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PREP NEWS
Dear Prep Family
For World Reading Month (October) I somewhat foolhardily took on a personal challenge of reading one of
my all-time favourite stories to the school. I do remember urging you all to be “reading examples” for your little
ones some time ago – so thought I’d better practise what
I preach. Goodnight Mr Tom was going to be a cinch,
after all I read it in three weeks to my children when
they were little. A month-and-a-half later and we’re only
on Chapter 16 – of 23! I began this process over Zoom
initially, but tired very quickly of seeing myself on screens
all over campus. If I was “over” that, imagine the children and teachers! So, I reverted to that wonderful Apple
invention – voice notes. Now it’s just my voice all over
campus I’m tired of.
Why read? Well, some wag once said it helps you to
follow directions in recipe books and read about what
you’re eating off the packet while following the movie plot
through subtitles on Netflix. But aside from providing information – what’s in the bottle, what today’s headline is,
who won the game – reading offers us extra lives, allowing us to have more than one lifetime’s experience. This
is the important bit and SO different from Netflix: reading
allows us to exert our imagination and develop scenes in
our mind’s eye; we can become so many different people
and visit so many different places. Places from the past,
from the here and now and also the future; even places
that have never existed and probably never will. We can
step into the shoes of an old man or, as in Goodnight
Mr Tom, those of an evacuee
during World War Two. We can
feel what it might be like to be
another kind of animal (The
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Sheep-Pig), to have lived at another time (Oliver Twist)
or to have been born another nationality (I am Malala).
We laugh and cry experiencing new worlds and new
friends (and we’ll all cry at the end of Goodnight Mr Tom).
Stepping into the shoes of all these folk leads us to learn
naturally what they knew and feel what they experienced.
All kinds of new and wonderful information can become
part of us.
None of this can happen if we don’t learn how to read.
But just knowing isn’t enough. We must become true
virtuosos of the written word – like Gladwell posited
10 000 hours of practise may be enough to make you an
expert. Reading may occasionally feel like work and for
some unlucky ones it may always be that way. But for
most of us, reading can become play – the reading itself
requiring no effort at all. The effort is in extending your
imagination, engaging with the author, immersing yourself
in the world the book creates. New ideas can be challenging and occasionally painful, can require us to stop
and think deeply. They can also bring enlightenment and
change lives.
For some children this happens in Grade 1, but later is
also OK. One of the lads in my tutor group claims to have
just “discovered” reading, at 13. He knew how to read a
long time ago. He’s always performed
well in class but rarely, if ever,
read a book purely for pleasure.
Until now. And he has a lifetime
ahead to indulge in a newfound
passion.Such miracles are
what we teachers live for!
Mr B
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Pre-Primary
“Christmas waves a magic wand
over this world, and behold, everything
is softer and more beautiful.”
- Sir Walter Scott

The Magic Begins ...
Christmas has arrived early in the Pre-Primary, the Elf
has returned, the decorations are hung, the cards and
the trees are being hastily made so that Covid-19 doesn’t
steal any more of our fun.
I cannot believe we have come to the end of the year
- what a rollercoaster ride it has been! Once again our
children have surprised us all with their resilience and
maturity and how they have so quickly adapted to the
new drop-off and collection procedure! The pride beams
from their happy faces as they run across the field and
strut into the Pre-Primary with their new-found independence.
Sadly, with the increasing number of Covid cases in
Grahamstown, we had to make a tough decision
regarding the Pre-Primary Carol Concert and cancel our
live event. New plans were afoot for a virtual concert, but
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with a week of looming much-needed rain, we had to act
fast. The last day possible to film turned out to be the
hottest one yet! The children were incredible and even
though we filmed a week early, they gave of their best.
Many thanks to Lethario Arries from our IT department
who captured our singing children.
We are so proud of our Pre-Primary Preppies and I am
sure there will be many laughs as they entertain you!
They had never practised on our verandah, or standing
on tables and benches before, let alone in front of an
audience of their Prep brothers and sisters, and yet they
still managed to stand tall, say their lines and remember
the words to the songs.
We are incredibly grateful to parents for the support
through this last term, and for being willing to send whatever was needed for our virtual concert.
The last week of school will be filled with Christmas art,
dancing and, of course, the Christmas party! We are also
fortunate to have Mrs Wyngaard and Ms Yendall spending some time with us in the classroom before they take
up their teaching roles at the Pre-Primary next year.
Please note that our Christmas party will be on
Tuesday 24 November during school hours. Don’t forget
to have them dress up in any type of Christmas hat,
alice-band or funky Christmas glasses!
Mrs Bronwyn Blaine
Grade 000 Teacher
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Junior Prep Carol Service Recording
The show must go on! Due to our unforeseen Grade 1
departure on Friday, we quickly whipped our angels into
the Retief dugout to record our Carols just for you.
At a “cool” 37oC, we all ran around putting up gazebos
and making sure the children were all in the shade for the
recording of the 2020 Carol Service.
I was so proud of these little people as they gave it
their best shot so that their moms and dads, grannies,
grandpas and special friends would at least have a Holly
Jolly Christmas show to enjoy together. The interactive
responses and replies kept all of us on our toes and we
hope it will do the same for you.
Thank you to Mrs Robertson and Mr Arries for their
dedication in making it possible to record this show. Once
the Service is loaded onto Youtube, we will send the link
out.
Mrs Heidi Fowlds
Junior Prep Choir

Breaktime fun!
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Boarding

Out and About
A busy weekend was had by the boys and girls in boarding this weekend. With the temperature almost tipping
40 degrees, most of Friday afternoon was spent at the
pool. Messrs Stoffel and Ngugi showed off their superior
braaiing skills with an afternoon braai.
A weekend with me must include a mountain in the
equation, and so on Saturday, we went for a little walk,
which gave us a lovely 10-kilometre loop back to school.

We were expecting the weather to change, which allowed
us to get most of the outdoor activities done before the
rain set in. A few of the boys and girls tried their hand at
making Chinese lanterns, which kept them busy for most
of Sunday morning.
For me, walking into a dorm before ‘wake-up’ to see the
boys gathered on the floor playing ‘Exploding Kittens’ - as
vile as the name may suggest - is a pleasantly encouraging sight. To know that a game of cards - as strange as
the name may sound - can elicit a dorm of 11-year olds
to sit in a circle and calmly organise themselves before
wake-up is unique. Thank you to the team for making the
weekend so much fun!
Mr George Wienekus
Senior Housemaster
Grade 7 Teacher
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“Earth and sky, woods and fields,
lakes and rivers, the mountain and the sea,
are excellent schoolmasters,
and teach of us more than we can ever
learn from books.”
– John Lubbock

Grade 4 Trip to the Vrooms’ Farm

Senior Prep
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Report by Sonwabile Matebese

Report by Scott Emslie
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