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PREP NEWS
Dear Prep Family
A visit to the day hospital in Port Elizabeth last week
necessitated a weekend spent watching rather than doing
while the old carcass that does duty as the harbourer of
my soul recovered sufficiently for me to be back at work
on Monday. My soul, sadly, took a beating on Sunday
evening at the hands of the Arsenal – but that’s just for
the football fans.
Having had time to contemplate this weekend, I marvelled at the way the garden at Bowker House (that’s the
Prep head’s house – the white one next to Top Prep) has
responded to the recent rains. The Christ Thorn is
budding in all its prickly glory, the daisies are in full
bloom, the clivias are magnificent and the Jacarandas
have at last shown signs of blossoming – just in time for
varsity finals (Jacaranda blossoms, student heads and
gravity is a generations-old recipe for academic success).
I was wondering if all the hard work that Mrs B has put in
to the garden would ever bear fruit – and here it is.
That got me to thinking that sometimes Prep is like Mrs
B’s garden. The fruits of long and hard labours appear
suddenly and unexpectedly. We spend anxious time
wondering when the children in our care will start to
bloom. We can’t seem to wait patiently (like we do with
plants) even though that is in most cases the best strategy. Time and patience are the grandest of learning and
growing tools.
We get to wondering if we’ve missed something? In mild
panic we begin to strategize.
We decide that maybe children work better when they’re
with someone who is strict, or
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who isn’t; perhaps it’s better to offer multiple options for
learning,
or just give them the one choice; maybe we should make
sure children can achieve success, or should we set
challenges that are just out of reach? We think about
multiple forms of intelligence and remember that children
who drive us moggy in class are happy and productive
in practical situations outside of the classroom. All this
helps remind us that the child we see in school is not the
whole person.
A child can be a sophisticated reader of books, but not of
people – and perhaps vice-versa. Relationships play a
major role in our lives yet it’s amazing how little attention
we give them. At Prep we take our relationships
seriously. Our big people spend a lot of time talking with
and just being with our children, formally and informally.
We want Preppies of all ages to spend time with a variety
of adults to broaden their experience. Wander around
Prep when you’re next here and see how much time is
spent in adult-child conversation.
And then make sure you have the time like I had this past
weekend to contemplate, and to have the leisurely
conversations and play that children
need with caring adults in their lives.
This home-work is the most
essential kind of homework,
the passing on of your wisdom
to your children. Like caring
for plants (or waiting for
United to win two games in a
row), it can’t be done in a hurry.
Mr B
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Pre-Primary
The Only Limit is Imagination ...

“There are no seven wonders of the world
in the eyes of a child. There are
seven million.”
- Walt Streightiff
This week the Pre-Primary children have continued their
learning journey through the African savannah. The
Grade 00 children’s interests have swayed from the grass
eating elephants, giraffes and zebras to the more vicious
predators: lions, cheetahs and leopards. This week we
have heard the sounds of vicious ‘lions and cheetahs’
roaring and watched games of chase and catch in the
playground as the children ‘role play’ what they are
learning about. Pretend play forms an essential part of a
child’s development. Children learn by observing,
imagining and doing.
What do they learn, you might ask yourself? By absorbing themselves in an imaginative game, whatever it may
be, children are given the opportunity to exercise their
brain and train it to think creatively. They learn how to
think for themselves, which supports social and emotional development. When a child engages in pretend or imaginative play by pretending to be different characters or
by controlling objects in their own way and observing the
result, they are essentially experimenting with the social
and emotional roles of life. It’s about learning who they
are as individuals and how they fit into the world around
them. Imaginitive play improves language and communication skills.
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Pretend play allows children to experiment with and learn
about the power of language, how it affects us and those
around us. It also helps them to understand that words
give us the means to re-enact situations, to put our point
across and to make ourselves heard and understood,
and to develop thinking, learning and problem-solving
abilities. Participating in pretend play in such a way
requires a child to call upon cognitive thinking skills that
they will find themselves using in each aspect of everyday life, and this will stay with them all the way through to
adulthood.
It enhances physical development. Aside from all the
wonderful cognitive benefits that pretend play has to
offer, it is important to remember that pretend play is very
often physical and is a wonderful way for children to be
active, to exercise and to develop their motor skills.
And as if all that isn’t enough, pretend play is fun too!
Mrs Cathy Brown
Grade 00 teacher
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Junior Prep
With Our
Intrepid
Grade 1s
It’s been an exciting term learning about all aspects of
underwater life. From shells, to clever octopus, we have
`dived underwater’ to experience life under the waves.
In support of all the learning and discovery, art at the end
of the week fell in line with each topic. A clever Grade 1
suggested we investigate the fascinating red lobster - and
what fun that turned out to be! We took to the outdoors
and had great fun painting our hands and feet to create
beautiful red lobsters on paper.
The term will culminate in a visit for the Grade 1s to our
beautiful Kenton-on-Sea this week. With any luck, we will
get to see and experience some of the exciting life that
lives along our amazing coastline and tidal pools.
Mrs Terri Rennie
Grade 1 Teacher
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Sport
From the Sports Director
We managed to get out and cover a range of activities
last week.
The Rowers were at Settlers Dam on Thursday,
experiencing the boat in the water. The Rowing staff are
excited about the boys’ potential and committment. A
decent group of Gr 5 and Gr 6 boys have been identified
as potential U13A Basketball players for 2021. They have
been spending time at the SAC courts going through the
drills and activities which should give them a head start to
their peers from other schools.
On Friday, the Tennis U13 players took on the DSG
Junior girls in social matches played on the Fairlawn
Courts. The matches were watched by a sizeable group
of boys from the boarding houses and were thoroughly
enjoyed by all.

The Prep Football Select team played against the DSG
Senior team at the Top Field. The boys came out in full
force wanting to showcase their skills and getting the
much-needed game time, which they missed terribly for
the most part of the year.
The golfers rounded off the sporting weekend by getting
out to the ever-challenging The Belmont Valley on Sunday morning. Despite all the issues which we have had
this past seven months, the Preppies are thankful that
they are still able to get out to play games in an
organised manner.
Patrick Gumunyu

The cancellation of the Cricket fixture against Kingswood
on Saturday meant that all the attention was on Impala Basketball Premier League matches played at the
SAC Courts. The Grade 6 and 7 boys played in a series
of games, showing off their skills learnt over the past
months. The entertaining matches were played hard but
in good Prep spirit.
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Music

Music On, World Off
This part of the year is always a busy time for the Music
Department with so many wonderful events happening.
The Grade 7 Marimba Band have been furiously
rehearsing for the International Marimba and Steelpan
Festival. They have spent the afternoons this week
tweaking, making sure they are in sync with each other
and spent two afternoons recording. They have been
absolute stars, they look good and played well. We have
now submitted the video recordings to the Festival. The
Festival takes place between 1 and 13 December on
Facebook and other social media platforms. We will send
out any links to the festival once we receive them.
The Prep Choir has also been rocking to some great
Christmas music in preparation for the outdoors Carols
by Candlelight Christmas Service we are having at the
end of term on Tuesday 24 November starting at 18h00.
Boys are to be dressed in Half Blues please.
Some of our Preppies are also busy dusting off their
acting skills as they prepare for their Christmas skit. This
will be our first outdoor choir event, one that I have no
doubt will be special and memorable. Please mark it in
your diaries.
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Individual music lessons are flying and the Prep music
teachers are doing a fantastic job of guiding and training our young musicians. The boys and girls are also
all practising hard to make sure their end of term piece
is perfect and ready to be recorded for the virtual music
concert during the last week of term.
Our Chapel Music Band is growing as well; we had Siya
Macozoma and Seth van der Merwe join Rev Rich and
Mrs Van on their djembes this week. a great addition to
the music team.

“If everything was perfect, you would
never learn and you would
never grow.”
– Beyoncé

Mrs Fiona van der Merwe
HOD Music

4 November 2020 / page 5

Boarding
A Weekend in the Life of
a Prep Boarder
Despite the cancellation of the Cricket fixtures and restrictions due to lockdown regulations, last weekend was
not spent lying idle or playing games on the computer.
The Preppies had fun with unique opportunities every
day to try new activities, which included playing music,
participating in various games, and exploring our community on foot. There was something on the go throughout
the weekend.

with their peers from all over South Africa during the
Eastern Cape Experience functions at College in preparation for their Grade 8 year next year.
We chilled on Sunday and re-charged our “batteries”
getting ready for the new week ahead.
Thank you to the staff weekend duty team for an
awesome programme!
Patrick Gumunyu
Housemaster on Duty
Sports Director

The Grade 7 boys spent a substantial amount of time
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It’s
About
The
Whole
Brain ...
The Grade 6s have
been working hard
on developing their
21st-century skills
since returning from
Half Term.
In English, they have produced 100-word
short stories – we will enter these into
the National SACEE Short Story Writing
Competition – which they then presented in
a visual, virtual 3-D format using CoSpaces software, a coding programme which
facilitates the use, manipulation and coding
of shapes, environs and characters. Once
they had converted the “written into real,”
they added their voices via narration. The
result saw their stories come to life on the
screen for the entire class to enjoy.
In IS – our integrated studies programme
– they have been working on creating ‘live’
weather reports and adverts, linking to our
theme ‘Environmental Awareness and Solutions.’ This has exposed them to research,
writing scripts, producing storyboards, filming, editing, creating special effects using
green-screen technology, role-playing and
acting. On the Natural Studies side, this has
been supported by the recording of daily
data wrt temperature and rainfall which they
will then present in graph form, exploring
means, modes, medians and ranges. Different times of
the day have been used and we will unpack comparative
data analysis on completion.
All of this is been undertaken in their Kagan teams,
underpinning the important life-skill components of
collaboration, critical thinking, creativity and problem-solving while ensuring positive interdependence,
individual accountability, equal participation and simultaneous interaction.
Left and right brain working full steam ahead!
So far, it’s been an awesome experience for all of us.
Mr Marc Paul
Deputy Headmaster
Head of Academics
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