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PREP NEWS
“Children still need a childhood
with dirt, mud, puddles,
trees, sticks, and tadpoles.”
- Brooke Hampton

Dear Prep Family
Once upon a time I had young children of my own. My
eldest is now the age I was when she was born and I’m
grateful to her that I’m not yet known as grandpa! Our
favourite evening ritual was the bedtime story and both
our girls loved being read to. Before Harry Potter made
his appearance and the evening was consumed by
wizards and magic, Enid Blyton’s Magic Faraway Tree
was by far the most popular series we read.
Imagine having a home near the Enchanted Wood. Even
better, knowing that there’s a Magic Faraway Tree in
that wood which housed characters like Saucepan Man,
Moon-Face and Silky the Fairy. Inside the tree you’d find
the Land of Birthdays, the Land of Toys, the slippery-slip,
Toffee Shocks and Pop Cakes and an Angry Pixie who
poured cold water over you if you peeped inside!
I venture back to the Magic Faraway Tree for three reasons: Firstly, Spring is nudging
at the door and there are signs
that the myriad of trees we
have at Prep are budding and
spreading, bringing life back
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to campus and the promise of afternoons under the oaks
on the side of the cricket (or hockey or soccer or athletics
and even touch-rugby) field.
Secondly, September is Arbour month. We’ve just
enjoyed an assembly on the five biggest trees in the
world and some special Prep trees (Mr Mullins’ Yellowwood and the Queen Elizabeth Cork Oaks). Our
assembly celebrated the importance of trees and the
value they bring to the planet.
Thirdly (and this may seem a bit of a stretch), September
precedes October which is World Book Month. This is a
time that books and reading are celebrated throughout
the world. We’re encouraged to start a new book, or
re-read an old one. So, if you’ve got a four, or eight-yearold, or an older one, why not find Enid Blyton’s series
about fascinating characters in a magic tree and re-read
that with your children?
If your preference is tongue-twisting lyrics, The Lorax
(Dr Seuss) will keep you entertained and challenge your
conscience, and if something a little more local is on your
menu, try Wangari’s Trees of Peace, a true story by Jeanette Winter, Tree of Life by Barbara Bash or There was a
Tree by Rachel Isadora.
Whatever your preference, join us
in celebrating life, school and the
majesty of trees by grabbing
a book, climbing a tree and
disappearing into your
imagination.
We’ll see you on the Table
Farm Trek this weekend!
Mr B
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Pre-Primary

Spring has sprung!
Spring has sprung in the Pre-Prep this week. Our week began with a
welcome sprinkle of rain and grey skies. On Monday morning we all
had a spring in our step, as we walked around Fairlawn, discovering all
the signs of Spring. “Spring: A lovely reminder of how beautiful change
can truly be.” Let’s face it, at the moment we are all looking forward to
some positive changes.
From budding trees to budding artists, the Grade 00s painted trees and
scrunched up tissue paper to add some blossoms. Grade 000 and 00
drew flowers and painted them an array of bright colours.
To create a spring atmosphere and to brighten up our playground, on
Friday the 18th of September we would like all the Pre-Prep children
to come to school wearing a spring hat, which they have created and
made.
At school we will have a fun Spring Day, and all the children will get to
plant seeds, vegetables and flowers that they can water and take care
of for the rest of the term.
Mrs Cathy Brown
Grade 00 Teacher
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and remember others. I wish I was able to post all 24 of
them, but here is a small taster of the wonderful work the
little Grade 1s are doing.
Mrs Terri Rennie
Grade 1 Teacher

Junior Prep

Math

Makes Your
Life Add Up!

We have dived straight into maths this term with the week
divided into revising NumberSense concepts and packing
out money. There is nothing more exciting than working
out exactly how many 5c pieces equal R1! Nearly as
exciting as working out the correct change to buy the
goodies in the class shop!
We have had a beautiful start to our second week
with the children discussing and writing their very own
prayers. I was so thrilled by the things that children are
thankful for, as well as the unselfish requests to bless
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Sport

participate in organised Track and Field events and Golf.
Many boys will be involved in the Intra-Schools Athletics
Championship which will be held at the Fairlawn Field on
Wednesday afternoon next week.
Last week on Thursday, 28 golfers turned up at the
challenging Belmont Valley Golf Club for a practice
round. The boys thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon’s
outing with their mates while navigating the golf course.
Ethan Bradfield is playing solid golf and participated in
the sponsored Viv Jordan Chicken Day Betterball
Competition last Friday. He finished a commendable
second position on 23 points. They lost to the winners on
a count out.
Bowls is a new addition to the Active Lifestyle programme. Although played on the uneven surfaces on
the Fairlawn Field, it is a vibrant, dynamic and exciting
leisure activity enjoyed by all the boys.
Next on the menu of activities will be Inter-House hockey,
football and squash. We will also be getting the cricketers
into the nets once the spring treatment is completed.
Regrettably, whilst we are still under the Covid-19
threat, parents and spectators are not allowed at all
the sporting activities. For now, we are grateful for what
we have and are able to do!

“Golf… is the infallible test.

Mr Patrick Gumunyu

The man who can go into a patch of rough
alone, with the knowledge that only
God is watching him, and play his ball
where it lies, is the man who will serve you
faithfully and well.”
- PG Wodehouse

From the Sports Director
Sports life at Prep is slowly returning to a semblance of
normal, with some form of usually competitive physical
activity which, through casual or organised participation,
aims to maintain or improve physical ability and skills
while providing entertainment to the boys.
Since the beginning of the Michaelmas term, under strict
Covid-19 regulations, the boys have been getting out to
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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Zambian Home-school Cricket Festival
Throughout the past few months, several Club cricket
matches were held for all the Zambian boys who were
stuck at home and unable to return to school. This provided a wonderful opportunity for the boys to re-bond as
most of them grew up playing primary school cricket together. Teams were made up of U14/U15 mixed and U13/
U12/U11/U10 mixed. As most boys were heading back to
their respective schools towards the end of August/beginning September, a final three-day festival was hosted in
Lusaka in late August for 40 boys, comprising of 50-overs
on Friday, 40 overs on the Saturday and T20 on the Sunday. Schools represented were St Andrew’s College, St
Andrew’s Prep, Hilton, Michaelhouse, St Charles, Clifton,
Cordwalles, Peterhouse (Zimbabwe), and the Zambian
schools Baobab, Martinhouse and Musikili.
On the first night of the festival, most of the U14/U15
boys camped out for the night at the cricket pitch to have
one last hurrah together.
Homeschool cricket was always a test of the organisers
to get the teams mixed up evenly but results were quite
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close and there was certainly a lot more chirping on the
field than is allowed at school!
St Andrew’s College was represented by:
Stuart Carr – U15 (Old Preppie)
Jake Coventry – U15 (Old Preppie)
Oliver Snart – U15
Luka Zeravica – U15
Mitch Coventry – U14 (Old Preppie)
Roman van Zyl – U14 (Old Preppie)
Stats from the weekend were as follows:
Friday 50 overs:		
Oliver Snart 80 runs not out,
			
4 wickets with 24 runs off 9 overs
Saturday 40 overs:
Roman van Zyl 92 runs
Sunday T20:		
Stuart Carr 2 wickets with 18
			
runs off 4 overs
St Andrew’s Prep was represented by:
Kevin Turk – U12
Joshua van Zyl – U12
Weston van Zyl – U10
Mrs K van Zyl
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Music

Don’t Stop the Music!
We welcome all our wonderful musical Preppies back for our final term of
2020, where things in the Music Department are going great guns and
flourishing! Our Marimba Band boys are excited to be back playing together and making music. We have missed the sound of them wafting
down from the music department to the rest of the school. The Grade 7
Marimba Band will be working hard this term to submit recordings as they
have entered into the first-ever Virtual International Marimba and Steelpan matter what culture we’re from, everyone
loves music.”
Festival later on in the term.
All our individual instrument teaching is back at school with face to face
learning. Even though we have coped well with the virtual teaching it is so
much better to be back with the boys and girls.

Mrs Fiona van der Merwe
HOD Music

We have been following advice and studies from around the world with
regards to singing and so have decided to start up a junior and senior choir
session outside in the quad once a week. For those of you who have sung
outside, it is very difficult to get a good sound as the voice just disappears
into the air and now with the added socially distant factor to go along with
it makes it that mcuh more challenging. One can’t help feeling like you are
singing completely by yourself which feels very strange for the boys but we
are giving it a go. It is great to be singing and feeling a part of a team once
again. We don’t know if we will be able to perform live at all this term but
we will have fun singing together anyway.
Congratulations to John Davies (right) on receiving a Merit award for his
Trinity Grade 4 piano exam last term. This was done virtually, which was
quite tricky and much earlier than planned but he worked extremely hard
and can be exceptionally proud of his achievement. I leave you with a
quote that I love by Billy Joel: “I think music in itself is healing. It’s an
explosive expression of humanity. It’s something we are all touched by. No
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“In the Spring,

Boarding

at the end of the day,
you should smell
like dirt.”
– Margaret Atwood

Chill Time!
The overcast and wet weather conditions over the weekend meant that the children had an opportunity to chill out
mainly on campus.
The Fairlawn Cubbies spent most of their
daytime at Top Prep. It gave the children
the opportunity to access the wide variety
of extra-curricular opportunities on offer at

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

Prep. Apart from keeping them entertained with music
and dance, sport and reading books in the library, the
weekend duty team ensured that the boys and girls had
time to relax and socialise with their friends, at the end of
a busy week.
Mr Patrick Gumunyu and the Weekend Duty Team
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Senior Prep
Around the World in
Days

80
No Travel Ban Here!
For the last term of Grade 5, our boys will embark on a
journey around the world in a mere 80 days! The boys
have their passports ready and their GPS set to their
designated countries. Here they are creating maps of
their countries with interesting facts about them.
What better way to do this than getting our Kagan
structures back in the classroom! As you can see, the
boys are loving working in their teams, while all keeping
to the Covid-19 protocols.
Mr Brendan Dawson and Ms Lynn Cordell
Grade 5 Teachers
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A Personal Testimony
St Andrew’s Prep Chaplain

Both my parents were Anglican Priests and so I grew
up in-and-around Parish life. For a time we lived in
Makhanda before moving to Mthatha where I started
school. My parents lectured Theology at St Bede’s
College in my early years there. In 1989 we moved to
Yeoville, in Johannesburg, and I started playing music
then. This was to become one of my great loves.
Despite growing up as the son of Anglican priests, I
had a hit-and-miss relationship with the Church. Whilst
there were always opportunities to be involved in the
Youth Groups and Church music groups, I never felt it
was for me. If you had told me then that I was to become an ordained Priest I would not have believed it; I
wanted to be a rock star!
I spent several years as a wayward teenager, with all
that came along with that. Yeoville was an eclectic and
exciting place to be in the 90s and I was swept up in
a huge collision of cultural and political ideas. So I
experimented with anything and everything there was
to try. Part of this was deciding that I wanted nothing
to do with the Church or the Christian faith. For some
time I was a sworn Atheist and, to put it mildly, I gave
myself over to a very Hedonistic existence. Despite
this, I knew there was something missing, but I didn’t
know what that was.
Just prior to my matric year, my mom encouraged me
to go on a Christian camp and I arrived with my leather jacket, 22 body piercings and my box of cigarettes!
I sat outside the hall for most of the sessions on that
camp. You would have found me casually looking
through the windows with a cigarette in hand. I’m not
sure the camp leaders knew what to do with me (and
neither did my parents!)
God found me that weekend. That’s all I can say. I
need to emphasise that my conversion to Christianity
was the MOST UNLIKELY event imaginable. You could
not have chosen a less likely candidate.
I spent several days weeping after that, the realisation
of just how much God loved me was overwhelming.
Within days I quit the drugs and alcohol and parties,
and then my friends left me. My matric year was a
lonely one indeed!
It took some years before I went into the ministry, but
I felt I needed to share what I had experienced with
other people. The death of my younger brother in 2004
further entrenched this calling. I felt I needed to share
the message of hope that I had received with others.
So eventually, after significant cajoling by my church,
I enlisted for a BTh degree and began the process of
discernment for the Priesthood.
I was ordained in the Cathedral of St Michael and St
George on Spring day in 2007, almost 10 years after I
had committed my life to the Lord. I believe absolutely
in the love and grace of Jesus. If He can reach me,
then I have no doubt that He can reach anyone. And
it is my commitment to work among young people to
show them just how much God accepts them and loves
them, regardless of how broken their lives are.
I love working with young people and I feel called to
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youth and young adults ministry, and I believe that this
will be my life’s work. I look forward to working with
St Andrew’s Prep and College in the years to come.
Rev. Richard Wyngaard
St Andrew’s Chaplain
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Time To Get Trekking!

Dear Prep SP Parents,

Friday 4 September 2020

RE: Table Farm Trek - Saturday 12 September 2020
Please note that this annual event will take place on Saturday 12 September, albeit an ‘adapted
event’ to ensure that we meet with all the applicable COVID protocols. We are not yet able to
facilitate the traditional camp-out on Friday evening, but we will undertake the hike.
For us, as a school community, this is incredibly exciting as it is the first SP event that facilitates day
boy, boarder, and parent participation, since the commencement of lockdown.
Please note that this is not a compulsory event for day boys, but we do strongly encourage them to
take part – it is one of those events that make up the tapestry of our wonderful school and is not to
be missed.
Please let your son’s class teacher, or tutor, know by Wednesday 9 September, if they will not be
participating.
Logistics:
The route
➢ Please see the attached ‘Route Map’ for details.
Departure and transport
➢ Registers will be taken at the start and on completion.
➢ We will stagger the starting times of the different Grades to ensure that we walk in smaller
cohorts.
➢ Departure, for all boys, staff and parents, will be from Top Field as per;
SCHOOL VEHICLES DEPART FROM TOP FIELD FOR TABLE FARM AT
Grade 4 08:15
Grade 5 08:45
Grade 6 09:15
Grade 7 09:45

WALK STARTS AT
09:00
09:30
10:00
10:30

➢ We estimate that the walking time will be around three hours.
➢ Please arrange to collect your son from Top Field using the starting times as a guide.
➢ Staff will keep you updated via the Parent Grade WhatsApp Groups as to exact finishing
times.
NEC ASPERA TERRENT

9 September 2020 / page 11

