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PREP NEWS
Dear Prep Family
The wind can blow in Grahamstown! It seems to have
done so with more regularity this year, which is no bad
thing considering what’s supposed to be floating around
in the air. The victims of some of these high winds we’ve
had have been some of Prep’s older trees. In the Hasie
Court we used to have a magnificent Bottlebrush
adjacent to the stairs up to the gallery in Memory Hall.
This was a victim of one of the high winds towards the
end of last term. The damage was such that we had to
remove the entire tree. Consequently, Mr Wilkinson and
his chain saw arrived and the boys enjoyed an entertaining morning watching Mr Wilkinson and the tree removal
folk at work.
The Bottlebrush was the traditional nesting home of a
flock (flight, pod?) of Southern Masked Weavers. We
wondered what would happen come September and the
return of the weavers and whether they would return.
They’ve “jumped ship” to the closest Japanese Maple
(we have two of these magnificent trees in the Hasie
Court) and have contentedly gotten on with creating their
community.
Beware the unwary who walk out of Tigers’ entrance
under the cluster of nests (I have no idea what the collective noun for bird’s nest is)!
Yesterday morning walking through the Hasie Court on a
day of welcome cool weather,
I noticed one of the nests had
been blown to the ground. I
assumed this was on account of
the wind on Sunday evening.
NEC ASPERA TERRENT

It could, of course, have been Mrs Weaver who wasn’t
best pleased with Mr’s efforts.
Looking up into the Maple, there was Mr, diligently starting again. It’s a fascinating thing watching a weaver build
a nest, so fascinating that it’s the theme for this week’s
assembly. Not just the complexity of the task the little guy
achieves, but also the determination and “stick-to-it-ness”
that building, building again and rebuilding takes. If ever
there was an example for our little people of Nec Aspera
Terrent, this is it. There’s no option of being lazy, of wanting to give up after the 10th nest (each male can build up
to 25 in a season), the job must get done!
As we race towards the end of the year, there are winds
of change blowing that are exciting, but also require that
we remain diligent in what we do. We have been given
the go-ahead to resume inter-schools non-contact sports
matches within clearly defined parameters. We’re talking
to Kingswood and Woodridge about some limited cricket
this weekend and next, and will be doing so ensuring that
the nest we have so carefully built this year isn’t blown
down, or torn down unnecessarily.
So too the planning with our end-ofyear functions. We’ve been careful
in our thinking because we’d
like to close off the year in
celebration for staff, parents
and children. What we have
achieved together has been
quite something and we’d like
to get the job done safely.
Mr B
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Pre-Primary

`n’ Play!
This last week has found our Pre-Primary children out on
the plains of the African Savannah, learning about two of
OUR Big Five: the mischievous monkeys and the Zany
Zigzag Zebra. Our children have had such fun painting
monkeys frolicking in the jungle and drawing and
making lion masks. The Grade 00s even have some
zooty Ostriches hanging about!
The Wild Animals of Africa is always such a great theme
to cover, as many of our children have had the experience of living on, going to, or driving past game farms
where they have spotted some of these amazing wild
animals.
The Busy Bees have danced like Gerald the Giraffe from
the Story Giraffes Can’t Dance, and have learnt that, as
long as you find the right music for your heart, everybody
can dance. I encourage you to turn the radio up and
dance with your child. No matter what your moves look
like, your child will be enthralled by your talent!
We so enjoyed our `Splash and Play Day’ on Friday!
The joys of running through a sprinkler, pouring water
over oneself and making mud pies is still one of the best
sensory play activities and loved by all the children. The
shrieks and squeals of laughter is music to a teacher’s
ears and with the weather on Friday we were the envy of
the Fairlawn staff and children.
We are heading towards the end of term and we cannot
believe how quickly it has arrived. It seems that our
touch of home learning we did was such a long time ago.
Some important dates for you to please diarise are as
follows:
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20 November at 17h30: Carol Concert, 25 November:
Christmas Party and then school closes for the year.
More information will be sent out closer to the time.
Mrs Bronwyn Blaine
Grade 000 Teacher
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Walking On The Wild Side:

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

A look at our Pre-Primary Art!
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Junior Prep

It ’s Show Time!
All is not lost in the fine arts arena this year. Under the
guidance and talents of Mrs. Heidi Fowlds, and our music
maestro, Mrs Cheryth Robertson, in collaboration with the
teachers, an amazing virtual concert is being put together
and filmed, soon to be released and shared online with
our families.

Furthermore, we are in the midst of preparing a beautiful
open-air Carol service with a picnic for Pre-primary
families on Friday evening 20 November at 17h30, and
for our Junior Primary folk on Thursday evening 19
November at 18h00.
The Grade 3s will end their year with an outdoor
Leavers’ Assembly, on Wednesday 25 November at
11h00, as communicated by our Headmaster, Mr Brady.
Mrs Sharon Lister
HOD Pre-Primary and Junior Prep
Grade 3 Teacher

Our Preppies of 2020 will be able to look back on this
year with fond memories as they recall this unusual time
in their school career and appreciate the efforts of their
devoted teachers to make sure they still had fun.
The production has been cleverly planned to make sure
each class has had an opportunity to perform poems,
sing songs and entertain us with their music skills in
amazing ways filmed in various locations on our beautiful
Fairlawn campus.
The Grade 3 class of 2020 are looking forward to their
Outdoor Educational trip to Beyond Adventure next week
and we will be having their traditional Leavers’ Party a
few days later on Wednesday evening 11 November
under the stars in our lovely quad outdoors. The theme
and time for this event is soon to be published on the
group.
NEC ASPERA TERRENT

28 October 2020 / page 4

Sport
“Do you know what my favourite
part of the game is?
The opportunity to play.”

Though still fairly limited, we are thankful for the fact that
our boys are able to get out, get regular structured
exercise and enjoy some game time in some selected
and very enjoyable activities.
Patrick Gumunyu

- Mike Singletary

From the Director of Sports
We are all excited that we are able to fulfil external sports
fixtures against other schools and up the tempo in our
sports programmes. However, we are doing all this with a
very cautious approach.
The Grade 7 Rowers will have a chance to get out to
Setters Dam on Thursday. They will be leaving from the
Tradesman’s Entrance at 15h30.
On Friday, the Tennis U13 players will take on DSG Junior girls in a few social matches which will be played on
the Fairlawn Courts. These matches start at 14h15.
Unfortunately, the much-anticipated Cricket fixture
against Kingswood on Saturday has been cancelled.
On Saturday 31 October, the Prep Football select team
will play against their counterparts from DSG on Top
Field, kicking off at 09h30.
The U13 Basketballers will be participating at the SAC
Basketball Summer Splash series on the St Andrew’s
College courts, starting at 09h30 on Saturday. These
boys will get the much-needed game time which they
have sorely missed this year.
Our Prep golfers will travel out to The Belmont Valley
Golf Course again on Sunday morning at 10h30. We
look forward to some good rounds of golf and to the boys
improving their skills.
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Boarding
“And forget not that the earth delights
to feel your bare feet and the winds
long to play with your hair.”
– Khalil Gibran

Just Chillin’ ...
This weekend was particularly awesome because the
weather kept the Boarders mostly outdoors and afforded
them the opportunity to play games at the pool and make
the most of the facilities at Fairlawn.
On Saturday, everyone supported the Basketball players
at St Andrew’s College and this also gave the Grade 7s a
small taste of what high school will be like.
As promised, we had a delicious braai for lunch at the
Clubhouse on Sunday, which is always a favourite for the
Boarders.
A special thank you to the Duty Staff,
namely Mrs Irle, Mr Dampies,
Mr Ngugi, Ms Wragg and
Ms Duncan who were
amazing fun and
hands-on at all times.
Mr Warren van Vuuren
Housemaster on Duty
Grade 6 Teacher
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