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PREP NEWS
Dear Prep Family

“Action is
the fundamental
key to success.”
- Pablo Picasso

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

I aim to keep this note as
COVID-19 free as possible given the amount of
communication we are all
dealing with. I do though,
want to thank you all for
the support and understanding we have received
these past few days. All
staff at Prep very much
appreciate the way the
Prep family has responded
to the decisions forced on
us from a national level.
Please be assured that
we are keeping abreast of
changes (and it is a continuously changing scenario)
and, more importantly, are
responding in a calm and
measured manner, taking
advice and learning from
the experiences of colleague schools both here
and overseas. Please all
remember that, in these
times of rumours and fake
news, any changes to the
Prep calendar and for Prep
in general will be confirmed
only through my office.
Before our little world was
turned on its head on
Sunday evening, we were
enjoying a variety of season-ending sports fixtures
and the beginning of winter
sports – albeit in some
rather un-winter weather.
What a treat it was for me

to be able to support the
Prep U13A Water Polo
team at the KEPS festival (held at Old Eds this
year as KES/KEPS are
building a new state-ofthe-art aquatic centre). Our
Preppies were fantastic in
their desire to learn, their
application and grit in the
pool, and most importantly
open and warm in making
new friends and delighting
their host families with their
manners and behaviour.
Thanks must go to Messrs
Dawson and Stanley who
have worked so well with
the water polo boys, for
their example, their continued positive encouragement, and for their ability
to drag every last drop
of enthusiasm out of the
boys.
The next few months
will no doubt hold some
experiences that we did not
have in mind at the start
of 2020, not even at the
beginning of this month!
One of the great strengths
of the Eastern Cape in
general and our schools in
particular has always been
our ability to respond and
adapt to whatever situation
we are confronted with.
Facing the future with a
sense of humour is equally
important, as one of our
little ones suggested to

her mum after the close of
school was announced:
Mom: The President
addressed the country last
night and he has instructed that all schools close
on Wednesday until after
Easter holidays.
Daughter: Oh no! What
does the mean for my
school work?
Mom: Your teachers will tell
you, but I’m sure we will be
doing some school work at
home.
Daughter: But I won’t know
what to do with my
phonics!
Mom: We can work through
your phonics at home, it
will be fine.
Daughter: I should have
given phonics up for lent!
Again, thank you all for
your support this week and
the weeks to come in an
ever-changing landscape.
Mr B
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“This is the real
secret of life –
to be completely
engaged with what
you are doing
in the here and now.
And instead of
calling it work,
realise it is play.”
– Alan Watts

Pre-Primary

Under The Sea!
Our children have
thoroughly enjoyed
learning about the fun
things we do at the beach
and the amazing creatures
we find in the rock pools.
We are currently going
into the deep blue sea to
learn about the beautiful
fish, baby shark and the
hugest mammal of all: the
whale. We have created
and painted some lovely
artwork which will be
displayed in the classrooms and hopefully the
children will have shared
some new sea life information with you at home!
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Please note that the PAT
Chats and Family Fun Day
will all be postponed to a
later date.
We are sad to say that
school be closing this week
due to the developments in
the Covid-19 global
pandemic. Please follow
the Government
recommendations to stay
safe from infection.

There will be no
Aftercare or sport on
Wednesday 18 March.
Please refer to the Headmaster’s letter
regarding when school will
be opened again and

follow your child’s grade
Whatsapp group for further
information.
Bronwyn Blaine
Grade 000 Teacher
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Junior Prep
The Great
Outdoors
Assegaai Sport Horse
Stud was the venue of the
Grade 1s’ first Outdoor
Education trip last week.
And what a lovely morning
it was! The day began with
a great treasure hunt up
the hill to the farm spring,
where a hotly contested
stone throwing competition
ensued.
Then the children dashed
back down the hill to feed
the hungry chickens and
spend some very exciting
moments with Mr and Mrs
Currie’s beautiful BatEared Foxes that they are
currently re-introducing
into the wild.
The highlight of the day
for most of the children
was the opportunity to
ride a horse. Nerves were
calmed and the children
talked to the horses and
stroked them, gaining confidence to ride them, being
led by Kerry Currie and
me. Every child left their
horsey friends, Coco and
Solero, happy and exhilNEC ASPERA TERRENT

arated by the experience.
To finish off a beautiful
day, the children helped to
milk some dairy cows (and
even got to have a taste of
the fresh milk, if they were

brave enough!)
Some of the children tried
their hand at catching a
sheep with the aid of the
two sheep dogs.
We are so grateful to the

Curries for opening up their
farm to us all. The Grade
1s had a ball!
Terri Rennie
Grade 1 Teacher
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“Nature gives
to every time
and season
some beauties
of its own.”
– Charles Dickens

Walking on
Sunshine
Pineapple picking, river
cruising, nature walking
and beach swimming! The
Grade 3s had an
absolute ball last week
as they went on their first
night’s sleepout excursion
to Kenton-on-Sea.
We started our Outdoor Ed
with a visit to the Wilmots’
pineapple farm. We learnt
how pineapples are grown
and picked and a little
about how the industry
works.
From there, we checked
into Woodlands Country
Cottages, which would
be our new home for the
night. After a lovely boerie
roll or two, we went to Co
Bay where we went on a
nature walk, followed by
a beautiful river cruise up
the Kariega River. We saw
giraffe, blesbok, zebra and
many more wild animals
and birds.
At around 5pm, we
ventured back to the beach
for a quick dip in the sea,
and then turned in for the
evening at our cottages.
We ended our fun with
some yummy marshmallow
braaiing.
On Thursday morning after
breakfast, we headed back
to the beach for some
exciting team activities and
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sand-castle building
competitions. We finally
headed back at about
lunchtime on Thursday.

The Grade 3s had a
marvellous time and we
look forward to our twonight sleepout at the end of

the year.
Mrs Sharon Lister
Grade 3 Teacher
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A Word or Two
from our Intrepid
Explorers ...
The Grade 3s were tasked
with writing about their
Outdoor Ed experience
during class. Here are
some of the write-ups:
“We went around a pineapple farm on a big bakkie
and even got to pick
pineapples. It was so cool.
We ate slices of pineapple
and they were sooooo
delicious!”
“After lunch we went on
an amazing nature walk. I
had my photo taken with
giraffes. I loved the walk.”
“I loved the boat cruise
because I was just chilling
on the boat. We didn’t see
any fish and that was fine.
We did see two nyala.”

us – so awesome! We ate
some big and juicy
pineapples.”
“The boat cruise was super
cool and super fun! When
the boat was drifting I was
scared.”
“On our nature walk we
had to walk in big puddles
but I didn’t mind. When we
finished the lovely walk I
was happy because I saw
great animals.”
“The beach activities were
fun and they made me
tired. Some of the spiders
on our nature hike were
creepy, but they don’t bite.”
“I loved the stay at Woodlands. We ate delicious
food and played cricket.”
“On the beach climbing the
sand dune was the most
fun – and we all got to race
down again!”

‘We all went on an
amazing nature walk. We
saw big giraffe. I think we
possibly all got our shoes
soaked! We also saw scary
spiders.”
“We went to a pineapple
farm. There was a Dakar
rally Toyota Hillux behind
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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“Rugby is
a game of
interruptions”
– Anonymous
(unanimous)

Sport
Season Cessations
Much excitement was had
by all, as our boys and
girls took to the Astro,
netball courts and rugby
fields last week. It is such
a pity that we need to put
our season on hold, but as
you know, we have all the
systems in place and will
communicate this to you as
it unfolds.
Due to the closing of our
schools we will not fulfil the
scheduled Hockey,
Netball and Rugby fixtures
for March.
Communication directly
from the school will determine when our Sports
fixtures will resume. Please
keep safe and healthy
until we resume our normal
sporting activities.
Heidi Fowlds
MIC JP Sport
NEC ASPERA TERRENT

KEPS Water Polo
Tour
On Thursday 12 March, the
Prep U13 Water Polo team
travelled to Johannesburg
for the U13 KEPS Festival,
where we were able to play
against some of the top
schools in Gauteng.
When we arrived, the boys
were eager to explore the
concrete jungle and were
treated to an “out of this
world burger” from
RocoMamas before
heading off to get
ready for our first
fixture against St
Stithians. The
game was tough
and we went down
16-1.
On Friday morning,
there was a lot of
Preppie “gees” and
the boys were all pumped
and ready for the day of
fixtures ahead:

Saheti 6 - 6 Prep
The Ridge 7 - 4 Prep
St Davids 8 - 2 Prep
Our boys were then treated
to an afternoon of Laser
Tag where an immense
load of fun was had by all especially Mr
Dawson
and

Mr Stanley!
Our two #1 shooters were
Alastair Carle and Joshua
van Zyl - you definitely
want them on your side
during a war! Saturday’s
fixtures were as follows:
WPPS 7 - 4 Prep
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St Benedicts 3 - 7 Prep
Grey Bloem 5 - 5 Prep
(best match ever!)
Sunday’s fixtures were as
follows:
KEPS 4 - 2 Prep
St John’s 6 - 4 Prep
The rest of the day was
spent exploring malls,
playing in the games
arcades and of course,
stuffing our faces with all
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the wonderful snacks we
can’t seem to find in Grahamstown.We all enjoyed
a truly incredible tour and
what fantastic experience
for our young polo players.
I am proud of the manner
the boys conducted themselves in and out of the water and, more importantly,
they refused to give up and
drop their heads when the
going got a bit tough. They
have shown themselves to
be True Blue

Preppies, and
I have never been
prouder!
I wish the boys all the best
with their winter sports.

Until
next season!
Brandon Dawson
Water Polo Coach
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Serve it,
Smash it,
Win it,
Love it

From the Sports
Director
This past week has been
extremely busy and packed
with the hockey, rugby
trials, tennis and squash
fixtures on many days of
the week and the water
polo festival in
Johannesburg.
The week had set the tone
nicely for the new Winter
Sports season, before
the schools unanimously
agreed, after the announcement by our
President, Cyril Ramaphosa, that all sports fixtures
were cancelled. This cancellation commences with
the Squash and Rugby
fixtures on Wednesday and
extends to Sunday 5 April
when the Grey U13
Hockey Tournament would
have been concluded.
The U11 Tennis players
had most of their matches
played last week on
Tuesday against Graeme
before the fixture was
washed out. Playing at
Fairlawn courts, the U11B
team were leading 36–22
with three singles matches
still to be played.
The most exciting Tennis
fixture was had by the U13
players from both Port
Alfred and St Andrew’s
Preparatory Schools. The
joy of playing tennis was
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witnessed in seeing 17
doubles matches and 14
singles matches contested
on the day. A pleasant
afternoon was had by all
who participated.
Playing in their second
fixture of the season, the
squash boys recorded their
first victory in a League
match against Victoria
Girls.
The Water polo U13A
team return from their tour
to Johannesburg, where
they participated at the
prestigious KEPS Festival.
The boys were highly
commended for their
fighting spirit in all the
matches they played, and
their improved results
reflected that. It goes to
show that with exposure,
our boys can compete
well against some of the
best water polo playing
schools.
If the circumstances
around the COVID-19
pandemic change, we
hope to resume with the
sports fixtures as per the
original fixtures in the
Trinity Term. It is our wish
that, where fixtures are
postponed, all efforts will
be made to make up the
match time.
As ever, the support from
all our parents at matches
during the past term has
been wonderful and the

boys really enjoy having
a cheering squad on the
sidelines, thank you.
Please keep the boys fit
for their relevant sports as

we look forward to Term II.
Stay safe!
Patrick Gumunyu
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Senior Prep

Tutor Groups in Session

Support Prep using your
MySchool Card Today!
Your MySchool card raises
funds for our school.
Swipe your MySchool card
or use your App at any of the
retail partner stores and a percentage
of your spend will be allocated to Prep,
without costing you a cent.
NEC ASPERA TERRENT

18 March 2020 / page 9

