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“Motivation is what
gets you started.
Habit is what keeps
you going.”
– Jim Ryun

Dear Prep Family
I wonder why we big people forget the lessons we learn
as children? I mean the things we learn in the sandpit at
pre-school. The basic things like:
Don’t hit people, share everything and don’t take things
that aren’t yours. And say sorry when you hurt somebody.
Put things back where you found them, clean up your
own mess and wash your hands before you eat (I think
we’ve all suddenly remembered this one!).
A rusk and a cup of tea are good for you and so is taking
a nap every afternoon.
Look right, look left and right again before you cross the
road and go out into the world, and then hold hands when
you do. And stick together!
Remember the very first reading books and the first word
you learnt – LOOK – maybe the biggest word of all?
And lastly the most important rule of all we learn as little
people, PLAY FAIR. If we all played fair, perhaps we
wouldn’t be quarantining boys and disrupting teachers,
parents and whole school routines. (But my petticoat is
now showing, and I should remember to play fair).
If we take a long hard look above, everything we need to
know is in there somewhere. Love and sanitation, equality and sensible living, politics (imagine if our government
had a commitment to clean up its own mess and to put
things back where they found them) and education.

had a rusk and cup of tea and had a nap every afternoon
– and no matter how old you are, it’s better to hold hands
and stick together!
Which is why I can’t think of two better young men to hold
the office of Head Boy and Deputy Head Boy for Prep for
2020 than Matthew Ladds and Alastair Carle. Both young
men are wonderful team men who play fair, stick together
and happily clean up their own mess. I’m pretty sure they
both enjoy a cup of tea and an afternoon nap as well.
Congratulations (even if they are somewhat belated
thanks to the little virus doing the rounds) to both boys
who, after a rigorous process of application, interviews,
presentations and voting, have been appointed to lead
the boys.
Alastair remains in Zambia learning at home while
recovering from a particularly nasty bicycle accident
(apparently rocks jump out at you in Zambia) and the
announcement at an assembly on Top Field on Monday
morning was filmed for the Carle family.
Mr B

I’m pretty sure the world would be a better place if we all
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“The future doesn’t
belong to the light-hearted.
It belongs to the brave.”
– Ronald Reagan

Pre-Primary
Super Proud of our Pre-Primaries!
The youngest of our Preppies joined us back in the
classroom last week. These littlest Preppies only had
seven weeks of school before the Covid-19 pandemic hit
and school had to close. They had just settled into new
routines, making new friends, getting to know their teacher and becoming Busy Bees, when it was all put on hold.
What a great surprise and with absolute pride it was to
see how - after only seven weeks and then just about
double that - the children took on the new drop off
procedure and protocols in their stride, walked back
into the classroom and got on with playing and learning
like they had never left. It proves once again that if you
keep play and the child at the centre of learning, they will
always fly and surpass all expectations.
We kicked off our learning in the classroom with Air
transport, made some beautiful hot air balloons,

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

aerplanes and are now splashing in the deep blue sea on
sailboats, cruise ships and motorboats. We are picnic
king outside on our towels and singing happily along with
Mrs Robertson during our music lessons on the Fairlawn
fields. With all our stomping, jumping and singing, much
to our children’s delight, we have been surprised by many
long earthworms coming up to see what all the commotion is about.
A huge thank you once again to our amazing parents in
preparing your children so well, allowing them to be the
BIG kids they are and going through all their new firsts
this term: First time to get out of the car by themselves, to
walk to class by themselves and to follow instructions so
well. We can’t express how proud we are of the resilience
shown by your children.
Bronwyn Blaine
Proudest, happiest Grade 000 teacher ever!
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Junior Prep
Every Day is a chance to learn
It has been wonderful having the Fairlawn campus
bustling with activity again. We have loved having most
of our preppies back and in the classrooms learning.
The Grade 2s have been so happy to be back and have
jumped right in and embraced the new normal. They have
loved being back in the class and seeing all their friends
again.
Learning has taken on a new form in the classroom and
the Grade 2s have grabbed hold of it and run with it. They
have made the most of all activities, be it doing maths
games quietly at their desks or finding new ways to learn
their phonics sounds and words. We have found ways to
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“It always seems impossible
until it’s done.”
- Nelson Mandela
still make learning fun and interactive in the classroom.
We have been using phonics cards to build and sound
our phonics words of the week. The children have loved
the challenge of building their words and making sure
they have chosen the right cards for the word that has
been given. Who knew learning for Friday’s quiz could be
such fun!
It has been a wonderful start back to school and it has
been great to see smiling and joyful Preppies again on
the school ground (even though it’s hidden behind a
mask).
Kirsten Porter
Grade 2 Intern Teacher
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Sport
“If you train hard, winning is easy.
If you train easy, winning is hard.”
- Anonymous

From the Director of Sport
The wait is coming to an end and sport will shortly be
back on in safe and carefully controlled environments.
Golf was the first major sport back in action, with the
practices at Top and Crawhall Fields. This will be
followed by matches at Belmont Valley in weeks to come.
Football, Hockey and Rugby skills practices have
resumed following the guidance, drawn up in consultation with public health officials and governing bodies.
As we move closer to resuming sports, the boys have
continued with conditioning workouts during Active
Lifestyle lessons, while social distancing is been
maintained.
If all goes well, we will be thrilled to resume all sports
soon.
Patrick Gumunyu
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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PREP’S GOT TALENT

Winners!

The votes have been counted and here is the outcome!
First prize-winners receive R150, 2nd prize R100 and
3rd prize R50. Well done to all!
If you haven’t seen the clips, follow the link: Prep’s Got Talent
Grade 000 – R
1st – Duncan McCallum – (Shotgun song)
2nd – Harry Riley (Cartwheels and cricket)
3rd – Ezekiel Jewell ( Magic trick)
Grade 1-3
1st – Jess Vroom (Soft Kitty)
2nd – Matthew Blaine (violin)
3rd – Ayabulela Zilwa (piano)
Grade 4-5
1st – Jacques Prudhon (Magic Tricks)
2nd – Ande Zilwa (Stand by me)
3rd – Seth van der Merwe (drums) & Josh Morgan (target shooting)
Grade 6-7
1st – Stuart White (trailer constructing and clay pigeon shooting)
2nd – Daniel Fowlds (trampoline drone)
3rd – Jack Cullinan (lockdown show)
Staff
1st – Wassabi
2nd – Mr Heymans (Eat your vegetables)
3rd – Mrs Van (van der Merwe midgets dance)
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Senior Prep
“Your talent is God’s gift to you.
What you do with it is your gift
back to God.”
– Leo Buscaglia

Nicholas Ras
Matthew Stavridis
Dylan Long

Academic Honours (90% and above)
Seth van der Merwe
Matthew Todd

Grade 6 Academic Merit Awards

From the Deputy Headmaster’s desk…
We did not have the opportunity to recognise these boys,
as we traditionally do, in a final term-end assembly.
Congratulations go to Daniel Meihuizen, Zian Dreyer and
Seth van der Merwe for being the highest Senior Prep
academic achievers in Term 1.
The following boys obtained Academic Honours or Merits
for academic and application achievements during the
first term. Well done to all of them for their sustained hard
work and effort.
Marc Paul

Grant Antrobus
Steffan Eksteen
Jaryd Mattison
Nicholas Smailes
Fushani Wanga
Joshua van Zyl

Academic Honours:
Zian Dreyer
Sikho Fumbata

Grade 7 Academic Merit Awards
Matthew Ladds
Jack More
Kala Sebonego

Academic Awards, Easter Term 2020
Grade 5 Merit Awards

This is determined using marks obtained in English,
Maths, NS, History and Geography. Mark average needs
to be 80-89%:
Jacques Prudhon
Greg White
Lucky Citwa
Michael Pretorius
Noah Stowe
Alexander Booth
Luthando Hlalempini
Siya Macozoma
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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Michael Thole
Alastair Carle
Shayan Gogoyi
Jude Long
Ababalwe Zingela
Academic Honours
Johnny Davies
Daniel Meihuizen

Michael Pretorius
Sebastian Riley
Noah Stowe
Seth van der Merwe
Matthew Stavridis
Matthew Todd

PREP’S GOT TALENT

Grade 4 Individual Application Awards

Grade 6 Individual Application Awards

Winners!
Grant Antrobus
Zian Dreyer
Steffan Eksteen
Sikho Fumbata
Jaryd Mattison
Joshua van Zyl

Keanin Cordell
Matthew Currie
Scott Emslie
Oliver Kruuse
The votes have been counted andGrade
here is7 the
outcome!
De Wet van Deventer
Individual
Application Awards
Weston van Zyl
Matthew
Ladds
First prize-winners receive R150, 2nd
prize
R100 and
3rd prize R50. Well done to all! Jack More
Grade 5 Individual Application Awards
Kala Sebonego
If you haven’t seen the clips, followMichael
the link:
Prep’s Got Talent
Luthando Hlalempini
Thole
Stephan van Dyk
Alastair Carle
Lucky Citwa
Shayan Gogoi
Grade 000 – R
Judesong)
Long
1st – Duncan McCallum – (Shotgun
Johnny Davies

2nd – Harry Riley (Cartwheels and cricket)
3rd – Ezekiel Jewell ( Magic trick)
Grade 1-3
1st – Jess Vroom (Soft Kitty)
2nd – Matthew Blaine (violin)
3rd – Ayabulela Zilwa (piano)

House Points for Prep’s
Got Talent Entries
Our Senior Preppies received
10 House points for each Prep’s
Got Talent entry submitted.

Grade 4-5
1st – Jacques Prudhon (Magic Tricks)
Lions House are the winners
2nd – Ande Zilwa (Stand by me)
with 220 points!
Griffin
earned(target
160 points
3rd – Seth van der Merwe (drums) & Josh
Morgan
shooting)
and Tigers 130 points.

Grade 6-7
24 June 2020 /
1st – Stuart White (trailer constructing and clay pigeon shooting)
2nd – Daniel Fowlds (trampoline drone)
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Time Flies When You Are Having Fun!

Wow! Time really flies when you are having fun and this
weekend truly embodied that phrase. The boys and staff
had a fantastic time and we can’t believe it’s all over! We
started the weekend with a revised Covid19 regulated
version of our traditional Banter Cup football. We have
combined some rules from netball to ensure the boys’
safety, and in summary the boys cannot tackle or
dribble with the ball - maintaining their 1.5 metre
distance, relying on passing to move the ball around.
With some strict refereeing, the boys have gotten the
hang of the new game and their passing and running off
the ball has grown in leaps and bounds. The teams
consisted of our eager Grade 4s and our legendary staff
vs the Grade 6s and 7s.
To make things interesting, we put up a delicious
bucket of KFC chicken as the prize for the winning team.
What a great match it was, with a narrow 3-2 victory for
the Grade 4s and Staff.
As a result of great sportsmanship, we decided to reward
all players with the prize, which was thoroughly enjoyed!

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

The Friday entertainment continued with our first-ever Lip
Syncing Talent show, run by the formidable Mr Dampies
and Mr Van Heerden. A special shout out to Ms Wragg
for sacrificing her Friday night to be our judge. The boys
absolutely loved it and expressed themselves in style!
On Saturday we enjoyed a wonderfully scenic hike to
the Toposcope via Pride Rock, where the boys enjoyed
a well-earned lunch pack. We printed out the distances
from the Toposcope to their hometowns and stuck them
up around the Toposcope hut and reflected on how lucky
we are to share such a wonderful school with each of us
coming from such different backgrounds. We did indeed
miss our cross border boys!
In the evening we enjoyed some adventurous fireball
hockey games which was welcomed on another crispy
Grahamstown evening.
On Sunday, we enjoyed getting back onto our most loved
Webster Astro and learned some physical-distancingstyle ways of playing. A special shoutout to Mr Stanley
for joining us on his Sunday off - can’t keep the hockey
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lovers away for too long!
We ended the afternoon with our Grade 4 and 5s
volunteering at the SPCA by walking some young pups.
Both the puppies and the boys absolutely loved it. We
will be back!
Thank you to Ms Walsh, Mr Dampies, Mr van Heerden
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and Wassabi for a fantastic duty
weekend.
Nick Heymans
Lions Housemaster
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emerged, life went very quickly back to normal. I
suppose the biggest lesson there for the boys of today is
that, no matter how scary the future might seem, the very
best way to face it is - as we did - head-on.
Courage, selflessness and a belief in something bigger
than oneself, along with good sense and taking each day
as it comes, can get through situations that no amount of
dodging and avoidance will defeat.
My very best thoughts to you and to the greatest
little school that ever was.

Messages from one Preppie
to Another ...

I trust that you will all come through this one as proudly
and successfully as we did more than sixty years ago.
Lee Hall
(Tigers 1959-1963).

We’ve Been Down This
Particular Road Before ...
I was at Prep when the Asian Flu finally reached
Grahamstown in 1959.
The school didn’t shut down. Almost all the boys eventually got sick, but no-one went home, though I seem
to recall that some of the worst affected did start their
holidays a week or so early. Most of the dormitories were
converted into sick bays, and I recall spending a rather
torrid three weeks in Cubs (is there still a Cubs dorm part of Tigers?)
The Staff were marvellous - most of them ended up
becoming sick themselves, but the standard of care for
the boys was extraordinary.
As I recall back then, those boys who were not infected,
plus those who had made a robust recovery, assisted as
nurse aids.
I don’t really have anything profound to say. My main recollection was that for almost three weeks, I lived a double
life - every night I would resume the same dreams from
the previous night, which seemed more real than the reality of lying in a half-stupor all day. A rather weird experience which has never again been repeated.
My only comment is that everyone faced the problem
head-on. I am sure that there were vulnerable people
who died, but mercifully, no one whom I knew. There was
a great display of courage, fortitude and sheer
common sense.
The economy suffered, but was not brought to its knees,
and after the wave had passed and herd immunity had
NEC ASPERA TERRENT

“Receiving in life is amazing, but nothing
beats giving back.”
– Chris Yoxall OP (1983)
Dear Preppies,
I hope this message finds you all well and healthy,
especially during these crazy times we live in. Having
been born in Zambia, I went to Prep from the age of 9
and left when I was 13. These years were some of the
best schooling years I had in my life. At the time, I did
not realize how fortunate I was, thinking this was just
normal. But now when I look back, I realize that what we
had was not normal, but really special. I will reflect upon
some of these days and tell you what was so special, but
more important why it is special.
Lions Dorm – This Dorm was the best! (Of course I
have to say that because I was in Lions.) We in the Lions
House had such a strong bond regardless of age. The
competitiveness was fierce and we wanted to be the best
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at everything we did. This included table tennis
competitions as well as the famous Dorm races. We had
to allow those with long legs to do the crab walks, but
walking, running or monkey was open to all. It didn’t
matter who was in the team, it was always about the
House, “the mighty Lions”. When we were not
competing at some kind of sporting competition, we
relaxed as good friends do. The Friday night highlight
was always a highlight listening to the radio, played
aloud, so everyone could hear.
Lions Dorm would not have been complete if it was not
for the Rhodes stewards, Mr Beneiri, who loved his football and Mr Hargreaves who looked like “Flash
Gordon”, as well as Mrs Lombard, our adopted
mother, who cared so well for us Preppies. We all felt like
a family, even though we also had the odd squabble and
differences.
My main message about life as a boarder is that
you spend so much time together, away from home
that you make your school a “second home”. I did
not realize at that time but some of those Preppies I
went to school with would become some of the best
friends I would have later in life.
Life Lessons about getting involved – As a boarder,
we had to find activities on weekends to keep us busy.
Saturdays were taken up with inter school sports. At St
Andrew’s, we were always competitive. Whether it was
on a cricket, rugby or football field, on a tennis court or
in the swimming pool – everyone likes to win. Of course
beating Kingswood was always special – our arch rival. It
did not always work out that way and I learnt very quickly
as a Preppie that the joy of a victory was only as good as
having to embrace and respect a loss.
When we were not playing sport for the school, we would
find other ways to occupy ourselves. A visit to Cradock
Dam was always fun. We would spend time fishing,
catching and releasing as well as having our own “bush
games”. One of our favorite games was “clay fights”. We
would dig out mud from the edges of the dam and make
round balls, the size of a fist, stick them onto the end of
a long flexible stick and fling them across the dam at one
other. When you got hit by a flying ball of mud, you felt it!
(We used to take clumps of grass and stick them in our
hat as padding – nobody wanted to get hit on the head.)
If we were not at Cradock Dam, then we would be on a
tennis court, in the cricket nets or on a rugby field playing
gaining grounds. Somehow it always involved a good
friend and some competitive fun.

well as meet different friends other than those on a
sporting field. Life has a wide range of diversity and
making sure that we don’t get stuck in a rut, or a
lane, is so important. There is nothing wrong with
becoming a specialist, but make sure you take the
time to explore and experience life as a generalist.
I have no doubt in saying to you Preppies, that some of
your best friends you’ll have for life are already at school
with you now.
Given that I was from Zambia, during half term breaks we
would be hosted by one of the other Preppie families, as
it was too far for me to travel home for such a short time.
I went with different families over the years; however, my
usual and best was joining the Fowlds family.
William was a year younger than me but we became
good mates at school and to this day have never lost
contact.
Spending time on their family farm remains in my memory, 40 years later, like it was just yesterday. William would
have his family around, including his cousins who went
to Kingswood, and we would all just have fun. Whether
it was riding motorbikes, swimming in the river or playing
snooker – it was all just fun. You never wanted to return
to school after a good weekend, but we all knew we had
to.
During my final year of Prep, Standard 6 (1983), my
family had relocated from Zambia to South Africa,
Durban. I knew this was my last year as I would be going
to Westville Boys High School. When I left St Andrew’s
Prep, I remember how difficult it was, because all I
wanted to do at that time was go to College. I made
a promise to myself that I would stay in touch with my
friends. As time went by, it was difficult to stay in regular
contact; however I never lost touch. For me, William
Fowlds was the one person that I kept in contact with
and years later we met up in Johannesburg, for the first

On Sundays, I would visit my sisters at DSG, for a few
hours in the afternoon.
Life at St Andrew’s also offered me such diversity. I was
always just interested in sport, but I also got involved
in our school plays. These turned out to be some of my
school memory highlights that I never thought I would
admit. The King and I, The Sound of Music, as well as
Joseph and the Technicolor Dream Coat were all productions that the school put on and I enjoyed participating in
each one.
My main message is that getting involved in
everything and anything offered at school allowed
me to try things I would never have thought to, as
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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time in person since I left Prep, when he was studying to
become a vet. I was married, with my first son, working in
an engineering field. I clearly recall at that time how easy
it was just to catch up as if no time had passed. I knew
then that William would always be a life-long friend.
I left South Africa in 1997 and moved to Australia with my
wife and two sons. My daughter was born later. As we
started to build a new life chapter in Australia, connection
with friends in SA became less frequent.
As life at Prep had taught me, I needed to make the most
of the new country I lived in. I kept in touch with William,
but not as often as we could have. We both had our lives,
young families and a focus on those chapters in our lives.
Then I was asked by my company, for whom I have now
worked for 22 years, to move to the USA to look after the
North American Operations. This was 10 years ago, and
I currently live in Houston. I’d always stayed in distant
touch with William and the work he was doing with the
plight of the Rhinos. I knew deep down in my heart that
those years as a Preppie spending time on the Fowlds’
farm together with the friendship that William and I had
established that there was a reason why we had met at
the age of 9. William, through his work, was coming over
to the US and we managed to reunite again. Through my
work and the industry I work in, we have been able to get
some good donors and supporters of the great cause to
keep rhinos from becoming extinct due to poaching.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Was Head of Lions House
Played 1st XV at scrum half at Prep
Captain of football (soccer) team and 1st XI cricket
Prefect at Westville Boys High in his final year
Was 1st XV captain and represented the district
Captain of football (soccer)1st team and
represented Natal
Qualified in Mechanical and Metallurgical Engineering at Natal Technical College
Specialized in mining, oil and gas industrie
Married to Linda, also from the Eastern Cape
Has three children, Jordan, Kylan and Sadie
Expecting our first grandchild later this year
Became Vice President of ROSEN Asia Pacific
responsible for China, Asia, Australia, New Zealand
and Papua New Guinea
Executive Vice President for ROSEN North America
responsible for Canada, USA, Mexico and Central
America
Is a big supporter of African Rhino Conservation
Collaboration (ARCC) and during COVID, he has
grown his hair and will be raffling tickets to his
employees (+700) to see who from his company will
get to cut his hair to raise funds for ARCC (target is
USD10,000).

Chris Yoxall

I never would have thought I’d find myself
shoulder to shoulder with a lifelong friend,
40 years on.
Late last year, I managed to get back to South Africa with
my family and our first stop was the Fowlds’ farm. It had
been over 20 years since I had visited the farm, and 40
years since I was a Preppie having my Half-Terms on the
farm. However, as with our friendship, it all just felt as if I
was back “home”. William and I, together with our
families managed to visit the school again and take a
walk around. It was an amazing experience and a
reminder of all that my days at Prep meant to me.
I found my name on the leavers’ board and took the time
to reflect upon my many good years at Prep, together
with a good friend. As I said in my introduction, I didn’t
know as a Preppie how fortunate I was, but now as I look
back, those years gave me such a strong foundation to
build upon and become successful.
Life will take you to many places, including those
you least expect. However, I have no doubt in saying
that some of your best and lifelong friends are those
you are at school with today, or certainly will meet in
the few years to come. You may not know it now, or
even who it is, but I am very sure that you will find
out later in life.
School provides us with a platform to study, participate in sport, music and/or drama, and is a foundation to build upon for a working career. However, it is
also a platform whereby you will make some of the
best friends in life.
A few facts about Chris Yoxall
• Chris was a Prep school prefect (Senior 8)
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Make Wise Use
of this Time
These wise words written by Pastor David Crosby
were sent in to us recently by Digby Whyte, OP 1977:
You do not get to choose the events that come your
way nor the sorrows that interrupt your life. They will
likely be a surprise to you, catching you off guard and
unprepared. You may hold your head in your hands
and lament your weak condition and wonder what you
ought to do.
To suffer, that is common to all. To suffer and still
keep your composure, your faith, and you smile, that
is remarkable.
Pain will change you more profoundly than success
or good fortune. Suffering shapes your perception
of life, your values and priorities and your goals and
dreams.
Your pain is changing you.
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