PREP NEWS

Please Note ...
Parents, please refer to the
Parent Portal for all calendar
entries. It is a live document,
so changes to any schedule
are updated from time to
time. In this section, we list
only the highlights of the
week.

Wednesday 22 January
Pre-Primary photos

Friday 24 January
Junior Prep and Senior Prep
photos (full summer uniform)

“We’ve had thunder
and lightning
and things are very,
very exciting –
apologies to Queen!”

Saturday 25 January
Weekend Duty:
Mr Patrick Gumunyu

To the Prep Family
Sunday 26 January
17h00 Combined Chapel
Service (SAC
Chapel)

What a delight it was to
return to Grahamstown
from holiday to rain, cool
days, more rain and green
grass! Even Top Field has
a sprinkling of green bursting through and the ground
feels a bit softer than
the almost concrete-like
surface the boys have
become used to. As I type,
the sky is clouding over,
the wind has picked up and
there is a smell of more
rain in the air!
We’ve had thunder and
lightning and things are
very, very exciting –
apologies to Queen!

Welcome to 2020! It’s a
year full of promise and
excitement – although the
Proteas seem not to be
on the same page. We did
pick the hottest day of the
year to run our orientation
day programme but the
bonus was the wonderful evening weather we
enjoyed for the Spit Braai.
It was a real treat getting
acquainted with so many
new parents and children;
we have 68 new children at
Prep this year!
Now that we have a couple
of days under our belts
and the figurative dust
has settled, it is clear that
2020 holds cause for much
optimism at Prep. The
new Tutor programme is
in place at Top Prep, the
refurbished classroom
and outdoor spaces in the
Pre-Primary were finished
just in time to make it
an even more spacious
and happy place (and
with HUGE thanks to Mrs
Blaine, Mrs Brown, Mrs
Wright, Mrs Boma and

their staff for making sense
of the chaos). Our new
interns and House Tutors
are settled and the Junior
Prep classes are happily
getting used to having an
additional adult body in the
classroom every day.
There is much to look
forward to in this, our 135th
year!
A reminder to all our
parents to make use of the
Prep Portal for all notices,
calendar events and forms.
Please become avid users
of the technology.
Here’s to more rain!
Mr B

Pre-Primary

“The most
important day
of a person’s
education is
the first day
of school,
not graduation day.”
- Harry Wong

The First
of the Firsts ...
Welcome back! We hope
you have enjoyed wonderful summer holidays with
your little ones and created
happy memories.
A very warm welcome
to all our Pre-Primary
children old and new, it is
wonderful to see so many
happy excited faces!
We are delighted to have
Cathy Brown join us in
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Grade 00 and have her as
part of the team.
The Pre-Primary has been
a hive of activity, with staff
working hard to create
a new classroom for our
Busy Bees, and boy, are
they busy! The start of
their school journey where
friendships that last a lifetime will blossom.
The Grade R children
have been learning their
new routines and feel very
‘Big’ now that they are
on the other side of the

playground. They all carry
their own bags and walk to
class alone from the steps
- so well done to all their
parents for listening and
giving their children the
space to grow.

Day roster.

To start the year we are
learning all about our
bodies and why we are
special.

We wish you all a very
happy year with us at St
Andrew’s Pre-Primary and
we look forward to getting to know all our new
families.

Later this week we shall
send home a note
highlighting some of the
important dates coming up
this term and the Cookie

NB: Grade R children will
start swimming this
Friday. Please ensure they
have towels and costumes
packed.

Dani Wright
Bronwen Blaine
Cathy Brown
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Junior Prep
“Let us remember:
One book,
one pen,
one child
and one teacher
can change
the world.”
– Malala Yousafzai

Looking Ahead ...
2020 and we are back at
school! Fairlawn is a busy,
happy place. Children are
playing, learning, meeting
new teachers and making
new friends.
We welcome all our new
Preppies to our Prep family
and are so glad to see all
the other familiar faces.
Sharon Lister
HOD Pre-Primary and
Junior Prep
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Eager and
happy
Preppies
meet up with
friends and
teachers as
they begin
a promising
new year!
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Music

“Music gives a soul
to the universe,
wings to the mind,
flight to the
imagination and life
to everything.”
― Plato

On That Note ...
Music at Prep has started
off with a bang! Earlier this
week, we had a number
of teachers and students
showcasing various
instruments for the Grade
4-7 boys. The boys were
entertained as the teachers
performed some catchy
and well-known pieces for
them, after which the boys
had fun trying to play the
various instruments, many
for the first time.
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Sport
Sport: Life Lessons
and Fun Rolled Into
One!

more than two where the
schedules allow them to.
Sports on offer are:

Welcome to 2020!
We consider sport to
be an important part of
your son’s education at
St Andrew’s Preparatory
School. Enjoyment, fun
and satisfaction are
theprimary purposes, while
character, team work and
camaraderie all develop
in the sporting context and
play an important role in
social development.

Summer: Terms 1 and 3
•
Basketball
•
Cricket
•
Swimming
•
Tennis
•
Water Polo

Sport also provides a host
of community occasions
over the course of the
year which have the effect
of knitting the school
community together and
enhancing its quality.
Prep offers a wide range
of games, ensuring that
every boy will find a sport
which suits his personality,
interests and physique.

Into the Swing
of Things
Summer sport is in full
swing. As usual, our sports
fields, tennis courts and
swimming pools are
bustling with action.
Phys Ed and swimming
started on Monday.
Please be reminded:
Grade 3s swim every
Monday and Wednesday.
Grades 1s and 2s swim
every Tuesday and
Thursday.
Please remember to pack
your child’s towel, goggles
and dry underwear for after
the lesson. Costumes
may be worn under their
sports clothes.
It is essential to pack
takkies for the afternoon
sports session.
Please remind your
children to pack their Prep
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peak caps for sport and
breaktime play. The sun
can be brutal. It is
advisable for your child to
leave one cap in his/her
locker at school so that
they do not miss out on all
the fun on the sports field.
Our rule is: NO CAP NO
SPORT. We do not want
our Preppies getting
sunburt.

There are a wide variety of
sports on offer. All Grade
4–7 boys will be required
to choose two sports per
season/term, although
many boys choose to play

Winter: Terms 1 and 2
•
Hockey
•
Rugby
•
Squash
•
Tennis
Athletics, Cross Country
and Football are held from
mid-July to end of
September. In addition,
Golf is offered all year
round usually over the
weekends.
For details regarding
fixtures, team lists and
results, please visit the
Parent Portal.
We look forward to seeing
many of you at our various
sports fixtures.
Patrick Gumunyu
Director of Sports

Heidi Fowlds
MIC Junior Prep Sport

“Be brave enough to
travel the unknown
path, and learn what
you are capable of.”

St Andrew’s Prep is a
MySchool beneficiary.
Sign up for a free MySchool card HERE
or change your beneficiaries HERE

– Rachel Wolchin
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Senior Prep

“Afoot and light-hearted
I take to the open road,
healthy, free,
the world before me.”
- Walt Whitman

Prep Picnic
Pickings

Senior Prep’s
Tutor Groups

It is tradition each year
at Prep for the Senior
Preppies to hike to a spot
just outside of town in
order to make their own
fire (under supervision,
of course) and cook up
some fudge in large, threelegged pots that have
probably been used for this
purpose for decades.
Last Sunday dawned
drizzly and chilly, but still a
lovely day for hiking. The
boys set off from Senior
Prep down the dirt road
toward the Monastery.
The previous night’s
drizzle made fire-making
problematic and the boys
struggled with the wet
wood (or rather, our interns
and staff struggled to
help them light the fires).
But they managed and
the fudge-making was
a success! The winning
fudge was quite delectable!

The structure of our
classes and learning at
Senior Prep has changed
somewhat this year. The
boys have different subject
teachers from Grade 5
upwards, giving the boys
an opportunity to get to
know the staff and vice/
versa.
In place of a set class
teacher, tutor groups have
been set up. Each morning
from Monday to Thursday,
the tutor groups meet for
half an hour to assist the
boys with their daily
planning and learning
support programmes.
Tutors help the boys to
make good social
decisions and resolve
conflict. Pastoral care is
improved and areas where
the boys may need assistance are identified.
So far, the groups are
enjoying the new structure
and we are already seeing
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positive results in the way
the boys manage their
schedules.
Parents’ first port of call
for issues concerning their
son will now be their child’s
tutor. Tutors for each grade
are:
Grade 5:
Mrs Swift
Ms Cordel
Mr Dawson
Grade 6:
Ms Griffioen
Mr Heymans
Mr van Vuuren
Grade 7:
Mr Brady
Mr Moolman
Mr Paul
Mr Cameron
Mr Wienekus
Tutor comments will be
included in the school
reports.

Newboy Tie
Ceremony
Each boy new to Senior
Prep receives a tie with
their names embroidered
on during our first
Assembly of the year to
welcome them into the
Prep family.
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Grade 7 Hike
The Grade 7s hike from
Kenton-on-Sea to Kasouga
at the start of each year.
The weather was beautiful
and the boys thoroughly
enjoyed being outdoors,
swimming, exploring and
even picking up litter to
keep our beaches clean.
The delicious pizza at
Homewoods was
extremely welcome after
the long walk!
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