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IMPORTANT:
Please consult the Portal or the Pro
Sport page for all information with
regards to sport.

WEEK B
Wednesday 27 November
07h30
07h30
09h00
17h30

SP Parade Practice
JP Music Concert (Fairlawn)
DSG Junior Production (Rhodes)
Fairlawn House end-of-year dinner

Thursday 28 November
07h30 SP Parade Practice
11h15 Inter-house Maths Quiz
18h00 JP Carol Service

Friday 29 November
12h00 SP Inter-house GK Quiz (Memory
Hall)
14h00 Staff vs Leavers Cricket
Weekend Duty: Mr Tom Cameron
Saturday 30 November
15h00 Fairlawn Fiesta!
Sunday 1 December
17h00 Prep/DSG Carol Service (Memory
Hall)
18h00 SP Boarders’ Christmas dinner

WEEK A
Monday 2 December
07h30 JP Final Assembly (Fairlawn)
07h30 Grade 6/7 Music Concert (Memory
Hall)
10h15 Dads vs Lads Cricket (Fairlawn)
11h30 Grade 5 Class Party
18h00 Feast (Grade 7 Leavers’ Dinner
(Memory Hall)

Tuesday 3 December
12h00 SP Parade
12h05 SP Final Assembly

Dear Parents
It’s an exciting time of the year right
now. There’s a frenzy of activity.
Nativity plays, Carol Services,
Christmas Service, farewell dinners,
stayers/leavers games, the odd bit
of academics, all the summer
inter-house fixtures… and amongst
all of this the staff write reports.
I have the unenviable privilege (for it
is both a privilege and it is unenviable) of reading all the reports.
Each of them tells a story. A report
is the equivalent of a millisecond in
the story of what goes on the life of
a child at school. And the life of a
teacher. The hours put in by children
can’t be reflected in 1500
characters (that’s the limit). Neither
can the hours that a teacher puts into
that final mark (or achievement level
or application mark or whatever the
flavour of the day is) and comment
that a parent sees on the report.
Decisions when writing reports are
many and heartfelt. What could be
the consequences of a comment?
For the child? For parents? For
teachers? What is interpreted in the
comment or mark by the different
stakeholders? Should we offer a
broad picture, or are “next steps”
more important? Must a report be
purely about academics?
Or is it better to offer a holistic view

of the child? How does the summation made reflect on the year’s or
semester’s progress of a child? And
at the end of the year when we say
goodbye to Grade 7s, Grade 3 girls
and others, do the comments justify
the contribution made (or not) by the
child? So when you read your child’s
report with them at the end of the
year (and I hope you do), take the
time to consider all of this, and be
gentle and understanding of the child
and the teacher.
Our Grade 7s who have been with us
since Grade 000 will have around 27
or so reports to reflect on that give
snapshots of their journey through
Prep. None of them will show what
an impressive year this group of
Grade 7s have been, how they have
led by example (not titled office
earned through hierarchy or popularity), how they have lived the values
and how they have contributed to
the positive ethos that Prep enjoys.
We’ve had a wonderful year with
them (hitting the odd pothole along
the way) and we wish them well as
they move on to “big school”.
And so we wish you well too. Enjoy
the time of rest in what has been a
fraught year for so many. God’s
richest blessings to you and yours
this festive season, happy holidays
and here’s to 2020!
Mr B

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

Pre-Primary

Walking through
Africa in
search of the
new King ...
- an intriguing title and a fabulous
production.
The children had been hard at work
for some time, practicing and learning their moves and songs. ‘Sing
Noel, Noel’ could be heard
resonating through Pre-primary!
Having practiced very hard and performed very earnestly, the children
did us proud! Their beautiful singing,
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dancing and acting skills were Hollywood-worthy!
Once again, our children sang and
told the story of the birth of Jesus,
with a twist in the tale from some
well-known African animals’
perspectives. With much joy and
laughter, the tale journeyed through
jungles and deserts, past elephants
and monkeys, rhino, leopards and
even a fierce-looking lion or two,
to find the stable with the manger,
where the shepherds and wise men
gathered with the angels. The excitement of being able to put a `real
show’ on a real stage under spotlights was a marvellous experience
for both the children and the parents!
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Please remember that our Christmas
party is on Tuesday. Please dress
your children in anything Christmassy! Tuesday is the last day of
school and we close at 10h30.
We at Pre-Primary would like to take

PREP NEWS / 27 November 2019

this opportunity to say a huge thank
you to every one of our parents for
the valuable input you give to our
school and your children. We wish
you all a blessed Christmas and a
wonderful New Year!
Mrs Bronwyn Blaine
Mrs Dee Shone
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Junior Prep
So Long, Farewell ... Grade 3 Leavers Party!

Colour Me Happy!
The Grade 3s arrived spruced up and
ready to party for the Grade 3 leavers
party - the theme of which was Colour Me Happy!
Capitol Caterers put on a delicious
dinner, followed by some cupcake
decorating fun and a table smothered
with sweets - the stuff dreams are
made of!
The children dressed up in funny
hats and as much colour as they
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could muster for their photo booth
shots. Once they had enjoyed their
colourful dinner, the dancing began!
So much of what they have shared
together in Junior Prep is crystalised
here at the leavers’ party.
Photos have all been uploaded onto
the Parent Gallery on the Parent
Portal. Have a wonderful Christmas
break with your children.
Mrs Sharon Lister and Ms Carien
Groenewald
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SPORT

From the Sports Director
Our Grade 7s were busy sporting
superstars who excelled during the
course of the year, but when it comes
to facing their school teachers and
coaches, they just “freeze”. Last
week, the teachers dressed up like
Basketball, Tennis and Waterpolo
professionals and there was no lack
of physical stimulation in both sets
of players as they went on to play
entertaining games which were equal
in all measures. The teachers gave
all what they had physically (majority
of them are still exhausted).
This Friday, Mr Wienekus and his
star studded staff team are hoping to
provide us with some fun and an
engaging energized match on the
Fairlawn Cricket field as the Staff
take on Scott Miles’ Leavers outfit.
The dads will get an opportunity
to test their boys’ cricket skills as
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we round off a memorable sporting
year with the Dads vs Lads matches
scheduled for Sunday.
I wish all the cricketers well in these
motivational games.
Relax with your families and enjoy
the upcoming holidays.
Patrick Gumunyu
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Music

“Music expresses that which
cannot be put into words
and that which cannot
remain silent.”
- Victor Hugo

Exemplary Musicians

Karate Kids!

Two of our Prep musicians made
the Top 2019 Achievers in the Trinity
College Music Exams in the Eastern
Cape in their various grades.
This year saw a record entry of 1,040
candidates over the three music
sessions held in the Eastern Cape.
Visiting examiners were all very
impressed by the high standard of
music teaching in this little corner of
the world.
Tseke Masemola was commended
for his excellent Initial piano exam
result and Junior Preppie Kayla
Weinekus was highly praised for both
Initial trumpet and Grade 1 piano
exam results. Well done!

The Grade 4s and 5s performed for
parents and peers in concert earlier
this week. Performing in a public
setting always tests the nerves and
our musicians did well.

Our 2019 Recorder Karate stars are:
Mila Openshaw, Matthew Blaine,
Keagan Mattison and Kayla
Wienekus. Well done!
Recorder karate is an optional
programme to motivate, develop
skills and stimulate musical literacy.
Children are assigned a set of
carefully graded folk tunes to learn,
and for each song they master, they
are awarded a coloured belt or bead
to display on their recorder.
Certificates of Excellence are
awarded for achievement at Black
and Gold Belt levels. The highest
level is the Platinum Belt.
As a teacher, the best part is to see
the joy that comes with the mastery
of the songs and achievement of
belts and the spin-offs that months of
practising offers. The programme is
available on the internet. How about
looking it up for some Christmas
holiday fun for your child?

Mrs Fiona van der Merwe
HOD Music

Mrs Cheryth Robertson
Music Teacher

To Perform
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Senior Prep

“Life isa ticket
to the greatest show
onthough
earth.”you are
“Even
growing
up,
- Martin
Fischer
you should never stop
having fun.”
- Nina Dobrev

Those Were the Days,
My Friend ...
As the Grade 7 year draws to a
close, it is a Prep tradition to have
the boys and DSG girls who began
their school days in our Pre-Primary
join us for a fun morning so that we
can bid them farewell as they move
on to high school.
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Where does the time go? Not long
ago, these same children were
running around the Pre-Primary
playground and now they are leaving
Prep. Their joy at being able to dip
into the bag labelled `Childhood’ in
our Pre-Primary garden was lovely
to see.
We wish them all the very best and
will watch their progress closely.
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The Senior Prep
Christmas Carol service
is compulsory for all boys

Memory Hall
17h00
Full Blues

Choir boys and readers
to be there at 16h30 and
seated by 16h45
in full blues

Christmas Service Gift for the McKaiser Home
The McKaiser Home for the Aged has received no
funding this year, so Prep has decided to collect
dry grocery goods as part of our Christmas giving.

Take your children shopping!
Please take your child shopping and let them purchase
something from the wish list below. Contributions may be brought
to the Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 1 December.
There will be a box under the Christmas tree which we hope to fill.
Alternatively, there will be a box in Reception for contributions.
Non-perishable items on the wish list are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Many thanks for
your support
of these elderly
folk!
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•
•

Cooking oil
Soya beans
Sugar, coffee, tea,
Powdered milk
Mealie meal / brown rice
Bread flour / dry yeast
Scone / muffin mix
Jelly and custard
Blankets
Clothing vouchers
Hygiene gloves and cleaning
materials
Toilet paper
Hand wash / Dettol / Vaseline
Body lotion/ face soap / roll on
Brooms / floor mops / water
buckets
Laundry powder
Fabric softner
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