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What’s On:
WEEK B
Dear Parents
Wednesday 19 June
07h30 JP Headmaster’s Assembly
09h00 Pre-Primary and Junior Prep
Grandparents Day (Memory Hall)
11h30 Junior Preppies may go home
13h00 Half Term commences
Thursday 20 June
Travel Day
Wednesday 3 July
07h30 JP Headmaster’s Assembly
Children’s Arts Festival programme
No sport
Friday 5 July
Weekend Duty: Mr George Wienekus

WEEK A
Monday 8 July
07h30 Academic Awards Assembly
(Memory Hall)
JEFA Programme 8-11 July
(Grades 4-7)
14h30 SMT Meeting - Green Room
Tuesday 9 July
15h00 Rugby Union: U13A vs Sweet
Valley (H)
19h00 Hockey: 1sts vs Sweet Valley (H)

It’s THAT time of year again (it only
comes twice a year) when all the busyness of the classroom is
condensed into one or two, or if a
child is particularly busy, three pages
of a “report”. It’s quite a job compiling
a school report card for a parent’s
reading. Six months of progress, performance and effort needs to be condensed into three indicators: a teacher’s comment, an application mark
and the attainment mark – the one that
appears to carry the most weight, but
is probably the least informative. It is
just an average of all the assessments
conducted over the course of the
semester. When the spreadsheet mark
book (they are, mostly, electronic nowadays) for one subject can run to three
worksheets with 10 to 15 columns or
more on each worksheet why on earth
do we insist on finding the “average” of
all of that?
Then a teacher has to decide how to
condense the child they see in front of
them each day into 1000
characters of a comment which “sums
up” the six months in the classroom.
What to put in, what to leave out? How
does a teacher decide what to comment on? What strengths of a child
must be
highlighted? Which of the struggles
they may be having need to be recorded for posterity and how do they
describe in the few characters left what
a child must do to overcome those
struggles? And that’s the minimum that
the difficult headmaster insists HAS to
be in the comment.
Lastly, but most importantly, the application mark needs to be decided on.
Will it be a one, two or five? How has
the child met the complicated criteria

the headmaster has dreamt up for
application? (The criteria really aren’t
dreamt up – they have been seriously thought about and we think make
good sense as a measure of effort).
Has he met all of the criteria? Some of
the criteria? What’s the real difference
between a one or a two? Or a two and
a three? How will that decision on the
application mark affect the child?
Then, horror of horrors, it has to be
submitted for the dreaded “proofing” by
the headmaster who’s going to read it
at 3am after a short night’s sleep and
too much coffee. After much back-andforth a final
document is decided on, approved and
released for parent review.
We’re not convinced the final document
is either as accurate a reflection of academic progress over time, application
or personal development as we’d like. It
also doesn’t make sense to us that we
have these bi-annual documents when
responses should be immediate and
accountability more effective. So we’re
exploring a concept called continuous
reporting where parents will receive
“real-time” results as children are
assessed, each with their own
application mark and comment. Parents
will be up to date with their child’s
academic progress as it happens, and
not during PAT chats or report time.
So, just as you watched the rugby
side in a gritty win last Saturday, or
the hockey sides on Friday, or if you
were on the side of the Bondel field on
Thursday, and you see the result. So
we’ll try and do that for academic progress. We’re very much in the testing
phase – but keep an eye out, fun things
are on the way.

And have a happy half term!
Mr B

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

Pre-Primary

Pieces Of Our Lives
What a fun and busy week it has
been! As part of the K-day celebrations all our Pre-Primary children
visited Kingswood Pre-Primary for a
picnic and play morning.
The children had a super time playing with friends old and new, and picnicked on their veranda. They were
delighted with their gift of books from
the Preppies to celebrate their 125th
birthday and shared some delicious
birthday cup cakes with us!
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The children were very excited to
take their Father’s Day gifts home
on Friday. A big thank you to all our
‘Super Dads’ for your support and
involvement in your little ones’ lives.
Tomorrow we look forward to
Grandparents and Friends Day as we
celebrate the important people in our
child’s lives.
We wish you all a happy half term
filled with fun times!
Dani, Dee and Bron

18 June 2019

Junior Prep

Simply Citrus!
The Grade 3s had a wonderful time
on the Whyte’s citrus farm in
Kirkwood yesterday. They wandered
about in the orchards enjoying the
beautiful surroundings and saw the
full, ripe, delicious fruit being picked.
They visited the citrus packhouse

afterwards and experienced the
factory in action - what an amazing
and informative tour!
An enormous thanks to Digby and
Suenay Whyte for all the
arrangements, boerie-rolls, treat
packs, the mouth-watering fresh
pockets of oranges, and for the fun
and games in their garden.

Festival School: Wednesday 3 - Friday 5 July 2019
Date

Grade

Show

Workshop

3 July

1

Once Upon A Time 10h00

Unicorns

2

Once Upon A Time 10h00

Boom Whackers

3

Big Boys 12h00

Money Boxes

1

Raiders 10h00

Boom Whackers

2

Raiders 10h00

Photo Frames

3

Raiders 10h00

Frogs Eggs

1

Bubble Show 10h00

Money Boxes

2

Bubble Show 10h00

Jellyfish Lanterns

3

Bubble Show 10h00

Boom Whackers

4 July

5 July

Children may come to school in
warm civvies. School starts at
08h00 and ends at 13h00 daily.
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There is NO SPORT or Aftercare
during Festival.
18 June 2019

Pre-Primary and Junior Prep Grandparents Day!
Junior Preppies will come to school at the normal time: 07h20
		09h00 - Welcome Mr Paul
		

09h00 - 10h00 - JP performance

		10h00 - Tea on JP (Fairlawn) courtyard for Junior Prep
			
and Pre-Primary families
		
		

This Week’s Virtue ...

Patience

10h30 - 11h00 - JP Parents and children chats in
classrooms

		11h00 - Pre-Primary Grandparents Day performance on
			
Pre-Primary veranda / classrooms
		11h30 - Children go home for half term
Please note: Winter School uniform needs to be worn
for Grandparents Day.
Girls: Dresses, Prep jersey, tights and black school shoes
Boys: Blue Prep shirt, grey shorts, and long grey socks
with black school shoes
All children may go home after their PAT chat
with their parents/grandparents
Aftercare will be available as usual

Prep Parents!
125 out of 673 supporters from Prep have
swiped their cards to date.
This brings our total number of swipes to 571 since the
challenge started.
With only two weeks to go, it’s time to pull out all the stops to get
closer to better your chances of winning a share of R150 000 in partner
vouchers and Prep’s chance of winning R150 000!
Please keep swiping!
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Senior Prep - Music

Don’t Stop the Music
For the last three weeks the Grade
5s have had fun and engaging class
music lessons with invited guests as
we explore some of the many
instruments of the orchestra.
Mr Mike Skipper demonstrated how
brass instruments make sounds and
how to play them. Mr Skipper has
quirky names for each of his
instruments. ‘Rasputin’ is the name
of his trumpet and ‘Wellington’ is the
tuba’s name.
The boys thoroughly enjoyed his
lesson and were able to try to make
sounds on the various instruments.
There were many laughs and it
looked like there could be some
good brass players in this group if
they started to learn the instruments.
Mr Mkula brought three senior
school students, one of whom is
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ex-Preppie and accomplished cello
player, Ben Terry. The older students
showcased the string family and allowed the boys to attempt to play the
violin, viola, cello and double bass.
Yes, they even managed to play the
double bass!
Mr Flanagan was next and with the
help of one of our Grade 6 Preppies,
Tristan Gwavu, showed the boys
part of the woodwind family which
included the clarinet and the range of
saxophones. Many boys were able to
make some satisfactory sounds even
though the baritone sax was almost
bigger than some of them!
It was wonderful to see the
enthusiasm among the boys and a
keen interest in the many and varying
instruments they were able to try out.
Fiona van der Merwe
HOD Music Department
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“I think music in itself is healing.
It’s an explosive expression
of humanity. It’s something
we are all touched by.
No matter what culture
we’re from,
everyone loves music.”
- Billy Joel

SPORT

Preppie Pride
I want to start with a Whatsapp
message sent by one of our parents:
“Please pass on our thanks to the
peeps who thought up today’s Grade
1 and Grade 2 rugby fun on Dold
Field. It was really awesome –
especially seeing them with the
coaches at different stations. Our
kids are so lucky”.
It’s messages like that, and the many
more that I received, that make us
feel like we are doing something
right by the children. The Preppies
were truly AMAZING this weekend.
They showed grit, determination and
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brilliant sportsmanship, both on and
off the field/courts. I am proud to be a
Preppie. Well done and thank you to
our dedicated coaches and staff who
helped to make this K- Day such a
success and loads of fun.

•
•

Grandparents Day concludes
our Half Term on Wednesday,19
June. Children may go home at
11h30.
No sport during Festival school.
JP Sport will start on Monday 8
July at 14h00.

Heidi Fowlds
MIC JP Sport
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From the Sports Director
The buzz and excitement of K-Day
has come and gone. What a week
it has been for the Prep families.
It was not only about playing sport

and competing against Kingswood
but it also allowed the opportunity for
families to meet and mingle in a very
festive atmosphere.
The week’s contests were a good
spectacle for all who attended.

K-Day Junior Prep Clash Results
Sport

Team

Venue

Result

Hockey

Boys U9A

Away

Won 6-0

Boys U9B

Away

Won 4-1

Boys U8A

Away

Won 2-1

Boys U8B

Away

Won 4-0

Boys U8C

Away

Draw 0-0

Girls U9A

Away

Won 6-0

Girls U9B

Home

Draw 2-2

Girls U8A

Away

Lost 2-3

Girls U8B

Home

Won 1-0

Girls U9A

Away

Won 6-4

Girls U9B

Away

Lost 3-11

Girls U8A

Away

Won 11-0

Girls Grade 1

Away

Won 4-0

U9A

Away

Won 31-26

U9B

Away

Won 15-7

Netball

Rugby
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Nicholas Smailes with one of Prep’s
Homegrown Heros, Sazi Sandi (OP
2011 Tigers, OA 2016 Armstrong).
Sazi was St Andrew’s College
Headboy and was elected Captain
of South Africa’s U20s 2018.

“The

roots of true achievement
lie in the will to become the best
that you can become.”
- Harold Taylor

It’s the attitude of the players, not
their skills, that is the biggest factor
in determining whether you win or
lose.”
- Warr

In as much as the Prep community
celebrated the many victories that
came our way, we were grateful to
the opportunities which Kingswood
created for our children. The sense of
being involved in a variety of sporting
activities with others was actually
the ultimate. Both schools showed
massive depth and quality in many
codes. K-Day 2019 did not disappoint; well done to all for playing your
hearts out. True Blue Prep grit was
shown this past week.
When we return after the half term
break, we will conclude what has
been a busy winter sports season
with a couple of fixtures and then
switch over to Athletics and Football.
Have a good rest.
Patrick Gumunyu

K-Day Senior Prep Clash
Results
On Friday 14 June the Prep hockey
club played against Kingswood. It
was a perfect day for hockey and the
entire school played with pride. It was
a positive day out and all the hard
work from the season paid off.
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The Senior Prep rugby fixture results
are as follows:
Result

Team
U11B

Won 49-5

U11A

Won 34-0

U13C

Won 49-5

U13B

Won 49-7

U13A

Won 12-5
Result

Type

1sts

Won 4-0

Classic Clash

2nds

Won 4-0

Classic Clash

3rds

Won 8-0

Classic Clash

4ths

Won 6-0

Classic Clash

5ths

Draw 1-1

Classic Clash

Colts A

Won 3-1

Classic Clash

Colts B

Won 7-0

Classic Clash

Colts C

Won 3-0

Classic Clash

Colts D

Won 1-0

Classic Clash

Team
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Worth the Merit!
The following boys have been
working hard this term and have

achieved numerous house points and
merits:

Grade 6.2

Merits

House

Aidan Flanagan

51

Griffin

Jude Long

21

Griffin

Jack More

22

Tigers

Grade 5

Merits

House

Justin Chauke

40

Lions

Lukhanyo Oliphant

20

Tigers

Nicholas Smailes

40

Griffin

Nicholas Lloyd

30

Lions

Boarding Fun!
Senior Prep Parking
PARENTS:
Please DO NOT
park or drop children
off outside Top Prep.
Boys are to be dropped
off and collected
at Top Field.
Parking outside
Top Prep is limited
and is for staff use
only.

Flying High!
With the wind picking up and the
weather changing, our Junior Prep
boarders have been having lots of
fun making kites to fly.
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Sundays are great days to do some
quiet craft work and the Preppies
enjoyed being creative and learning
to fly their kites.
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PARENTS!
Don’t forget that you
can book your
children into the
Children’s Arts
Festival from
June 27!
Contact Cindy Renard:
(046) 603 2417
or email: c.renard@saprepschool.com

Visual Art Workshops
by Tori Stowe
The Festival time is going to be jampacked with interesting workshops
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and productions to keep young
people busy!
Below are some workshops that are
being offered by Tori Stowe, one of
our Prep parents.
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“Creativity is contagious.
Pass it on.”
-Albert Einstein

