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Expand and Simplify
I hope you all enjoyed a day of “buffoonery” and
“wackiness” last Friday. It seems for many it was just the
tonic required, if I am to believe what the children have
reported. Here I insert the teacher’s disclaimer “We will
only believe 10% of what your children tell us about you,
IF you promise to only believe 10% of what your children
tell you about us.”
I have heard tell of this past weekend of “movie
marathons”; six movies back-to-back (insert wide-eyed
emoji), schlumphing (or is that sloughing?) days, pyjama
days, puzzle days, even (heaven forbid) a shopping day!
There were also reports of golfing weekends, hunting
weekends and weekends on a boat. How normal that all
sounds, along with just enough insanity to keep us sane.
I too had a treat on Friday. Apart from the normal plethora
of Zoom meetings, protocol reviews and preparation for
Council meetings, Prep took delivery of a new bakkie.
The old Beast that had lasted Mr Johnson and Prep
twenty–odd years finally gave up the ghost. Truth be told,
it completely collapsed! Prior to lockdown we ordered a
new vehicle and it arrived on Friday. Mr Johnson and I
were like little boys with a new toy. Even Mr
Thompson suggested I bring it down to College to have a
spin around the block!
Once the “new car” excitement died down, meetings
closed and quiet settled on the school, I got to reflecting
the (sort of) Half-Term just passed. That weird time on a
Friday afternoon in a quiet school leads Headmasters to
strange places. On my desk is a copy of Mine the Gap for
Mathematical Understanding for Grades 6-8. Idly leafing
through it (actually actively reading it) got me to thinking
that this term has been a bit like algebra. We have faced
a myriad of problems, mostly new, and have had to seek
possible solutions.
As with Mathematics, there
has often been more than one
solution. Sometimes, you have
to take a calculated risk and get
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it wrong, in order to get it right.
For example: Expand and simplify 2(3x+1) - 5(2x-3)
Expand and simplify! Is this not a contradiction? Why do
algebra at all? Learning how to learn is essential in
preparing our children for the challenges they will
undoubtedly face. Our children do not necessarily need
to learn algebra for their future careers. I can’t remember
when I last had to solve a simultaneous equation or
simplify an expression. I do know when last I had to
solve a problem though – about five minutes ago on the
phone!
Metacognition, which you will often hear Mr Paul and the
staff talk about, is the ability to examine how you process your own thoughts. Children who have developed
metacognition are able to review their thought processes
and reframe the way they think, helping them to adapt to
new situations. The better able a child is to understand
how he or she learns, remembers and processes information, the more information he or she will ultimately
retain and understand.
Algebra is a perfect example where factual knowledge
and conceptual understanding come into play. One must
follow the ‘rule’: expand the contents of the brackets first,
expose the expression in its entirety, then simplify and
reduce it to solve the problem.
We have had to “expand” and “simplify” in the face of the
Coronavirus problem. We have learnt that what works
for some, doesn’t necessarily work for others. We keep
finding different solutions to new problems – and like the
children we learn something new every day. Like the fact
that it’s OK for children under five not
to wear masks.
For those of you who wanted the
answer to the equation, it is
-4x+17; and “sloughing”
(pronounced “sluffing”)
refers to the act of shedding
or casting off dead tissue –
like a snake shedding its skin.
Mr B
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“Some beautiful paths cannot
be discovered without getting lost.”
- Unknown

Pre-Primary
Hit The Trail
In Grade 00, we have ventured down a variety of paths,
becoming lost in learning about the different modes of
transport. For this topic, I have tried to plan around the
interests and ideas given by the children.
The Grade 00s have drawn amazing planes, cars, trains,
buses and even a fire engine. Last week, they got all
masked up and walked down to Leicester Street. On the
way, we looked at road signs and markings and practised
crossing the road safely. We sat sensibly at the side of
the road and watched all the cars, motorbikes, bakkies
and trucks drive past and completed a car colour survey.
Very loud squeals of delight were heard when a brown
and a yellow car drove past. (Why? Because “Mrs Brown
said we probably wouldn’t see a brown car!“ How wrong
was I!) The Grade 00s concluded that there are mostly
white and silver cars in Grahamstown.

little fishpond.
The children bravely delved into some history and learnt
who made and flew the first aeroplane, the Wright
Brothers, and looked at a few pictures of strange Pennyfarthing bicycles amidst a giggle or two. When I asked,
“Who was the first person to fly?” one of the children
piped up: “A bird”! (The innocence of children!)
During our construction play, Liam and Sebastian made
Corona Virus models (below)!
This week there is great excitement in Pre-Primary as we
are learning about emergency vehicles, fire engines and
the police. I am so proud of their fire engines I just had to
share!
Mrs Cathy Brown
Grade 00 Teacher

The boys and girls wanted to make sailing boats so they
drew patterns on some sails and then sailed them on our
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“The greatest discovery of my generation
is that a human being can alter his life
by altering his attitudes.”
– William James

From the

in Grade 3

Superheroes

The Grade 3s have been hard at work learning so many
new things. They are not only learning to convert analogue into digital time, but they are calculating time lapse
too. They have had such fun using their little math boxes
armed with clocks to calculate time. Dice and packs of
mini playing cards have been used to play mental math
games, all in the comfort of their own desk spaces.
During English they are enriching their language by
becoming familiar with parts of speech and using this
growing knowledge and awareness of words to construct
interesting sentences and pieces of personal writing.
These are some of the ideas they shared with their classmates in a thought provoking brainstorm session. The
topic was: If I Was In Charge Of The World.
Some of their answers are very insightful:

•
•

I would help the people that don’t have money or
food or even parents;
I would make a law NO LITTERING, because it is
destroying the world!

Junior Prep
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I will not allow any nuclear activity
I would end pollution because it is hurting the
atmosphere
I would stop poachers from shooting animals like
rhinos
I would end all wars because nobody likes fighting
There would be NO PLASTIC!
I would stop pollution now and see that we have
clean water to drink
I would make broccoli change into a sweet and
change chocolate into the healthiest food ever
I would make the world fresh and clean
I would stop people from breaking the ozone layer
and I would get a lot of hamsters for pets
I would stop the pollution in our oceans
I would save the world like God.

Isn’t it just so encouraging to know that the future is in
their hands!
Mrs Sharon Lister
HOD JP and PP
Grade 3 Teacher
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SORRY, I’ve got to run ...
“What seems hard now
will one day be your
warm up.”

Sport
Sport

whole of next week and do hope that all boys who are
back at school in Grahamstown will take advantage of
what is on offer. Tennis is a fantastic life skill to have.
Keep safe!
Patrick Gumunyu

- Unknown

From the Sports Director
All things considered, most of the SP boys are in prime
shape and looking fantastic. How the Active Lifestyle
coaches have managed to keep them motivated is
amazing – well done to all!
A lot of frustration was initially experienced with not
being able to play normal winter sports but how great
it has been for the boys to get out on the fields and get
involved in organised active lifestyle and most recently to
practise sports specific individual skills.
Last week, the boys turned out on College Lower Field
to practise and participate in selected athletics events.
The boys looked like they were enjoying the sprints and
throwing events. Every time l spoke to the boys, they
were smiling and looked confident. There is passion and
character inside them.
This coming Saturday, all boys, including the ones
learning from home are expected to participate in the
Inter Schools Virtual 2km Run Challenge. The other
schools involved will be DSG, Kingswood and
Woodridge. The challenge be done wherever the boys
are on Saturday.
The objective is to get many boys and girls to stay active
and participating in friendly competition against children
from other schools.
Distances and times may be logged on Google Drive,
following this link: 2km Challenge
We will be adding Tennis to the menu of activities for the
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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Inter-Schools VIrtual Run
VS DSG, KInGSwooD anD wooDRIDGe

Senior Preppies and Junior Prep Grade 3s
are expected to join us in the Inter-Schools Virtual 2km Run

Saturday 11 July

Distances and times will be clocked using the Google Form: 2km Virtual Run

Music
“A painter paints pictures on canvas.
But a musician paints pictures
on silence.”
- Leopold Stokowski

We’ve
Got

Rhythm
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The string players at Prep have not missed a beat since
online lessons began many weeks ago. Every boy
continued with lessons via Zoom or Whatsapp, and
we even managed to pull off a virtual ensemble performance! All of this hard work enabled us to transition
smoothly back into face-to-face lessons, and the boys
are flying through their pieces and scales with ease. I
could not be prouder of my string boys!
Michaela van Blerk
Music Teacher
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Boarding

Mini Half Term Weekend
Although some of our boarders from outside South Africa
are still not able to be with us and some of our local
boarders managed to go home, we had a handful of boys
staying in the boarding house with us over the long weekend. However, there is always plenty to do and plenty of
fun to be had! We were kept busy with various activities,
from braaing down at Fairlawn to hiking to the Botanical
Gardens.
Ms Duncan used her creative skills and got the boys to
decorate Marie biscuits, discovering their talents in edible
arts and crafts. Needless to say, it was messy, but great
fun!
Overall, the long weekend was chilled. The boarders got
to relax and have some down time and fond memories
were made.
Thank you to Ms Duncan, Mrs Irle
and Mr Stoffel for a very enjoyable
weekend.
Mr van Vuuren
Grade 6 Teacher

Taking the dog for a walk ...

Jonathan Pretorius
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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Messages from one Preppie to Another ...
solution”.
If you are still short of ideas, my generation (Baby Boomers), were brought
up on
“sayings”, such as:
“Rules are there for obeyance by
the foolish and the guidance of the
wise”
- and I hope you can teach them the
difference!
If you are looking for more of these,
the book of Proverbs is a good source.
Good luck and keep going in these
difficult times.
Stay safe and God Bless!

Write It Down
This salient piece of advice was
sent in by Old Preppie Peter Anderson - now a successful, widely
published author of fiction and
poetry. He writes to us from across
the globe in Texas, USA:
(Prep Headmaster) Tony Parnell
taught me to write. Not just how to,
but to DO so.
So I write, in notebooks mostly,
sometimes becoming books. But to
write a bit each day has been the
lasting lesson of my Prep years – at least of the kind that
helps me get through a difficult day. It doesn’t matter if it’s
copying out a recipe or composing a poem. Just write.
Best and stay safe
Peter Anderson
(OP 1980)

Priceless Principles
John Harrison has included some fantastic advice that
was instilled during his time at Prep and which he says
has “given me more joy than money”:
“Try to always leave the world/situation in a better
place than you found it”
Two things that follow on from this that I learned in my
problem-solving profession:
“Don’t moan unless you can do better. Then, don’t
moan, just do it better”
“Don’t tell me about the problem, give me the
NEC ASPERA TERRENT

John Harrison
(OP 1984)

Positive Thoughts, Positive Dreams
The thing that helps me is turning your focus to what is
positive in your life. It can be something at work or something at home or something you like to do for
recreation. It can be your friendships or relationships or a
combination of the above. Whatever it is, make sure you
spend at least as much time thinking about it (if not more)
as you do thinking about the stuff that gets you down or
the chores you have to do. The more you think positive
thoughts, the more the mountain in front of you seems to
flatten out.
Never stop dreaming. Make time for some of your dreams
to come true. Don’t ignore your problems but don’t focus
on them 100% of the time.
Breathe deeply.
Stay well and safe,
Murray Danckwerts
(OP 1985)
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breaks, usually some kind of informal sports activity,
but always played in the best spirit. And the politeness
instilled was marvellous, especially since politeness is so
little cared for now in the UK.
In all these experiences we have been so impressed
with the wonderful staff at Prep. The teaching staff are
all very impressive, Mr Wienekus, Mr Paul, Mr Cameron,
Mrs Sparks, and all the art, music, language and drama
teachers. On top of that the administrative staff, Jess
Fick, Mrs Tessendorf and Anusha Ranchhod on the front
desk. Nothing was ever too much trouble.

A Blessing
From the Blue

We received a most wonderful email from past parent,
Chris Megone, Professor of Inter-Disciplinary Applied
Ethics, Ancient Philosophy, Medical, Business and
Professional Ethics, Moral Psychology and Political
Philosophy at the University of Leeds, whose son John
was only at Prep for one year in 2018 while his parents
were on Sabbatical.
Although John spent such a short time with us, he fitted
in splendidly and the lasting impression of being a True
Blue Preppie will be instilled in him forever. Prof Megone
walked him to school each morning and had many chats
with staff. John Megone is now at a 700-year-old school
in the UK. Have a read:
John had a fantastic year with Prep, and it has been
hugely beneficial to him in terms of his long-term development. In our view Prep is a wonderful school with a
fantastic ethos and culture. It combines fine traditional
values with the freshness and friendliness of the new
world. Every day when I went to pick John up I loved
seeing the way the boys played together during the

Above all we were so impressed with Mr Brady. He has
always been incredibly thoughtful and kind to us,
despite the many demands of being a Headmaster, not
least all the travelling required for recruitment. But he
seemed to us very good with both parents and boys. He
had the born teacher’s ability to relate to 8-13 year old
boys, engaging with them but maintaining their respect.
He seemed to have endless energy – always present,
correct and apparently fresh whether at sports events or
in chapel, at plays or concerts, or at School assemblies.
He knew all the parents, and always had time for a word,
despite the seven day a week demands of being a prep
school head. All in all he seemed a great Head and a
good leader of a fine team (and it was noteworthy how
he always paid respect to the whole team including all
the grounds and domestic staff often less visible to us as
parents).
It was also marvellous for us to be able to access Prep
and College facilities. Pool, tennis courts, squash courts,
in the vacation and at weekends, something not available
to us here at John’s school in the UK, even when there is
not a lockdown!
I loved my own Prep School, and it gave me a wonderful
grounding for life. So St Andrew’s Prep made a deep
impression on me in that it seemed to reflect so many of
the values I recall from my own Prep School. John was
so happy there, and all the boys seemed to be so, which
for me is an absolute mark of a fine school. It is a
treasure in the world of education.
Prof. Chris Megone

Revised 2020 Term Dates
Term 2 (Trinity):
Tuesday 4 August
Wednesday 5 August

Thursday 7 May - Tuesday 4 August 2020 (changed from 5 May - 6 August 2020)
Final Assembly (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 3 (Michaelmas):
			
Sunday 30 August
Monday 31 August

Monday 31 August -Thursday 26 November 2020 (changed from 1 September
- 2 December 2020)
Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: 		

10h30 on Tuesday 6 October - 18h00 on Monday 12 October 2020

Thursday 26 November Final Assembly
Friday 27 November
Travel Day
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