Westering 57 all out (N Danckwerts
3/1). Prep 58/3 (F Griffin 26).
Prep won by 7 wickets.

50 Overs

Westering 90 all out (B Wright 4/28, A
Carle 3/4).
Prep 92/3 (S Miles 39,
M Were 20*). Prep won by 7 wickets.

U13A

Westering

Remember to Swipe
Your MySchool
Cards!
Swiping your MySchool card
is an easy and painless way
of fund-raising for our school.

It’s simple, quick
and doesn’t cost a
cent!
Swipe your MySchool card
whenever you shop at
Woolworths or fill up
with fuel at Engen.

SUMMER SPORTS TOURS - EASTER TERM - 2019
BASKETBALL

WATERPOLO

The U13 Basketball Team
will participate
at the St John’s College Festival
in Johannesburg:

The U13 Waterpolo Team
will be competing
at the King Edward Primary
School Festival
in Johannesburg:

21 - 24 February 2019
These early season
tours afford great
exposure and opportunities
to compete against some
of the best teams in
Southern Africa.
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7 - 10 March 2019
For further information, contact
Patrick Gumunyu:
p.gumunyu@saprepschool.com
+27 767565497
5 February 2019

A percentage of the purchase
amount will be allocated by
the outlet to your
beneficiary of choice.
We appreciate your support,
which enables us to tick
off some bucket list items.
Thank you!

