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Please note:
The calendar on the Parent Portal
is live. Please consult the Portal
or the Pro Sport page for all info
with regards to sport.
WEEK B
Wednesday 20 November
09h30 Pre-Primary Nativity Play rehearsal
10h30 Prep/DSG Speech Competition

Thursday 21 November
09h30 Pre-Primary Nativity Cushion show
(Memory Hall)
17h30 Prep/DSG Grade 7 Afrikaans FAL
`Bekgeveg’ (Clubhouse)

Friday 22 November
09h00 SAC Council (SAC)
17h00 Pre-Primary Nativity Play (SP)
17h00 Water Polo braai (SAC)
Weekend Duty: Mr Brandon Dawson

WEEK A
Monday 25 November
No sport practices until the end of Term
JP Closes 13h00
SP Closes 14h30
07h30 Grade 4/5 Music Concert (Memory
Hall)
14h30 SMT 2020 Calendar meeting (SP)
16h30 Whole School photograph (SP)
17h30 Lions Grade 7 Boarder Outing

Tuesday 26 November
07h30 SP Parade Practice (SP)

Wednesday 27 November
07h30 SP Parade Practice (SP)
07h30 JP Music Concert (Fairlawn Hall)
17h30 Fairlawn House End-of-Term
Dinner (Spur)

Growing Leaders
Watching and listening to the DSG
Junior and Prep public speakers this
morning got me thinking about an
incredibly important aspect that is
essential for all of us in today’s world.
With collaboration, communication,
critical thinking and creativity the
present global curriculum and business buzz words, as well as a daily
existence that is completely
saturated by devices and social
media, we all need confidence.
Confidence to comfortably navigate
our way through relationships, confidence to positively steer our way
through our careers and confidence
to make the right life decisions. For
a few, this is their given gift. For the
majority of us mere mortals, however,
it takes authentic life experiences
over a very definitive length of time,
to develop. And then some.
Confidence is defined as a state of
being certain that a chosen course of
action is the best or most effective. It
is derived from the Latin word
Fiducia, which means ‘to trust.’
Having self-confidence is having trust
in one’s self. And don’t we need huge
chunks of that in today’s world!
It should be prioritised in every
school’s curriculum and developed
from the very beginning of everyone’s
life journey, shouted from the rooftops, mixed in with your favourite gin,
taken with a spoonful of sugar…you

get the drift.
As parents, and I unashamedly
include myself here (perhaps not
my wife…I don’t know if I have the
confidence to do that; selfpreservation and all that), we more
often than not do not let our
children experience risk. We rescue
too quickly, rave too easily, let guilt
get in the way of leading well, don’t
share our past mistakes, mistake
intelligence, giftedness and influence
for maturity - and we don’t practise
what we preach – so how do we go
about instilling the gift of confidence
in our kids?
Dr Tim Elmore, CEO and Founder of
Growing Leaders, suggests that “We
as parents need to become exceedingly self-aware of words and actions
when interacting with our children,
or with others when our children are
nearby. Care enough to train them,
not merely treat them to a good life.
Coach them, more than coddle.”
A few pointers offered by Tim include
talking to them about the issues you
wish you had have known about
adulthood. Allowing them to attempt
things that stretch them and even let
them fail. Discussing future
consequences if they fail to master
certain disciplines. Aiding them in
matching their strengths to real-world
problems. Furnishing projects that
require patience, so they learn to
delay gratification. Teaching them
that life is about choices and tradeoffs; they can’t do everything. Helping
them envision a fulfilling future, and
discussing the steps to get there.
Finally, celebrating the progress they
make toward autonomy and
responsibility.
So to the 16 boys and girls who were
prepared to stand up in front of two
schools, your peers, hoards of
parents and teachers, and lay it all
out there, thank you for your shining
examples. Confidence is not a natural gift that you all have; for some
of you it was true grit. Well done, it
was privilege listening to you as you
tackled a host of subjects. Please
know that we are all incredibly proud
of you! Ref: https://growingleaders.
com/tim-elmore/
Mr Marc Paul and the Prep Team

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

Pre-Primary

“Blessed is the season which
engages the whole world in a
conspiracy of love.”
- Hamilton Wright Mabie

Christmas Time has arrived!
This week is one that is filled with
much excitement! Not only has
Christmas arrived in our classrooms
but Evan the Elf has returned to
Grade 000, bringing all his Christmas
magic and fun with him. The children
are excited to find Evan in the
morning, to see what he has got
up to and if he has brought a special letter for a little boy or girl! The
angels are being decorated with
beautiful silver, baby Jesus laid in a
manger and the Three Wise Men are
marching off to Bethlehem with their
precious gifts!
The costumes are made, the lights
are set, the stage is decorated and
the little voices are ready to perform
for their moms and dads. Our Annual Nativity Concert, In search of the
King, will take you through the plains
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of Africa and arrive in Bethlehem to
celebrate the birth of baby Jesus!
We would like to invite you all to join
us on Friday 22 November at 17h30
to watch your children perform. We
will also perform a Cushion Show on
Thursday for our big brothers and
sisters from the Junior Primary and
our old Grade 7 pupils who were at
the Pre-Primary.
Please note the following
arrangements:
Thursday 21 November
Cushion Show 09h30
Friday 22 November
Concert 17h30
Children to please arrive at Memory
Hall at 16h30 to dress and make-up.
Mrs Bronwyn Blaine
Grade 000 Teacher
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Junior Prep

If you have a garden
and a library,
you have everything
you need.
Be Careful, Little Eyes ...
As the old saying goes, it takes a
village to raise a child. Protecting our
children and keeping their
innocence is a shared responsibility.
In a world tainted by social media,
television and computer game
influences, even our little children are
exposed to situations that are
potentially harmful to them. As
parents and teachers we need to be
extra vigilant about what our
children, hear, see and do.
Our Headmaster Mr Brady, touched
on this concern in last week’s Newsletter as there are age-restricted,
inappropriate computer games our
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children are playing. Unfortunately,
far too often, children get to hear and
see things - whether on television, or
witnessing adult behaviour - that
is not for their ears or eyes. Father
David, our school Chaplain, gave a
very special message in assembly
last week where children were
encouraged to make sensible
choices. This was reiterated in a wellknown and much loved children’s
hymn, “Be careful little eyes what you
see, be careful little ears what you
hear, for the Father up above is looking down in love, so be careful ...”
Mrs Sharon Lister
HOD Pre-Primary and Junior Prep
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– Marcus Tullius Cicero

Music

Music is an outburst
of the soul.”
- Frederick Delius

Music – The Wonderful
Time Machine
Last week’s Combined Choir and
Ensemble concert was superb!
The evening kicked off with the
combined DSG and Prep Ensemble
groups performing together. Tseke
Masemola was accompanied by
the Prep Quartet, which performed
a beautiful arrangement of Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s Close every door.
The Prep choir was outstanding! The
boys sang beautifully and with great
gusto. The repertoire began with a
favourite South African traditional
song called Thula Baba. Our soloist,
Benji Shamwana, was accompanied
by Thando Nxumalo on the Marimba.
The song Better When I’m Dancing
by Meghan Trainor from the Peanuts
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Movie, had Memory Hall rocking!
Not only did the Preppies sing well,
but the choir was often accompanied
by other musicians on the drum kit
or percussion instruments bringing
added life to the songs.
The evening ended off with the Prep
choir joining forces with the DSG
choir to sing a great song called
Believe, which inspires the boys
and girls to believe that they can
do anything at all. They can climb
the highest mountain, there is not a
dream that they are unable to fulfil,
with friends around to care, and with
this hope to drive them onward, there
is nothing they can’t handle if they
just believe.
Mrs Fiona van der Merwe
HOD Music
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SPORT

How Time Flies
HOWZZZAT! What a lot of cricket
fun we had on Friday to finish off our
Boys Mini Cricket season. The girls
will play their matches on Wednesday, 20 November against Shaw
Park and El Shaddai.
It is frightening to think that this is our
last week of sport for the year!
Thursday, 21 November is the last
Junior Prep Sports session. Please
remember that school will finish at
13h00 next week and school lunches
and aftercare will continue as usual.
I want to take this opportunity to
thank all our sport coaches for the
many hours they have poured into
our little Preppies. Please know that
this does not go unnoticed.
Thank you.

short but busy season (see summary
of cricket results on page 6).
Various Inter House, Leavers vs
Stayers and Staff vs Leavers
matches are underway and will run
until the end of the term.
Staff or Captains have written
Andrean reports which will reflect in
detail of how the various seasons
have panned out. Thank you all for
the supportive roles parents have
played. I wish the boys well in the
remainder of the year’s activities.

“Life begins at the end
of your comfort zone”
– Unknown

Patrick Gumunyu

Heidi Fowlds
MIC JP Sport

From the Sports Director
Serve it, Smash it,
Win it, Love it

Last week on Friday, the U13 Tennis
teams rounded off their busy season by recording some memorable
victories against Kingswood and the
Cricketers hosted Dale to conclude a
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Well done to our two semi-finalists
in the Junior Tennis Championship,
Nsofwa Kayula and Greg White. Greg
White was the finalist. Well done, boys!
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Cricket Results against Dale School on 16 November 2019
Team

Format

Pups B 25 Overs

Dale 113/5 (JP Sykes 2 for 7 runs from 2 overs)
Prep 75/3
Prep lost by 38 runs.

Pups A 25 Overs

Dale 78/8 (J Whyte 3 for 12 runs from 4 overs)
Prep 79/1 (S Matabese 32, J Whyte 24*)
Prep won by 9 wickets.

U11B

Prep 186 all out (S Eksteen 66; S van Dyk 33)
Dale 167/8 (G White 4 for 29 runs from 6 overs)
The Mighty Bears won by 19 runs.

35 Overs

U11A

Match rained out

U13B

The Clothing Exchange
will be closed on
Friday 22 November 2019
due to a Council meeting
taking place in the room
next door.
Apologies for any
inconvenience caused.

Match Analysis

U13A

40 Overs

Dale 56 all out (Z Swears 3 for 12 runs; T Bussiahn 3
for 21 runs)
Prep 57/3 (J Brown 22*; N Danckwerts 20)
Prep won by 7 wickets.
Match rained out

Christmas Service Gift for the McKaiser Home
The McKaiser Home for the Aged has very sadly not received
any funding this year, so Prep has decided to collect
dry grocery goods as part of our Christmas giving
in place of our Santa’s Shoeboxes this year.

Take your children shopping!
Please take your child shopping and get them involved
in providing something that will bless the elderly folk.
Families wishing to support these elderly folk
may bring a voluntary contribution to the Christmas
Carol Service on Sunday 1 December.
There will be a box under the Christmas tree to pop the goodies into.
Alternatively, there will be a box in Prep Reception
for contributions.

JuMu Rhino Initiative

Non-perishable items on their wish list are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

With all the support of our
elderly folk, the SPCA and
Island Hospice, we have not
forgotten our rhino.
DSG pupil Jules Murray has
initiated a highly successful
project to help raise funds for
anti-poaching, and our children
are keen to support both their
fellow pupil and the rhino
effort.
The wrist bands are R20 each
and are obtainable from Mrs
Cindy Renard. Mr Brady has
said that he will allow the boys
to wear these wrist bands to
school.

Many thanks for
your support
of these elderly
folk!
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Cooking oil
Soya beans
Sugar, coffee, tea,
Powdered milk
Mealie meal / brown rice
Bread flour / dry yeast
Scone / muffin mix
Jelly and custard
Blankets
Clothing vouchers
Hygiene gloves and cleaning
materials
Toilet paper
Hand wash / Dettol / Vaseline
Body lotion/ face soap / roll on
Brooms / floor mops / water
buckets
Laundry powder
Fabric softner
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Senior Prep

“Life isa ticket
to the greatest show
on earth.”
- Martin Fischer

Be the Change You
Would Like to See

(Concerned parents, please note:
Gloves have been provided.)

Our Grade 6s have taken on the very
necessary and promising task of
`reclaiming High Street’.
For some time now, the Grade 6
boys have been picking up litter and
tidying up along High Street.
This week, they started car washes
and a Civvies Day to raise funds for
pots and plants to beautify the area.
In teaching the boys that our beautiful ilttle town is also partly their
responsibility, we aim to encourage a
more global mindedness and pride in
making the difference they would like
to see.
On a similar note, Prep has moved
away from using plastic disposable
cups to a more environmentally
friendly paper cup for all catering
events that require disposable cups.
We have also replaced (some time
ago) the plastic burger containers

with a paper/wax wrap to try and
lessen our use of plastics.
Let’s support and encourage our
children to be the change they would
like to see in their world.

Scientists in the
Making...
The Grade 6s have been working on
their final Semester 2 summative
assessments in Natural Science via
some practical and interesting handson experimenting, where they applied
the scientific process they had been
working on and added data handling,
making the results come alive.
Mr Marc Paul
Grade 6 NS Teacher
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ArtReach

“The inner fire is
the most important thing
mankind possesses.”
- Edith Södergran

Celebrating Art!
ArtReach began in 2016 with eight
Grade 4 children from the Good
Shepherd School who joined us
once a week during term time for art
lessons with Ms Cordell, covering a

wide range of mediums. This year,
we say goodbye to the initial eight
children who joined us as they move
on to high school. Thank you Ms
Cordell and Mrs Cindy Renard for
making the lesson time both possible
and a lot of fun!

Outreach

Senior Citizens Afternoon of Music
Each year, Prep invites senior citizens from various retirement homes in
Grahamstown for a special tea and concert in Memory Hall.
Our choir sang Christmas carols while tea was being served and the
Marimba Band played a selection of their tour items.
A highlight of the occasion is the Grade 6 boys dancing with our guests to the
lively music of the marimbas. Our heartfelt thanks go to Capitol Caterers for
sponsoring this year’s tea.
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