PREP NEWS
What’s On:

Issue 30

30 October 2019

WEEK A
Wednesday 30 October
09h30 JP Production: Beauty is the Beast
15h00 Combined Strings rehearsal (DSG)
16h30 Water Polo: U13A/U13B vs
Kingswood (A)

Thursday 31 October
09h30 JP Production: Beauty is the Beast
13h00 Prep Parent Association meeting
(Prep Clubhouse)

Friday 1 November
09h30 JP Production: Beauty is the Beast
14h00 Tennis: U13C vs PJ Olivier School
(H)
Weekend Duty: Mr Warren van Vuuren

Saturday 2 November
09h00 Cricket: 1st XI vs Graeme Junior
(Retief Field, Fairlawn)
09h00 Cricket: U11A vs Graeme Junior (H)
09h00 Cricket: U13C vs Graeme Junior
(H)
09h00 Cricket: U9A/U9B vs Graeme
Junior (H)
09h00 Cricket: U11B/U13B vs Graeme
Junior (A)

WEEK B
Tuesday 5 November
14h00 Swimming: Dolphin Sheild Gala
U9A/U10A/U11A/U12A/U13A (A)

Wednesday 6 November
07h30 Grade 1 Outdoor Ed
07h30 Grade 2 Outdoor Ed
07h30 Grade 3 Outdoor Ed (Bushman
Sands)
15h00 Combined Tea (SP)
15h00 Combined Strings rehearsal (DSG)

Dear Parents
We’ve been debating, for some time
now, the value of technology in the
classroom and the consistent, urgent
advocating, by many in education,
the necessity of such technology
being present in every classroom.
Claims that: ‘one of the roles of a
twenty-first century school is to equip
students in the best way possible for
life outside the classroom. In today’s
technology-reliant world, learning
how to effectively learn and work with
technology is an absolute necessity’
(Segaert, 2016). I think we’d all agree
with Dr Malpass, Headmaster of
Sydney Grammar, who suggests that
proficiency in an age of ubiquitous
devices is essential, and perhaps
inevitable, regardless of the
approaches adopted in the school
classroom.
I was delighted to come across Dr
Malpass’ piece on technology in the
classroom (we do read interesting
bits of school information at funny
hours of the night – all provided by
the very technology in question)
because it resonated so with what
we’ve been battling to understand;
the crucial question of how the
introduction of this technology into
a classroom is going to lead to a
fundamentally more meaningful
learning experience for our children?
Or if it indeed is. As I’ve mentioned in

correspondence before, Mr Heymans
is beginning an action research journey which we hope will go part-way,
some way or maybe all the way to
answering this question. In doing so,
Mr Heymans has tracked academic
results back to 2010 (prior to the
iPad programme being implemented)
and is beginning his research post a
host of reading on the topic, as well
as interviews with service providers,
staff and boys.
Dr Malpass goes on to say (and I’d
recommend a read of his article) that:
“We should guard against the risk of
losing focus on the essential qualities of a great classroom (whatever
the century), and the core dynamic
between a fine teacher and his or her
students. It has been often said that
students don’t in every case easily
‘learn subjects’ but that in so many
cases they ‘learn teachers’, a seemingly flippant but often highly relevant
reflection of the primacy of the teacher’s too frequently underestimated
role as the inspirer and engager of
the young people in their classroom.”
Those of you interested will read
that Dr Malpass queries how much
meaningful research has actually
been achieved to assert the cognitive
advantages of such devices in the
classroom and goes on to quote from
the Scientific American, 2013 that:
(continued on page 2/...)

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

(Headmaster’s editorial continued/...)
“The advent of the ‘information age’
seems to have created a generation
of people who feel they know more
than ever before—when their reliance on the Internet means that they
may know ever less about the world
around them.”
This resonates with the reading that
the Prep staff are doing from The
Learning Rainforest by Tom Sherrington, a book based on evidence-led
education. Sherrington and others

show that a knowledge curriculum,
deep and contextual knowledge
developed through teacher-led
instruction is so crucial to the
development of learning, reading and
inferential thought. Supporting Dr
Malpass’ assertion that “the craft of
our [teachers] and their classrooms,
together with their exciting Socratic
dimensions, have more than a little
life in them yet.”
As we all hope the Springboks do
this weekend too!
Mr B

Pre-Primary

Wild and Wonderful!

Logic will get you
from A to B.
Imagination will take you
everywhere.
– Albert Einstein

The Pre-Primary children have been
having a wild time with their new
theme ‘Animals of Africa’, which ties
in nicely with our upcoming nativity...
watch this space for details closer to
the time!
From learning about herbivores and
carnivores, the children have been
building models and creating beautiful pictures.
The Grade Rs truly got into the spirit
of being ‘wild’ last week when they
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had their faces painted and tried to
camouflage themselves at play time.
Later they ventured up the railway
line in search of animals with their
binoculars.
We have been testing our spreading
and cutting skills by trying to make
“The Best Peanut Butter Sandwich in
the World”. The children unanimously
agree that their own was the best!
Ms Dani Wright
Grade R Teacher
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Junior Prep

Grade 2 Riddle-Solving
Riddles can help children form
associations, link ideas and think, be
creative and make conclusions; all of
which are good ways of learning and
remembering things quickly and with
ease.
Using the Kagan Structure, Showdown, the Grade 2 children were
put to the test to solve some riddles.
They had such a blast thinking outside the box that we
decided to create our own riddles.
They worked in pairs and then had
to get the rest of the class to figure
out the answer. Here are some of the
riddles they came up with:
Question: Why was the man’s house
made out of ice?
Answer: He lives in the North Pole.
Question: There are two cupboards.
The first was full of toys, the second
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was full of food. What was the third
cupboard full of?
Answer: There was no third cupboard.
Question: What walks on four legs in
the morning, two legs during the day
and three in the evening?
Anwer: A person. A baby crawls, a
man walks and an elderly man uses
a walking stick.
Question: A man was lying dead in a
field with a bag next to him. How did
he die?
Answer: He was skydiving with a
parachute.
Question: A man drank poison but did
not die. Why?
Answer: He was in the Living room.
Mrs Sam Amm
Grade 2 Teacher
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The world is but
a canvas to
our imagination.
– Henry David Thoreau

St Andrew’s Junior Prep
presents

IS THE

1 November 2019 - Parents and Family
09h30 Memory Hall
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SPORT

JP Sports Week

take note of the following:

Our mini-cricketers went to
Kingswood on Friday afternoon and
played some fun-filled cricket in the
KC Festival.
We enjoyed a wonderful derby at
Grey in Port Elizabeth on Saturday.
It is fantastic for more boys to be able
to participate when the schools we
are playing against have the capacity
for both an U9A and an U9B team.
This week we stage the Preppies
Junior Production, so the sporting
front will look a little different. Please

Wednesday 30 October:
Sport only for the Team swimmers at
the DSG Aquatic Centre:
14h00–15h00
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Thursday 31 October:
The U9A cricket match against
Graeme College has been rescheduled from Saturday 2
November due to the World Cup
Final.

“There may be people
that have more talent than you,
but there’s no excuse
for anyone to work harder
than you do.”
– Derek Jeter

Heidi Fowlds
MIC JP Sport
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“He who is not courageous
enough to take risks
will accomplish nothing in life.”
- Muhammad Ali

Order on the Court
On Friday 25 October, the Prep
basketball team embarked on their
Johannesburg Tour. The boys were
excited, full of energy and
determined to compete when arriving
at St Benedict’s School. The Prep
Basketball team were split into two
age groups, the U12s and U13s,
each team having to play with only
six players. The U12s showed courage and resilience as this was their
first game without the help of U13s
in the team. They learnt valuable
lessons on the courts and became
closer as a team. The U13s started
off slowly to a physical St Benedict’s
U13A. Noah Oatway fired the boys
up with his aggression and determination to score and the boys soon
followed. It was a perfect start to the
tour and the coaches were really
proud of the manner the boys played
on and off the court.
On Saturday 26 October, the Prep
team participated in the American
International School of Johannesburg
Tournament. The boys had to play
numerous games in a single day, a
total of six games. But they were up
for the challenge and were very excited to play new opponents. The Prep
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team played phenomenal games,
getting physical, being patient and
overall playing attractive basketball.
This led to the team only losing
one game. The boys endeavoured
through tough obstacles and truly
embraced the school motto: Nec
Aspera Terrent as their difficulties
never dismayed them and the boys
turn bad situations into good ones.
I could not be more proud of the 12
boys that participated in the
tournament. They wore the school’s
badge with pride and
conducted themselves like true
young gentlemen.
Thanks go to Mr Stoffel, for all he
does for the boys, and Mr Gumunyu
for giving them such a great opportunity and organising a fantastic tour.
Results:
Prep U13s vs St Benedicts: 19-11 W.
Prep U12s vs St Benedicts: 6-9 L.
Prep vs Soweto Academy: 15-12 W.
Prep vs AISP: 15-5 W.
Prep vs Micheal Mount: 14-3 W.
Prep vs AISJ: 14-2 W.
Prep vs Bishop Bavin School: 6-11 L.
Prep vs Star College: 16-5 W.
Matthew-Adam Bloem
U13A coach
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From the Sports Director
Sport dominates many conversations
and changes perceptions. The Rugby
World Cup in Japan is a good example. It is providing us with lasting
memories and uniting people in
euphoric moments and providing
gripping, nail-biting drama.
St Andrew’s Preparatory sports is no
exception and last week provided us
with excitement and created opportunities for boys to make new friends
and lasting memories.
The ever-improving U13A Waterpolo boys played a practice match at
Kingswood College on Wednesday.
Many exciting goals were scored in
that encounter and the boys enjoyed
the challenge.
The entire Waterpolo Club travelled
to Grey, PE on Friday afternoon. All
of the matches were entertaining and
many goals scored. We played three
games, won two and lost one.
The Basketballers recently returned
from their hugely successful
Johannesburg tour. Well done to the
boys and to Mssrs Matthew Bloem
and Thabang Stoffel. I was humbled
by the many parents who travelled to
support the boys, thank you!
As one has got to expect, the cricket
in Port Elizabeth against Grey teams
was exciting, but tough.
The U11B, U13C and U13B won their
matches. See the summary of results
on page 7 for details.
A sizable number of our boys took

part in the Albany Tennis (GAP) trials
held last weekend and their results
had a bearing on their new rankings.
The following are the highest ranking
Preppies:
U12 Boys
14th Greg White
17th Kevin Turk
19th Nsofwa Kayula
U14 Boys
2nd Scott Miles
4th Divan Eksteen
7th Ethan van der Merwe
18th Mark Were
The week ahead sees the Waterpolo
boys take on Kingswood College U15
sides at Kingswood on Wednesday.
All Cricket against Graeme Junior
has been brought forward to
Thursday afternoon to allow everyone to watch the RWC final.
In the rescheduled fixture, the U13C
Tennis team take on PJ Olivier on
Fairlawn courts on Friday and the
U13A Basketballers play against
College B team as a curtain-raiser in
the SAC–Kingswood derby
encounter at SAC courts on Saturday
morning.
Daniel Meihuizen, Steffan and Divan
Eksteen will be competing in the U13
Squash tournament to be held in Port
Elizabeth on Sunday.
Good luck to all our Preppies and, of
course, to the Springboks.
Enjoy the sport!
Patrick Gumunyu

Cricket Results, Saturday 26 October, 2019
Team

Opposition

Pups A Grey PE

Format

Match Analysis

30 Overs

Prep 113/5 (J Whyte 34*;
S Matebese 35). Grey 114/6 (M Murray 2/11 from 2 overs)
Prep lost by 4 wickets

U11B

Grey PE U10C 30 Overs

Grey 85 all out (I Fanki 3/6 from 4
overs; G Antrobus 3/13 from 5 overs;
G White 3/23 from 6 overs)
Prep 86/8 (C Johnson 22)
Prep won by 2 wickets

U11A

Grey PE U11A

50 Overs

Grey 321/8. Prep 84 all out
Prep lost by 237 runs

U13C

Grey PE U13F

40 Overs

Prep 162 all out (S De la Harpe 45)
Grey 122 all out (B Evans 4/35)
Prep won by 40 runs

U13B

Grey PE U13C 50 Overs

Grey 196 all out (D Fowlds 3/22; J
Rocher 2/21). Prep 197/7 (F Griffin
55; R le Roux 36)
Prep won by 3 wickets

U13A

Grey PE

Grey 265 all out (S Miles 3/50 from
10 overs). Prep 115 all out (R van Zyl
29). Prep lost by 150 runs

50 Overs
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Nothing can substitute for
just plain hard work.
I had to put in the time
to get back.
And it was a grind.
It meant training and sweating
every day. But I was completely
committed to working out
to prove to myself
that I still could do it.
- Andre Agassi

Art

“Life isa ticket
to the greatest show
on earth.”
- Martin Fischer

Grade 2 Art
As part of their investigation of bees,
the Grade 2s made bees and flower
bowls out of clay in Art. They experimented with greenware underglazes
which enables etching of designs into
the leather-dry clay. What emerges
glazed from the kiln is always magical.
Using their clay pieces, drawings,
labels and an iPad to capture the
images, the Grade 2s worked in
teams of four to create an animated
Life Cycle of the Bee. They used the
Kagan structure Talking Chips to plan
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their work and the making of their
claymation on iMovie.
The final lesson will be used to edit
their movies, add sound if they still
need to and to view their creations on
a big screen!

Grade 5 Koinobori Kites
The Grade 5s have been looking at
fish in quite some detail in Art and
D&T. They gutted and mummified
fish while they were learning about
the mummification process in History,
they have painted fish and tried to
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Senior Prep

capture their scales and shape as
they slip through water.
Recently, they have researched the
tenacity of fish when they swim
upstream, looking at the Koinobori
kites of Japan where the fish
symbolise strength in adversity, a
little like Prep’s motto: Nec Aspera

Terrent (Difficulties Do Not Dismay
Us), to create windsock kites
decorated with paint pens and fabric
paint.
Ms Lynn Cordell
Art Teacher

Remembrance Day
Remembrance Day falls on 10 November 2019.
All Senior Preppies are required to attend the parade
and laying of the wreath at Church Square.
Dayboys and families are most welcome to join us
as we honour this solemn and poignant tribute.
The St Andrew’s College Pipe Band will be marching from
St Andrew’s College up to High Street and down to
the Cathedral at 10h00.

Support Staff End-of-Year Gifts
Prep staff would like to thank parents who have generously
pledged for the Support Staff end-of-year gifts.
Anyone still wishing to put their pledges in
can do so by the end of this week on the
Google Opt-in form sent via email last week.
Your support is greatly appreciated by our Support Staff!
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adult
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