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PREP NEWS
Dear Prep Family

“We are the generation of hope”
. Hunter Mitchell
Around-the-Block, an annual Prep tradition where the
boys run house relays and house challenges around
Top Prep, took on so much more significance this year
because it was one of the first full-school events that we
could conduct in public. Running down Graham Street
with the Monument in the distance and the Coral trees in
bloom, hope just seems to spring from the photo!
Then, by quirk of fate, the Prep Grade 7 boys were presented with the opportunity to hear Hunter Mitchell talk at
Prep. For those of you who don’t know Hunter, (and until
08h30 today, I was one of you) he is a 13-year old boy
from Somerset West who has raised over R350 000 in
support of the Save the Rhino campaign.
Hunter shared his personal story with the Grade 7s. How
he came to be interested in rhinos, the work he has done
with them and his absolute determination to be able to
show his own children rhinos in the wild. He made the
same promise when presenting a toy rhino to the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex (when they still were a Duke
and Duchess) back in 2019 when he was awarded with
the Commonwealth Point of Light Award for outstanding
individual volunteers.
It was a gripping half hour
with a young man who identified his passion early in life.
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It started on Christmas Day, 2015, when Hunter heard
about a baby rhino abandoned in the middle of the night
by its mother. Starting with his own pocket money, he
began raising funds from family and friends, then set up
a Facebook page. Mitchell felt inspired to save that one
baby rhino, named Osita, but along the way he learnt
about the poaching crisis and felt compelled to do more.
He has done so much more, having made presentations
to more than 10 000 children, both locally and over
Skype in Asia, and Australia. He has filmed documentaries and videos to distribute online, and for the past
two years he has organised big events for World Rhino
Day. An inspiring story, as is his call to the boys to be the
generation of hope!
While it is mere coincidence that Hunter appeared at
Prep during Heritage Month, his story was a reminder
that our heritage is so much more than just people and
our individual and group and tribal cultures – so much of
which has been in the news lately that we tend to forget
about our co-inhabitants on this planet.
So Heritage Day 2020 will be more than just a celebration of heritage at Prep, it will also be
a celebration of hope and
the amazing country we
have and the wildlife we
share it with.
And we’ll dance a little too,
just because the President
asked us to.
Mr B
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Pre-Primary
Spring Happenings
“Spring unlocks the flowers
to paint the laughing soil.”
– Bishop Reginald Heber

Another week seems to have flown by and the PrePrimary has been buzzing with activity.
The children have been involved in the wonderful work of
beautifying our playground. Last week the children lent
eager hands to Mr Johnson as he laid out bricks for our
new sensory pathway. They also planted succulents in
the retainer walls.
The Grade Rs have enjoyed being word detectives,
searching around the garden, matching pictures to
corresponding words and writing them down. It is so rewarding to hear them sound out the letters as they copy
the words down and proudly read them.
Last Friday we had our Spring Parade and were so
impressed by the creativity in Spring hat designs! The
children all enjoyed decorating their pots and planting
their seeds; now to see whose sprouts first!
JEFA (Junior Engineers For Africa) was a wonderful
experience for all our children. Seeing the children
transfer these skills to their own designs, related to our
own topics makes it even more valuable.
We look forward to seeing you at our Spring Celebration
this Saturday as we welcome new visitors to our PrePrimary.
Ms Dani Wright
Grade R Teacher
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Junior Prep
Fun with JEFA
It was that time of year again, when the Junior Engineers
for Africa group came for their annual visit to Prep. It is
always a big highlight when JEFA come and visit! The
various JEFA teams visited our Preppies on different
days and spent their time going through fascinating and
exciting activities and ideas with them.
JEFA is an organisation that believes that children learn
best through experience. All their activities were fun and
engaging and I could see the children were having a
blast in every activity.
The Grade 2s spent their day with the JEFA team
creating crazy coders, making and working with their own
levers, and creating spinning gears. All this was done
with Lego and tools provided by the JEFA team. I asked
some of the children what they enjoyed the most about
their JEFA day and this is what they had to say:

“I had the best day! I loved working with all
the Lego and building things.”
“My favourite thing was making the gears
that could spin as well as taking it all apart
afterwards.”
Ms Kirsten Porter
Grade 2 Teacher
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Boarding

Chill Time!
This weekend a few boys approached me and politely
requested a chilled weekend and I was happy to oblige.
Our week days are busy and the Duty Staff were also
keen to allow the boys to chill, even though there were
many activities on offer.
Movie night featured and the Senior boys were given an
opportunity to bond with the Student Housemasters while
playing X-box.
On Saturday, the boarders enjoyed an opportunity to get
creative with some great ideas from Ms Duncan.
I was asked by a few boys whether we were braaing at
all (I had promised a braai for them on my next weekend
duty). A braai is always welcome! When it warmed up,
most of the boys grabbed the opportunity to swim or play
tennis at Fairlawn.
Overall, we enjoyed a very pleasant weekend and our
batteries are now charged for the busy week ahead.
My thanks go to Ms Duncan, Mr Moolman, Mr Stanley,
Mr Stoffel, Mr Southey and Ms Wilson for their input on
an enjoyable weekend.
Mr Warren van Vuuren
Grade 6 Teacher
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Sport
From the Sports Director
Despite the adverse environment we are operating in,
Prep continues to provide competitive opportunities for its
young people.
Last week on Thursday, we successfully staged the InterHouse Around-the-Block run and the results were as
follows;
Junior Race:
1st Lions House 2nd Griffin House 3rd Tigers House
Senior Race:
1st Griffin House 2nd Tigers House 3rd Lions House

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

Championship Race
1st Lions House 2nd Tigers House 3rd Griffin House
This was followed on by the Golfers’ Tour to Katberg Eco
Golf & Resort (see separate tour report) and the results
were as below;
Most Improved Golfer: Matthew Ladds
Tour Championship
3rd Amo Habi
2nd Ethan Bradfield
1st Alistair Carle
The camaraderie on the course and at the post rounds
activities and braai, is something many boys look forward
to on golf tours.
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The Inter-House Hockey matches are currently underway and will conclude with the Staff vs Leavers match on
Thursday afternoon.
The much-anticipated and popular Inter-House Football
will take the place next week. All games will be played at
SAC, on Knowling Field.
We are delighted that we are
slowly getting some normal
activities back though still under
strict health and safety regulations. We are grateful for what
we have!
Mr Patrick Gumunyu

Katberg Golf Tour
On Friday 18 September ,19 of Prep’s golfers departed to
Katberg Eco Golf Estate for the weekend with two of the
golfers Ollie Dixie and Khanya Mpondo, who are still only
in Grade 3.
Before the tour even started, you could see how everyone was so excited, especially under the current
circumstances. When we arrived at Katberg we quickly had lunch and went for a 9-hole practice round. On
Saturday, we had our first day of the tournament which
was an exciting round of 18 holes with a few boys playing
another 9 holes.
On the last day we had day 2 of the tournament and had
prize giving with everyone winning something.
I’m sure everyone enjoyed it and it was
a lot of fun. On behalf of all the boys
I want to say a big thank you to
Mr Gumunyu for organizing the
tour and to Mr Paul, Mr Brady
and Mr Hoefnagels for all they
did for us.
Matthew Ladds
Headboy
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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Inter-House
Hockey Wars
Junior Inter-House
Hockey results:
1st place: Griffin
2nd place: Tigers
3rd place: Lions
Senior Inter-House
Hockey results:
1st place: Griffin
2nd place: Tigers
3rd place: Lions
Well done, boys!
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Music
Preppies Swinging Low
Some of our Preppie choir boys joined with the St
Andrew’s College Choir to sing a well-known song for the
instillation of the new Chaplain, Rev Rich. Only a few of
our Preppies were chosen to sing with the College Choir
due to numbers allowed.
We practiced hard for two weeks prior to the Chapel
service. The boys arrived at most of the rehearsals looking wide eyed as these enormous College boys stood
next to them singing loud and deep with their baritone
and bass voices as they sang Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.
There were many ex-Preppies in the College Choir, which
is lovely to see!
The boys sang beautifully, filled with such enthusiasm
and the fun they were having was evident on their faces.
Well done to them all. The clip of their song may be seen
on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-

oULpNIttSo

Mrs Fiona van der Merwe
HOD Music

“Music is the heart of life.”
– Franz Liszt

World Rhino Day
13-year-old Hunter Mitchell from Cape-Town visited Prep on Tuesday
to talk to our Grade 7s about the vital work of rhino conservation.
Since the age of 8, Hunter has taken on board the plight of the rhinos
in South Africa and has raised a large amount of both awareness and
funding for the conservation of rhino. Hunter has travelled widely and
spoke at the 2019 World Youth Wildlife Summit near Kruger National
Park. He was also presented with the Commonwealth Point of Light
Award for outstanding individual volunteers by the Duke and Duchess
of Sussex. This is the pith of his plea:
“We have not caused this crisis. We have been born into it and I
believe we can have a bigger impact and be more powerful because
when we talk, and when we act, we start to make adults feel guilty
because they are the ones that
have stolen rhino and other
wildlife from our future... we
need to accept that extinction
is forever and the power of
change belongs to us, the next
generation!”
NEC ASPERA TERRENT
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Senior Prep
Getting to Know You ...
Although Prep is a small school, we enjoy welcoming
children from other countries. Over the years, Prep has
had pupils from Hong Kong, Russia and even Australia,
as well as those who have joined us from neighbouring
countries in Africa.
Below is an excerpt from an ISP lesson in English by a
new Preppie who joined us recently from Malawi:

Digital photo by Keanin Cordell

Grade 5 Reflections on Trees

Hi my name is Christian. This is my holiday in Majete National Park in the south of Malawi on the Shire River. A lot
of animals such as Lion, Cheetah, Rhino, Giraffe, Nyala,
Impala, and more have been relocated into the park. We
saw a Cheetah in a cage because it kept on going into
villages.

The Grade 5s have been enjoying Mr B’s Assembly talks
on trees. Here are some of their reflections about trees
written during a recent English lesson:

We also saw a pride of Lion while on a game drive. The
next day we went on a boat safari along the Shire River
and we saw the same pride of Lion.
We saw basically everything on the list except Rhino.

What inspires me about trees is their beauty. Trees use
their leaves to breathe and make food. Their leaves come
in a variety of colours such as, green, brown, purple. The
oxygen they give us helps us breathe. Trees use energy
from the sun to make their food. When making their food
they release oxygen. I like that they are living things and
they have feelings. You can tell how old a tree is by
looking at its rings. – Oscar da Motta

Christian Pinto

Energy for Life
The Grade 4s have been learning about Energy for Life.
Mr Mattison was invited to talk to the class about his job
focusing on the safety aspects when working with
electricity. We learnt so much about how electricity can
travel and flow and how it moves better along some
conductors than others. Electricity wants to move to the
earth quickly and easily. Next week the Grade 4s will be
putting together their own mini electric circuit. Watch this
space!
Mrs Julie Sparks
Grade 4 Teacher
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If we hadn’t have discovered cement and plastic then life
would be much better. We could have lived in tree houses in luscious green forests. - Michael Pretorius

I like the trees because they make oxygen. I also see
them every day and my grandpa likes trees. He also
shows us our trees that we don’t know. I grow trees when
I’m bored and water them. – Jeff Miles
Trees are amazing. They take carbon dioxide and make
it into oxygen. The size of some trees is amazing. I love
trees because on a hot day you can sit under one and get
cool. Another thing about trees is, without them I would
not be here because all of our money comes from trees.
If you walk around my house you will see a lot of fruit
trees. I also love the fruit. – Jacques Prudhon
What I find interesting about trees is how they give us
oxygen in exchange for carbon dioxide. I am also so impressed that they can grow so miraculously big and old.
I really want for people to stop chopping down the trees
too because there will be no oxygen.
Trees are also very nice to climb in too. Trees are also
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good for paper, furniture, wood for braais and cricket
bats. – Sam Bussiahn
Trees, this is my interest in trees: I find it fascinating how
trees have so much purpose in life. They help us breathe,
block noise and much more. I wish I could do that many
things, that would be cool. I hate how there is so much
pollution in the world and it kills trees and animals.
– Luthi Hlalempini
Trees are interesting because there is such a variety of
them. Some of them are small and some of them colossal. Some of them are beautiful and some are ugly. I saw
a huge tree once. I walked inside and made a fort.
– Seth van der Merwe
Trees, trees are amazing, trees are so amazing there is
not a word to describe them: so what do they do? Well
they take carbon dioxide and turn it into oxygen and also
you get fruit from them. Did you know plants are farming
us, they give us oxygen till we die which means they eat
us slowly. We also get wood from them, but we are running out of them. – Alex Booth
Trees help everyone – they give people air. They give
you fruit and much more. The thing I like about trees the
most is that they make fruit and flowers. The flowers help
us with art. The fruit helps us eat and become healthy.
The air helps us with breathing. Trees help everyone all
the time so plant a tree!! My tree I climb on it. I water it.
My dogs wee on it. My tree is living a good life and so am
I because of that tree. – Stephan van Dyk
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Trees are the best, they are big and beautiful. They give
oxygen so we can survive and thrive. We can climb them,
especially the Yellowwood tree. They are unique and
wonderful. – James Lock
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