PREP MOMENTS

Issue 3/2021
Dear Prep Family

NEC ASPERA TERRENT

My PA will tell you that I am the “Grinch who stole
Valentine’s Day”. Fiona is probably correct too, which
I am very happy to admit. I’m not a supporter of the
commercialisation of days such as Valentine’s and am
probably seen as being an old grump by those who love
any excuse for Hallmark messages. The day doesn’t
get any easier to bear when United play to a tame draw
against the Baggies! I do, however, happily accept and
occasionally give out chocolates on the day. After all,
there’s always an excuse for chocolate!
This year, we took advantage of Valentine’s weekend
(you see how it just grows) to invite prospective families
with pre-primary age children from around Grahamstown
to visit Fairlawn and enjoy a Valentine’s-themed day in
our Pre-Primary facility. The day was limited to our Grade
000 children and prospective families (for what are now
obvious reasons) and – despite my Grinch-iness – we
had an enormous amount of fun!
Those of you with good memories or currently with
children of pre-primary age will know that hosting large
groups of three, four- and five-year olds on a daily basis
is medal-deserving stuff! Bron, Cath, Megan and
Christine created a wonderful morning on Saturday for
our visiting families when they could have been feet up
with a glass of … water?
It’s a tonic for the soul spending time with little people.
We got our fingers full of paint, iced biscuits and chased
rabbits, puppies and a tortoise
(although that didn’t require
too much chasing) around
the playground. I met a shark
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conservationist, an Anglican minister, environmentalist,
lab technicians and lecturers and handed out the most
delightful sock-bunnies made by Tori Stowe.
The morning with current and potential little people and
all their quirks was just the panacea to make up for my
social-media gaffe on Friday morning. I managed to suggest to the entire Grade 7 Parent WhatsApp group that I
would prefer to pick up the current conversation at a later
time – only not in so many words.
For context and in my humiliating defence, Mr Cameron
was posting pictures of a lovely day on the beach with
the Grade 7s on their annual hike while the rest of us
were sweating away at work on the hottest day of the
year. One apology (a deleted message) and very red
face later I was privately blaming Valentine’s Day, the
heat and my general grumpiness for not noticing that I
was responding on the group instead of to Tom.
My meanderings do have a point this week, they really
do even if it’s not well made. It’s that one has to own up
to one’s own foibles and take responsibility for one’s
actions, and despite our grumpiness about situations we
find ourselves in, try and make the best of them. Who
knows what interesting people you will meet and what
tortoises you’ll end up chasing? It’s what we try and
teach our children every day!
After all, as the Mahatma said, “A
man is a product of his thoughts,
what he thinks, he becomes.”
Mr B
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The Pre-Primary has had a great week as we learn about our five senses. Lots of
different textures, flavours and scents have been excitedly explored. The children
have enjoyed nature walks and have discoverd our beautiful Pre-primary playground - not just with their feet and eyes, but with all their senses. Thank you to
parents who have sent different goodies for us to taste as we figure out our sweet,
sour, salty and bitter tastes. We will continue to explore our senses until HalfTerm.
The children enjoyed a fun day in preparation for Valentines Day. The weather
was extremely hot, so the children played with water and ran through the cool
sprinkler in their costumes. They also baked ginger bread men (some of which
made it home while others were gobbled down at school!) We hope you liked the
butterfly Valentines Day cards that were made by the children with lots of love.
On Saturday, the Grade 000s were joined by some Shooting Stars and Stepping
Stones children for a `Some Bunny Loves You’ play date at the Pre-Primary. The
morning was packed with bunny and puppy cuddles and a curious Mr Tortoise,
which was also a point of fascination, thanks to Mrs Sahd!
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Of Cuddles and Puddles and Friendship Bubbles

Everyone has settled down nicely into the first term. Routines are now established
and we all enjoy a happy day at school. Please can everyone try to be at school
before 08h30. Remember to send a full water bottle every day, and put sunscreen
on your child before school.
Christine Wyngaard
Grade 000 Teacher
Make every second count
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must be fully discharged to stretch
their capacity.”
― Haresh Sippy

Grade 3 Capacity Fun
Can you tell me how many millilitres are in a litre?
How many 250ml cups will fill a 1 litre bottle?
Let’s find out!

JU

“Like a battery, the human mind and body

It is so important for children to experience practical
Maths by playing with water and working out measurements. Fridays are our Prac Maths day, which means
money, volume, length, capacity and many other fun
aspects of Mathematics are explored.
We have tried hard to keep a very normal school day for
our boys and girls, even while negotiating the various
Covid regulations. It is important to remember that we
are celebrating all that we have been able to do since the
start of 2021, and to use this as a springboard to launch
into our new year of education. Nothing can stop our little
Preppies!
Mrs Heidi Fowlds
Grade 3 Teacher

The Grade 3 class has been in full swing, enjoying some
practical Maths fun under the trees by measuring water
and filling litre bottles and cups.

Make every second count
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Extreme
Reading
From swimming, a lekker braai on the lawn, pop quiz
on Kahoot, watching a cricket fixture and playing some
games, the boys had a fun-filled and chilled weekend.
Many of these were done with soothing background
music provided by Mr Stoffel on his guitar.

roofs and up trees, hanging upside down and reading
while playing. The boys were highly competitive, each
wanting to win the challenge. The winner is, of course,
every boy who takes pleasure in good writing and engages in the eye-opening art of reading.

The highlight for many of the boarders was getting
creative with the Extreme Reading
challenge. As expected, many of the
entries included boys climbing onto

The weekend ended peacefully with a proper tidying up
of the dorms and a restful night-in
concluding the eventful weekend.

Make every second count

Mr Sibulele Magini
Housemaster on
Duty
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Music = Life!
The Senior Prep boys are loving being back at marimba
classes and the school is once again full of the joyful
sounds of exuberant marimba and drums.
The photos show this year’s Grade 4 marimba players
learning a new song and having a blast as usual with
their teacher, Mr Shannon Wright. The song they all enjoy
so much is called Chimurenga, which is a traditional
marimba song from Zimbabwe.
The Grade 6s are working on several difficult pieces
and they sound incredible in such a short period of time!
Marimba playing develops co-ordination, team-work,
memory and so much more. What a stimulating musical
experience!
Mr Shannon Wright
Marimba Band Teacher

Make every second count
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Bat, Bowl, Field, Repeat
On Saturday 13 February our Preppies took to the field
for a rematch against College U14B. Looking to correct
last week’s mistakes, the boys showed a positive
attitude towards the game. Prep won the toss and
selected to bat first. Through lack of concentration and
poor application, they saw themselves on back foot very
quickly, but a well-calculated innings from Steffan Eksteen, backed by his lower order batsmen, got Prep to
decent score of 154 all out.

As the game was played in the right spirit and well supported by the parents, it was a good day for cricket.
The 40-over match summary is as follows:
Prep 154 all-out (S Eksteen 63, S White 22*)
College U14B 80 all-out (T Bussiahn 3/7 from 3, P Lidsba
3/13 from 4)
Prep won by 73 runs.
Garvin Dampies
Sports Coordinator
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An energetic and focused Prep side took to the field with
a mission to bowl out College. Every coach’s dream is to
see their players give it their all and that is exactly what

happened. Aggressive and accurate bowling and sharp
catching saw Prep bowl out College for 80.

Make every second count
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Back on the Ball
The U13As played against a tough U14B St Andrew’s
College side. The boys from College were taller, stronger
and had more experience in the sport, but this did not
faze the Preppies in blue. Through determination and a
hunger to win, the Preppies played some stunning team
basketball, making crucial lay-ups and playing hard
defence. The scores were level for the majority of the
game with both teams seeming tired.

Make every second count

However, the Preppies still had some energy left to set
up a play, giving Seth van der Merwe an open shot to
shoot the winning three. Prep won the match 15-12.
It was a fantastic day of basketball! The Senior Preppies
thoroughly enjoyed themselves on the court and were
respectable and well-behaved off the court. These are
exciting times for Prep basketball!
Matthew-Adam Bloem
TIC of Basketball
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“Cupid , Cupid ...”
The `Covid Cupids’ were out at Prep on Friday morning,
handing out heart-felt “Happy Valentines Day” wishes
and chocolates to pleasantly surprised Prep staff.
Our little Pre-Primary children were also given some
pink Fizzers by our two Grade 6 cupids. When the cupids
walked into the Pre-Primary playground all dressed up
and sparkly, one of our Pre-Preppies piped up, “Hey,
what’s up with all this beautifulness?”

enhancing these vital skills through coding, research and
responsible internet use.
Mr Sibulele Magini
IT Coach

“You can’t be that kid standing at the top of
the waterslide, overthinking it. You have to
go down the chute. ”
- Tina Fey
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Bits and Bytes ...
“Everyone should learn how to code.
It teaches you how to think.”
- Steve Jobs
The arrival of Chromebooks to Prep brought a lot of
excitement and some nervousness for some of our boys.
Navigating this incredible learning device has been a
steep learning curve for many of them, especially the
Grade 4s, as this is their first year of full-on technology
integration.
Learning to type quickly and accurately has been the
first major lesson, followed by the introduction to coding,
which they thoroughly enjoy! The goal is for the boys to
learn the 3C skills needed for the 21st century: collaboration, creativity, and communication.
The IT lessons will, more than anything, focus on
Make every second count
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A Day in the Life of
a Grade 5 Preppie ...
What a varied day the Grade 5s have! The boys are
learning to code, they are exploring Indigenous
Knowledge Systems in IS, carrying out practical Maths
activities and using Google Slides as a vehicle for writing
an autobiography, recording their own photo journal and
researching an unusual South African animal. On some
days there is even time for a dip in the pool!
Mrs Lynn Cordell
Grade 5 Teacher

Make every second count
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Grade 7 Hike
The much-anticipated Grade 7 Hike was postponed to a
later date, which was just as well, because we could not
have asked for more ideal weather on Friday 12
February. We set out from Grahamstown at 08h00 and
arrived at Kasouga with the promise of blue skies and
sweltering heat.
Heat there was, but pretty soon a belt of mist descended
over the beach as we set off. Not a breath of wind was
encountered along the approximately 8km trek. Even the
water was warm!
The boys and Student House Tutors enjoyed the morning
thoroughly, taking the opportunity to bond further with
friends, or spend time with someone they may not have
`connected’ with yet.
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Everyone’s eyes were on the prize: a magnificent and
delicious pizza at the end, which is always welcomed
with great delight! Thank you to all who contributed to the
morning.
George Wienekus
Grade 7 Teacher

Make every second count
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