St Andrew’s Prep School Newsletter 2 August 2016
To the Prep Community
With teachers and pupils being away on Winter Tour, it is my privilege to write the newsletter this week. Last week, I was away in Cape Town
and Johannesburg presenting at various Education Strategic Planning conferences hosted by Apple. This was a time of personal growth for
me and I came back with a sense of excitement with regards to Prep and the use of technology in our classrooms.
Technology integration is the use of technology resources -- computers, mobile devices like smartphones and iPads, digital cameras, software
applications, the Internet, etc. -- in the classroom and in the management of a school. Successful technology integration is achieved when the
use of technology is:
•Routine and transparent
•Accessible and readily available for the task at hand
•Supporting the curricular goals and helping the pupils to effectively reach these goals
When technology integration is at its best, a child or a teacher doesn’t stop to think that he or she is using a technology tool - it is second
nature. And pupils are often more actively engaged in projects when technology tools are a seamless part of the learning process. Seamless
integration is when pupils are not only using technology daily, but have access to a variety of tools that match the task at hand and provide
them the opportunity to build a deeper understanding of content.
I think one needs to realise that we do not use technology for technology’s sake but rather we use technology when needed to enhance
learning. Sometimes the best tool to get the task accomplished best is to use pen, paper and a pair of scissors! I do believe, that the teachers
and pupils at Prep have a good balance when it comes to using technology at appropriate times. I commend the staff, pupils and parents
for embracing this very important development in education. There is still much to be done with regards staff professional development and
integration, but I firmly believe that we are on the right track. Having said this, I would like to congratulate Mr Plescia and Mr Jackson and the
Grade 7 learners for their use of the iPads and Adobe in their projects on Natural Disasters. They were outstanding – well done!
Mrs Jackson ran a very successful Spelling Bee competition on Tuesday – thank you, Mandy. On Tuesday and Thursday we hosted the
Incredible Dog Show and African Sky Planetarium respectively which were enjoyed by both learners and staff. With the opening of the CCL
last week, the Children’s Arts Festival, Standard Bank and Prep hosted a new community engagement project called ARTreach offering art
workshops to children from the Good Shepherd School. This programme hopes to inspire a love for art and creativity in these young people.
Thank you and congratulations to Mrs Cindy Renard for her passion and initiative in this regard.
We wish Mr Paul, Mr Jackson and the boys who are on Winter Tour in Cape Town all the best and safe travels, as well as Mr Plescia and his
boys who are undergoing an exciting local tour. We trust that the memories made on these tours will be life-long.
I wish you a blessed week.
Karen Hobson

Trinity Term Calendar

ARTreach pupils from Good Shepherd School exploring colours
with paint.

Week 15 A			
Thu
04-Aug		
Proudly Primary Conference (4-6 Aug)
Thu
04-Aug		
Aftercare concludes
Thu
04-Aug 07:30
SP Parade Practice (Mr Jackson to coordinate)
Fri
05-Aug		
Hockey & Rugby Coaches’ Function
Fri
05-Aug		
Soccer vs SDA
Fri
05-Aug 07:30
SP Parade Practice (Mr Jackson to coordinate)
Fri
05-Aug 10:30
Combined Tea (J&A Mullins Pavilion)
Sat
06-Aug All Day Duty: Mr Jackson (0828386214)
Sun
07-Aug 18:30
Family Service (Compulsory for SP boys)
Week 16 B		
Mon
08-Aug		
No Aftercare
Mon
08-Aug 07:30
SP Parade Practice (Mr Jackson to coordinate)
Mon
08-Aug 08:00
Ballet Junior Modern Exams (JNR & Prep)
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Pre-Primary

Self-regulation or self-control is a challenge for many of our Pre-primaries, and according to parents, it is something that they struggle with at
home too. We know that self-control develops gradually during the early years, and with wise discipline it is possible for young children to learn
better self-control. This will have reciprocal effects in their learning at school too. Here are a few pointers to help develop self-regulation:
1.
Teach your child to come when called.
2.
Teach them that social skills require self-control – like not interrupting when adults are talking, controlling anger instead of hitting.
3.
Let your child take on age appropriate activities which require self-discipline – e.g. feeding a pet, tidying a room, attending ballet
lessons.
4.
Set a bedtime routine and work at getting your child to stay in bed without mom or dad falling asleep in the room.
5.
Morning routines, chores, and family schedules are opportunities for children to learn responsibility and self-discipline.
The Pre-primaries loved last week’s dog show and learnt about looking after their pets and teaching them tricks. The mobile planetarium
fascinated the Grade R’s and opened their eyes to the realms of space!
Moms and dads – please remember to volunteer for half an hour at Tikkie Aand – Monday 8th August.

Junior Primary
It is important that all JP parents make an appointment for a PAT Chat with teachers by end of term. You will be notified once on-line

bookings are available to book a suitable time. Parents with children who attend lessons with Mrs Lowe will be notified of pre-booked slots ahead
of time.
Sport and Aftercare end on Thursday 4 August for this term. Thereafter on Friday, Monday and Tuesday school will end at 13h00. On Wednesday
10 August school ends at 10h00 for Junior Preppies and the lovely, long August holidays begin!
On Monday we will be celebrating the Olympics at JP. The morning is being dedicated to several aspects of these games which our Preppies will
most definitely enjoy learning about. To end the morning they will earn medals by participating in an Olympic Obstacle Course – so please send
them to Olympics dressed in school tracksuits and sportswear for the day.
On Tuesday morning there will be a JP Music concert for our talented musicians in the Junior Prep. We look forward to this entertainment coordinated by Mrs Fiona van der Merwe.

African Sky Planetarium

Horse Riding

Three little Preppies have been participating
in these shows this year and have done very
well.
In this last show, Josephine Whittington-Jones,
Gr.1, riding Champion, received First places
for Proficiency Riding Test 4, Proficiency
Riding Test 5 and Ideal Time Jumping. She
was placed Second in Working Riding and
Third in Equitation and Performance Riding.
In addition this SANESA show included the
Newcomers Challenge. St. Andrew’s Prep did
very well this year with Josephine WhittingtonJones winning the 2016 Newcomers challenge
and Jonathon Pretorius being the Runner Up.
Nicholas Smailes was 9th overall too. The
Grahamstown Riding Club has really been
supportive of this little group of riders, so we
owe them a big thank you!
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RuggaKids

Michael Pretorius participated in the
RuggaKids tournament held at Graeme
college. He played alongside boys from
various schools and participated in two
matches despite the rain and cold. He had
fun and enjoyed the mud. All participants
received a medal for participation.

Incredible Dog Show

French Teacher

Big Classroom

A change of guard…
Mrs Elysoun Ross has taken leave of us in order to spend more time
with family and we are excited to welcome Mr Malcolm Hacksley to
the Prep French Department. Malcolm has a wealth of teaching, as
well as lecturing experience. He has spent time studying French at
the Alliance Française in Paris and has published five translations of
Afrikaans novels – languages being his obvious forte. His approach to
language teaching is communicative and he finds the entire process
of learning languages not only intellectually challenging but also great
fun. He is a man of warm demeanour and engenders the true spirit
of what being a gentleman is all about. We wish him much joy in his
teaching as he joins the Prep family.
Marc Paul.
Deputy Headmaster.

The legendary Mr White speaking to the boys at Big Classroom.

Merit Certificates
Merit Board
Grade 5: 10 Merits - Rugare Mdlankomo

Grade 7 Projects
Please follow this link to a SPARK PAGE project on Droughts:
https://spark.adobe.com/page/W37MH/

Mandela Day
On Friday we dropped off some stationery
and books at Fikizolo School.
Our Grade 5 and 7 boys donated/collected
stationery for Mandela Day, while our Grade
4s made decorative pencil holders out of 2L
plastic bottles. We then put the stationery into
the holders and took some Grade 5 boys with
us to surprise the Grade 1 class at Fikizolo
on Friday.

Spelling Bee
Last week Thursday the top Junior and Senior spellers
in the school competed in our annual English
Spelling Bee.
The Junior contestants were:
Nicholas Field
Cameron Kamanyi
James McKeown
Ian Meihuizen
Liso Mgwedli
Christopher Pretorius
Joey Rugemalira
Mark Ter Morshuizen
The Senior contestants were:
Daniel Bradfield
Jack Evans
Yash Gopal
Lukhanyo July
Zach Micklewright
Mayowa Ogun
James Stadler
Oisin van Niekerk.
The competition was a closely contested one in both the Junior and Senior categories, and
congratulations must go to James Stadler and James McKeown for winning the Senior and
Junior sections respectively. Runners up were Ian Meihuizen and Zach Micklewright.
The winners will earn the title of "Spelling Bee Champion" and their names will be engraved on
the floating trophy, which will be awarded at final assembly on Wednesday.
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Art and Music Evening
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Putt Putt, Play Station, Obstacle
Course, Abseiling, Ping Pong
and much more....

Games including:

Hotdogs, Hot chips, Pancakes and Cold Drinks Stand
Parents to bring their own drinks & glasses

8 August 2016 I Memory Hall I 18h00 - 20h00
Tikkie Aand
Contact Anusha for more information 046 603 2400
Games Tickets R1 each

Sports Centre
28 New Street
Grahamstown
Tel : 046 622 2855
sportscentreght@telkomsa.net
					
Dear St Andrew’s Preparatory School
In March we opened Sports Centre, a Sports
Store based just outside the Pepper Grove
Mall in New Street next to ABM Office National.
We hope to provide the Grahamstown
community and surrounds with all your
sporting supplies.
Our aim is to offer the community with all
their necessary equipment at affordable,
competitive prices in a friendly atmosphere
and with the knowledge to match.
Specific kits for rugby, soccer, netball and any
other sports team kits shall be available for
ordering and if there is anything that we do
not have or anything specific that you require,
please just let us know and we can source it
for you and provide a quote.
Please come and visit Wouter and the team at
Sports Centre for a sporting experience.
See you soon
The Sports Centre Team
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